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Vicarious Sacrifice: Eucharist; Principles from Isa 53:5: Jesus’ Vicarious Sacrifice Judges 

Our Transgressions & Iniquities; Human Perfection Is Impossible Due to Genetic Sin & 

Imputed Sin; the Doctrine of Reconciliation: Eph 2:14–16: in Church Age “Middle Wall of 

Partition” Is Removed: Jews & Gentiles Are Royal Family; 2 Cor 5:17–21: the New 

Spiritual Species Whose Members Are Ambassadors of Christ 

Some principles from verse 5: 

(1) The word “but” in verse 5 is a conjunction of 
contrast that refers back to verse 3 which speaks of 
the Jews rejection of Jesus as Messiah. 

(2) In verse 5, this rejection is identified by their 
involvement in transgressions and iniquities—
violations of the Mosaic Law and their status quo of 
unrighteousness. 

(3) No one can keep the totality of the Mosaic Law.  If 
one were to propose that in theory it could be done 
it would not equate to righteousness. 

(4) Such a fictitious individual would be no closer to 
heaven than those who committed personal sins. 

(5) The dreadful and consequently eternal error is 
committed by those who believe that a moral life 
with minimal sins earns for them entry into heaven. 

(6) This ignores the two other categories of sin for 
which they have no solution: (a) imputed sin of 
Adam and (b) the sin nature in their DNA. 

(7) These problems are neutralized only by the work of 
Christ on the cross which resulted in reconciliation. 

(8) Remembering that shalom and eirḗnē , each of which 
is often translated “peace,” refer in soteriological 
contexts to reconciliation; we note two passages on 
the subject: 
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Ephesians 2:14 -  For He Himself is our peace 
[ harmony between Jews and Gentiles through 
Christ ], who made both groups [ Jew and Gentile ] 
into one and broke down the barrier of the dividing wall 
[ the middle wall of partition (KJV) ],1 

v. 15 - by abolishing in His flesh the enmity, which 
is the Law of commandments contained in ordinances, 
so that in Himself He might make the two into one new 
man [ royal family ], thus establishing peace, 

v. 16 - and might reconcile them both in one body 
of God through the cross, by it having put to death the 
enmity. 

2 Corinthians 5:17 - Therefore, if anyone is in 
Christ [ current positional truth ], he is a new creature 
[ a new spiritual species: in the body of Christ ]; the 

old things [ ¢rca‹oj (archaíos): that which existed in 

the  beginning: spiritual death (Genesis 3) ] passed 
away; behold, new things [ the new spiritual species ] 
have come. 

v. 18 - Now all these things are from God, who 
reconciled us [ removed the barrier ] to Himself 
through Christ and gave us the ministry of reconciliation 
[ ambassadorship function in the field of personal 
evangelism ], 

2 Corinthians 5:19 - namely, that God was in Christ 
[ instrumental of means: “by means of Christ” ] 
reconciling the world to Himself [ the plan of salvation 
was entered into the divine decree in eternity past ], 
not counting their trespasses against them [ judgment 
of sins at the cross ], and He has committed to us the 
word of reconciliation [ the gospel ]. 

                                                           
1 “This simile refers to an actual wall in the temple at Jerusalem, beyond which no one was allowed to pass unless he 

were a Jew, the barrier which marked the limit up to which a Gentile might advance but no farther.  In the year 

1871, while excavations were being made on the site of the temple by the Palestine Exploration Fund, M. Clermont-

Ganneau discovered one of the pillars which Josephus describes as having been erected upon the very barrier or 

middle wall of partition, to which Paul refers.  This pillar is now preserved in the Museum at Constantinople and is 

inscribed with a Greek inscription in capital letters, which is translated as follows: NO MAN OF ANOTHER 

NATION TO ENTER WITHIN THE FENCE AND ENCLOSURE ROUND THE TEMPLE, AND WHOEVER IS 

CAUGHT WILL HAVE HIMSELF TO BLAME THAT HIS DEATH ENSUES.  While Paul was writing the 

Epistle to the Ephesians at Rome, this barrier in the temple at Jerusalem was still standing” (John Rutherfurd, 

“Partition, Middle Wall Of,” in The International Standard Bible Encyclopaedia, 3:2253–54). 
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v. 20 - Therefore, we are ambassadors for Christ, 
as though God were making an appeal through us 
[ believers are commissioned as His agent to the 
lost ]; we beg you on behalf of Christ, be reconciled 
[ aorist passive imperative of entreaty of 

katall£ssw (kattallássō): the ambassador must 

recognize the free will of the unbeliever  ] to God. 

v. 21 - He made Him who knew no sin to be sin on 
our behalf, so that we might become the righteousness 
of God [ imputation of divine righteousness ] in Him 
[ current positional truth ]. 


