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terial to the Central Committee. Two commissions have already been to Georgia to investigate such
complaints, one that of Dzerzhinsky, and the other that of Kamenev and Kuibyshev. We can set up a
third commission if need be.

With this I conclude the first part of my reply to the discussion on the Central Committee's
organisational activities during the past year.

I pass on to the second part, to the proposals on organisation which the Central Committee has
submitted for the consideration of the congress. As far as I know, none of the speakers has criticised
any of the proposals submitted by the Central Committee. I interpret this as an expression of complete
agreement with the proposals the Central Committee has submitted for your consideration.
Nevertheless, I would like to help, and to move a number of amendments. I shall submit these
amendments to the committee which the Central Committee thinks should be set up, to the
Organisational Committee, in which Comrade Molotov will be in charge of the main work as regards
Party affairs, and Comrade Dzerzhinsky as regards Soviet affairs.

The first amendment is that the number of candidate members of the Central Committee be
increased from five to at least fifteen.

The second amendment is that special attention be devoted to strengthening and enlarging the
Registration and Distribution departments both at the top and bottom levels, because these bodies are
now acquiring enormous, first-rate importance, because they are the most effective means by which
the Party can keep hold of all the threads of our economy and of the Soviet apparatus.
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The third amendment is that the congress should approve the proposal to set up under the auspices
of the Central Committee a school for training uyezd secretaries, so that by the end of the year the
Gubernia Committees may have 200 to 300 uyezd secretaries at their disposal.

And the fourth amendment concerns the press. I have nothing concrete to propose on this point, but
I would like the congress to pay particular attention to the task of raising the press to the proper level.
It is making progress, it has made big progress, but not as much as is needed. The press must grow
day in and day out - it is our Party's sharpest and most powerful weapon.

In conclusion, a few words about the present congress. Comrades, I must say that I have not for a
long time seen a congress so united and inspired by a single idea as this one is. I regret that Comrade
Lenin is not here. If he were here he would be able to say: "I tended the Party for twenty-five years
and made it great and strong." (Prolonged applause.)
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