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The above examples from Scripture emphasize that regardless of the
dispensation, God’s elect angels are on duty. In fact, Lucifer and one-third of
the angelic myriad are integral participants in the Invisible War that
presently rages in this place called the devil’s world.

In light of the above passage from Daniel, a question arises: How and why
did it come about that elect and fallen angels are engaged in an invisible
struggle?

After the guilty verdict was read and the sentence was announced, Lucifer
petitioned the Supreme Court of Heaven to reverse its decision. In American
jurisprudence, this is referred to as an appeal made to a higher court seeking
the reversal of the verdict rendered by a lower tribunal.

In the example we have in this case, there is no higher court to which one
may appeal. If an appeal were granted, only the Supreme Court of Heaven
could make that decision.

We recently studied the prehistoric trial that followed Lucifer’s rebellion
against God which also included one-third of the angelic population. At the
conclusion of that trial, both Lucifer and his complicit angels were found

guilty.
Following the guilty verdict, God created the lake of fire into which the

guilty were sentenced for eternity. The trial, verdict, and sentence occurred
in what we define as “eternity past.”

The universe was up and running in absolute perfection (Genesis 1:1). In
heaven, between verses 1 and 2, we have the angelic rebellion, the trial, the
guilty verdict, the creation of the lake of fire, and sentencing to the lake of
fire.

However, something caused the fallen angels’ incarceration into the lake of
fire to be halted. To discern why this postponement occurred we must build
a case from evidence disclosed in Scripture.

Evidence that Resulted in the Guilty Verdict for Lucifer and the Fallen Angels:

First of all, we know that before Lucifer proclaimed his Five Assertions in
Isaiah 14:12-14, the entire angelic community was harmonious in its
devotion to the Trinity:

Job 38:6 “On what were its, the earth’s, bases set, or
who laid its cornerstone —

v.7 when the morning stars sang together and all the
sons of God shouted for joy?
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We also know that the trial was held in the Third Heaven. Evidence was
presented that the accused were guilty of rebellion. Both Lucifer and the
fallen angels were found guilty as charged.

Noted above in Job 38:7, we discovered that the entire angelic population
was present at the creation of the universe. It was such a phenomenal
experience that the angelic choir sang in unison and all joyously cheered the
sight of this unique event.

What they saw was the perfectly created and perfectly structured universe its
entirety held together by Jesus Christ through His imputation of gravity:

Colossians 1:16 For by means of Him [Jesus
Christ, v. 15] all things were created [ xtilw (ktizo): to
produce from nothing, Gen. 1:1 |, both in the heavens and
on earth, the visible things [ the universe ] and invisible
things [ mathematics |, whether human governments or
constituted authorities, or angelic rulers and authorities: all
things through Him and for His purpose have been created.

v. 17 He eternally existed before all things, and
by means of Him all things hold together [ intensive perfect
active indicative of cvvietnui (sunistemi): emphasizes
the results of a past action, i.e., gravity |. (EXT)

This status-quo perfection continued for an unknown period of time. Ata
later time is when Lucifer decided he would incite his rebellion against God
by proclaiming Five Assertions recorded in Isaiah 14:12—14. One-third of
the angelic population joined him which instigated the angelic conflict.

Adamant that this verdict was unjust, Lucifer petitioned the court for an
appeal, which God granted by calling the Divine Court of Appeals into
session.

By allowing this appeal to be heard meant that the sentence to the Lake of
Fire was arrested by a stay of execution which stopped the proceedings which
put the incarceration on hold.

At this point, a question arises: Why, after reaching a guilty verdict for
Lucifer and his angelic acolytes, did the Trinity allow Lucifer’s appeal?

The events that subsequently transpired reveal the Prosecution’s rationale to
hear the appeal.

The following summary chronicles the sequence of events that occurred
beginning with the creation of the angels all the way to the creation of Adam.
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Chronology of Events from Eternity Past through the Restoration

Eternity Past: God creates the angels described as myriad in number.
(Psalm 148:5; Hebrews 12:22; Revelation 5:11)

Time: Creation of the universe. (Genesis 1:1) Time factor: 1 yoctosecond.
Angels sang and cheered. (Job 38:7)

Angelic organization: Lucifer promoted to the rank of Anointed Cherub.
(Ezekiel 28:14) Time: considerable.

Lucifer foments his rebellion (Isaiah 14:12-14); % of the angels join him
(Revelation 12:3-9). Time: unknown.

The universe put at Absolute Zero: -459.67°F; earth under a global
icepack. (Genesis 1:2a) Time: considerable.

Lucifer complains his conviction to the Supreme Court asking for an
appeal. (Genesis 1:2a) Time: unknown.

The Supreme Court grants Lucifer’s appeal (cf., Genesis 1:2a with
Revelation 20:10). Time: unknown.

NOTE: Sentence declared before human history but not carried out until
eternity future. Reason: To resolve the appeal.

God thaws the earth to accommodate genera of “living creatures” and
“mankind.” (Genesis 1:25) Time: unknown.

Operation Restoration: earth becomes the courtroom for the appeal.
(Genesis 1:3-31) Time: 6 days.

Adam & Ishah become the first witnesses in the appeal. (Genesis 2)'

Proponents of “young earth creationism” assert that the universe and
earth were “created” in six days. This fails to recognize that at least
seven significant events took place before earth’s restoration began in
Genesis 1:3. The amount of time that transpired on earth from the
creation of the universe in Genesis 1:1 and the first day of the earth’s
restoration is unknown. What we do know is that while numerous
events were simultaneously taking place in the Third Heaven,
considerable time passed on earth, during which time dinosaurs died in
the global icepack (see above).

! To printout the above “Chronology,” follow this sequence: www.joegriffin.org: in upper banner click on “Visuals”;
into the small righthand box click on “Search ...” and then enter: “Chronology of Events,” and then click “enter.”
This will open the visual. You may click on it to enlarge and you may choose to print.
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Our original parents were the first Homo sapiens and were introduced into
history as God’s original witnesses for the Prosecution. They were perfect
people in body, soul, and spirit. Their environment was perfect, their
logistics were perfect, and their marriage was perfect.

They were free to roam the perfect environment into which God placed them.
However, they were also given responsibilities. For example, God initially
gave Adam two duties according to:

Genesis 2:15 The Lord God consistently took
[ Qal imperfect of TR (lagach): led | the man and put him
[ Hiph‘il imperfect of 717] (nuach): assigned ] consistently
in the garden of Eden to cultivate it [ 93Y (‘avath): “work
the garden under the authority of God’s will” | and keep
it [AY (shamar: “keep, preserve, guard, and watch
over”) |.

This verse begins with the Qal imperfect of the verb “took.” God repeatedly
took or led the man, Adam, into the garden. This is followed by the Hiph“il
imperfect, of the verb “put.” God repeatedly caused Adam to be put into the
garden to do two things: (1) cultivate the garden and (2) to watch over the
garden.

Adam’s duties were clearly stated and then given some insight and warnings
about the variety of trees which grew in the garden:

Genesis 2:16 The Lord then commanded the man,
saying, “From any tree of the garden you may eat freely;

v. 17 but from the tree of the knowledge of good
and evil you shall not eat, for in the day that you eat from it
you will surely die. (NASB)

1. This informed Adam that among most of the trees that grew in the garden and
of which he was responsible to cultivate, there was one whose fruit he was to
strictly avoid eating.

2. This set up a volitional test. Divine authority appointed Adam as chief
horticulturalist and arborist of the Garden of Eden. He was to consistently
take care of these duties: to cultivate them and keep them guarded.

3. The word shamar, translated “keep” in verse 15, meant that Adam had the
responsibility to manage this garden in concert with divine policy and
warnings.

4. Specifically, that neither he nor his wife was to eat the fruit of the tree of the
knowledge of good and evil.
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5. This warning is the first clue that planet earth itself was perfect and all that
was on it was also perfect.

6. The next category to enter this perfect environment were the beasts:
Genesis 2:19 Out of the ground the Lord God
formed every beast of the field and every bird of the sky,
and brought them to the man to see what he would call
them; and whatever the man called a living creature
[ genus |, that was its name.

7. However, this did not mean that imperfection would not be allowed into

Paradise by means of an intruder, a propagandist, a slick-tongued rascal.

8. Therefore, Adam and Ishah each possessed a soul. Their souls’ attributes
contained information by which they each were responsible to make good
decisions from a position of truth and power.

0. The woman is introduced in:

Genesis 2:21 So the Lord caused the man to fall
into a deep sleep, and while he was asleep, He took part of
the man’s side | 17'23 (sela‘): a rib from Adam’s torso |
and closed up the flesh at that place.

v. 22 Then the Lord God made a woman from
the part He had taken out of the man, and brought her to the
man.

v. 23 Then the man said, “This one is now bone
of my bones, and flesh of my flesh; this one will be called
‘woman,” [ TYR (’Ishshah): “woman” |, because she was
taken out of Man [ QTN (’Atham): “man” |.” (NET)

10.  Later in the chapter we see the arrival of that interloper from the Dark Side
who, over the course of Scripture, is identified by numerous appellations.
Before his fall he was known as “the Anointed Cherub,” (Ezekiel 28:14).

11.  After his fall, the former Anointed Cherub acquired several monikers

descriptive of his fallen status: (1) “The father of lies” (John 8:44), (2) “the
god of this world” (2 Corinthians 4:4), (3) “the serpent of old” (Revelation
12:9a), (4) “who deceives the whole world” (Revelation 12:9b), (5) “the ruler
of the demons” (Matthew 12:24), (6) “the tempter” (1 Thessalonians 3:5),

(7) the adversary (1 Peter 5:8), (8) the devil (1 Peter 5:8), (9) Satan (Matthew
4:10, Mark 8:33, Luke 4:8), and (10) Lucifer (Isaiah 14:12). (NASB)

(End JAS4-52.Rev. See JAS4-53.Rev for continuation of study at p. 511.)
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