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8. This reaction temporarily damaged Elijah’s ministry.  The verb “seize” is the 

Qal imperative of cp^T* (taphas): “to seize, take hold of, to capture.”  This 

command is followed by four imperfect verbs. 

9. They occur in this sequence: (1) “do not let one of them escape,” (2) the 

people did exactly that, (3) Elijah “brought them down to the brook Kíshōn,” 

and (4) Elijah “slew them there.” 

10. This sequence indicates that Elijah allowed his emotions to override his 

doctrine.  The divine miracle was accomplished for all to see.  He should have 

allowed those events to speak for themselves. 

11. Elijah did not consider that some of the priests may have responded to the 

sacrifice and believed in Jehovah.  Such a person was previously guilty of 

crimes against the people, but his personal faith in Jehovah would have 

amplified the spiritual impact of the sacrifice in his life. 

12. The demonstration that Elijah organized and God confirmed meant that there 

were untold numbers of people in that 1.35 million assembled on Cármel who 

had placed their faith in the God of Israel. 

13. The issue was not rounding up the bad guys but using the opportunity to 

explain what just happened, confirming the fact that God Himself had 

demonstrated that He was the God of Israel, not Baal. 

14. Violence was not the issue here.  Instead, it was the opportunity for Elijah to 

deliver a sermon.  He could have explained the importance of the ox sacrifice 

and how that was prophetic of the ultimate sacrifice by Messiah. 

15. Instead, he became judge, jury, and executioner.  His job was to perform the 

sacrifice to clearly reveal the fallacy of Baal worship and the truth of who the 

God of Israel really was. 

16. Following the sacrifice, the majority of the people are said to have fallen “on 

their faces and they said, “The Lord, He is God; the Lord He is God.” 

17. At this point, Elijah should have started a sermon.  After having been 

humiliated, some, if not all, of the priests of Baal may well have had a 

moment of objectivity and been receptive to what Elijah said. 

18. All 450 of these priests had just been discredited.  Elijah’s arrogant response 

had no impact on the popularity of the Baal cult in the Northern Kingdom. 

19. What these priests had just seen demonstrated at the altar surely may have 

resulted in some of them placing their faith in the God of Israel. 

20. Therefore, what Elijah did was not to show grace orientation or consideration 

of the fact that some of those priests may have believed in Messiah. 
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21. Instead, Elijah may have given an evangelistic sermon and provided the 

opportunity of some to be saved including the priests of Baal. 

22. Failure to do this resulted in some being recognized as martyrs which their 

followers would have continued to aggrandize. 

23. Further, Elijah failed to consider that there were potential replacements from 

what might be called the farm team made up of Jezebel’s 400 priests of 

Ashḗrah. 

24. Therefore, Elijah has opened to door for more intimidation from Lucifer’s 

forces under the control of Jezebel.  Her response to Elijah was not long in 

coming.  However, before Jezebel’s appearance on the scene, Elijah still had 

some work to do for Israel. 

25. His duty was to not only perform the ritual inaugurated on Sinai; he also was 

responsible of for appealing to the Lord for the drought to be broken.  That 

event is described in 1 Kings 18:41ff all of which occurs on Mount Cármel. 

Elijah’s Prayer for Rain 

1 Kings 18:41  Now Elijah said to Ahab, “Go up, 

eat, drink; for there is the sound of the roar of a heavy 

shower.” 

1. Elijah now gets King Ahab back involved.  The next effort is to pray for rain 

and he wants Ahab to witness the fulfillment of the promise given in this 

passage. 

2. In 1 Kings 17:1, Elijah had told Ahab: 

1 Kings 17:1b  “As the Lord the God of Israel 

lives, before whom I stand, surely there shall be neither dew 

nor rain these years, except by my word.” 

3. Turns out that the period of time was three and one-half years according to 

Luke 4:25 and James 5:17.  Elijah is now prepared to petition the Lord for the 

desperately needed rain. 

1 Kings 18:42  So Ahab went up to eat and drink.  

But Elijah went up to the top of Cármel; and he crouched 

down on the earth and put his face between his knees. 

4. For three and one-half years, Elijah has been focused on the duty the Lord 

assigned him to execute.  His job was to tell King Ahab that a divinely 

imposed drought would be imposed on Israel until he personally called it off: 

“except by my word” (1 Kings 17:1b). 

5. While Ahab enjoyed the opportunity to eat and drink on a nearby hill, Elijah 

climbed up to the 1789-foot summit of Mount Cármel to pray. 
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6. Elijah had done his duty during the period of the drought.  He did drop the 

ball with regard to the priests of Baal, but regarding his mission during the 

drought, he accomplished its objective. 

7. Now his job is to engage in prevailing prayer.  He was accompanied by his 

servant whose task was to serve as a lookout:   

1 Kings 17:43  He said to his servant [ ru^n^ 
(na’ar): a young man who is a servant and personal 

friend ], “Go up now, look [ Hiph‘el imperative, 

causative, active voice of fb^n* (navat): to look intensely ] 

toward the sea [ Mediterranean ].”  So he went up and 

looked and said, “Nothing!”  And he [ Elijah ] said, “Go 

back” [ Qal imperative of bWv (shuv) ] seven times. 

8. Notice what Elijah is doing.  He is in prayer to the Lord.  The servant returns 

to him six times with a negative report.  On each cycle back to the seaward 

side of the mountain, Elijah continues in prayer. 

9. This shows confidence in the Lord’s integrity to do what He promised and the 

steadfast belief that his prayers, no matter how long the process takes, will 

result in the prophesied rainfall. 

10. On the young servant’s seventh trip back to Elijah, he finally gets a new 

situation report: 

1 Kings 18:44  It came about at the seventh time, 

that he said, “Behold, a cloud as small as a man’s hand is 

coming up [ hl*u* (‘alah) ] from the sea.”  And he [ Elijah ] 

said, “Go up [ hl*u* (‘alah) ], say to Ahab, ‘Prepare your 

chariot and go down [ dr^y* (yarath) ], so that the heavy 

shower will not stop you.’”  (NASB) 

NOTE: The King James Version and the New American Standard Bibles include 

the words “go up” in their translations of 1 Kings 18:44.  This translation 

is, in context, correct.  In the Hebrew text, it is one word, the verb, hl*u* 
(‘alah). 

  Elijah and his servant are at the apex of Mount Cármel whereas Ahab is 

enjoying his feast down below.  The New International Version and the 

New English Translation do not use the word “up.”  However, it is correct 

for it to be included but the context determines its use.   

  The verb,‘alah, has a multiplicity of meanings, some literal and some 

figurative and both uses are found in verse 44. 
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  The first use is literal, “Behold, a cloud as small as a man’s hand is coming 

up [ hl*u* (‘alah) ] from the sea.”  Common sense realizes that a cloud must 

literally go up if it is said to be “coming up from the sea.” 

  The second use occurs when Elijah commands his servant to, “Go up [ an 

imperative mood of the verb, hl*u* (‘alah) ], say to Ahab.”  The servant is 

at the summit of Mount Cármel so for him to “Go up” to speak to Ahab is 

logically impossible to do, therefore its use here has to be figurative: 

Figurative Usage.  The verb ‘ala is often used 
figuratively.  One goes up to a person of high rank.  
Contrary to general usage (one usually “goes down” 
to Egypt), Joseph “goes up” to Pharaoh in Egypt 
(Genesis 46:31).1 

 The three words in the context of verse 44 must be interpreted in three ways: 

(1) coming up [ hl*u* (‘alah) ] from the sea,” is literal, (2) “Go up [ hl*u* 
(‘alah) ], say to Ahab” is figurative because of the servant’s lower status 

before the king, and (3) go down [ dr^y* (yarath) ], refers to a geographical 

movement since Ahab’s palace is south of Mount Cármel at Jezreel. 

 These examples are minor in their overall impact on the subject, but do 

provide insight into the importance of exegesis.  Without proper analysis of 

the various applications of these three words makes the translation confusing 

but with proper analysis the action of these three verbs become crystal. 

 The cloud literally moves upward, the servant’s appearance before the king is 

figurative, and the king’s movement to Samaria is geographical since one’s 

travel southward is described as being down from one’s present location. 

1 Kings 18:44  It came about at the seventh time, 

that he [ the servant ] said, “Behold, a cloud as small as a 

man’s hand is literally coming up [ hl*u* (‘alah) ] from the 

sea.”  And he [ Elijah ] said, “Figuratively go up [ hl*u* 
(‘alah) ], say to Ahab, ‘Prepare your chariot and 

geographically go down [ dr^y* (yarath): to Jezreel ], so that 

the heavy shower will not stop you.’”   

 What precipitated all of these movements was the result of Elijah’s prevailing 

prayer.  He had followed the Lord directives to the letter, organized the 

assembly of the residents of the Northern Kingdom, and performed the 

sacrifice on the altar that discredited that of the priests of Baal.  His next duty 

was to go atop Mount Cármel and pray for rain. 

 
1 H. S. Fuhs, “hl*u*,” in Theological Dictionary of the Old Testament, eds. G. Johannes Botterweck, Helmer Ringgren, 

and Heinz-Josef Fabry, trans. David E. Green (Grand Rapids: William B. Eerdmans Publishing Co., 2001), 11:83. 
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 Principles on Prayer in the Midst of National Crisis 

 Since July 4, 1776, the United States of American has been a client nation to 

God—244 years.  Its Constitution was ratified on September 17, 1787.  Its Bill 

of Rights were ratified on December 15, 1791.  The contents of these 

documents cannot be altered, changed, or removed without the consent of at 

least three-fourths of the states complying: 

The Congress, whenever two thirds of both Houses 
shall deem it necessary [290 in the House and 67 in 
the Senate] shall propose amendments to this 
Constitution, or, on the Application of the Legislatures 
of two thirds of the several States [34], shall call a 
Convention for proposing Amendments, which, in 
either Case, shall be valid to all Intents and Purposes, 
as Part of this Constitution, when ratified by the 
Legislatures of three fourths of the several States [38], 
or by Conventions in three fourths thereof.2 

 There are those presently in our national government who are proposing to 

add two new states, The District of Columbia and Puerto Rico which 

Congress is empowered to do by a simple majority vote.   

 One of the political parties has publicly proclaimed, if elected, to transform 

the country away from its original system of government as republic over to 

one that is totalitarian.  These are defined as follows: 

Republic. A government having a chief of state who 
is not a monarch and who in modern times is usually a 
president.  A government in which supreme power 
resides in a body of citizens entitled to vote and is 
exercised by elected officers and representatives 
responsible to them and governing according to law. 

Totalitarian.  Of or relating to centralized control by 
an autocratic leader or hierarchy.  Relating to a 
political regime based on subordination of the 
individual to the state and strict control of all aspects 
of the life and productive capacity of the nation 
especially by coercive measures (as censorship or 
terrorism).3 

 
2 “The Constitution of the United States: Article V,” in Forty Proclamations: The Theology of Grace Doctrine Church 

(St. Charles: Joe Griffin Media Ministries, 2011), 70–71. 
3 Merriam-Webster’s Collegiate Dictionary, 11th ed. (Springfield, Mass.: Merriam-Webster, 2014), s.vv. “republic,” 

“totalitarian.” 
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 Currently, the United States is being threatened by a major political party to 

begin instituting the latter system in 2021.  It surreptitiously uses terms such 

as progressive, socialist, and democratic, but the definition above of 

totalitarian best defines their clearly expressed intents and purposes. 

 In our context in 1 Kings, we observe the terrorism that existed in Israel under 

the rulership of seven monarchs, the latter, King Ahab, with the eager 

assistance of his wife Jezebel, to control the people through demonism. 

 There is nothing eviler than a system of government controlled by a dictator, 

although a believer, who is in the advanced stages of reversionism.  

Consequently, we may observe some of his tactics while his nemesis, Elijah, 

continues to operate under the guidance of the God of Israel. 

 It is important to note that Elijah has the power of prayer to express his 

requests and receive divine guidance during his confrontation with the king. 

 Elijah has done all that God requested him to do.  He has now left the result in 

the hands of God.  What happens next is left up to the Lord who promised him 

that if he executed His plan that God would end the drought by the provision 

of rain. 

Principles: 

1. The United States is God’s current client nation.  Its status is under assault 

from cosmic forces within it walls.  It is the duty of every Christian to grow in 

grace and become a dependable witness for the Prosecution. 

2. Fellow citizens, who have been recruited by cosmic forces as emissaries for 

Dark Side, have for five years been fomenting a coup d’état, “a sudden 

decisive exercise of force in politics; especially the violent overthrow or 

alteration of an existing government by a small group.”4 

3. This “small group” is actually a confederation composed of a political party, 

corrupt media both print and electronic, a brainwashed population, and the 

deployment of two terrorist organizations.  The latter have been granted carte 

blanche5 permission to turn American cities into rubble through arson, 

robbery, theft, intimidation, and murder. 

4. In our 1 Kings context, lots of these kinds of things were occurring in Israel 

due to the priests of Baal and Jezebel’s priests of Ashḗrah.  However, there is 

one man who stood between them and the people of Israel.  Many had come to 

believe in Yahweh when the Lord sent fire upon Elijah’s sacrifice. 

 
4 Ibid., s.v. “coup d’état.” 
5 “Carte blanche /kärt blänsh/: unrestricted power to act at one’s own discretion; unconditional authority,” The 

American Heritage Dictionary of the English Language, fifth ed. (New York: Houghton Mifflin Harcourt, 2016), s.v. 

“carte blanche.” 
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5. Elijah was the Lord’s Lone Ranger.  Theologically, he was the early-day 

George Patton, who alone took on the bad guys and after having done so, sat 

down on the top of Mount Cármel and engaged in prevailing prayer. 

6. The summum bonum of a client nation’s deliverance from cosmic 

conspiracies is the power of prayer.  Elijah was not discouraged by the delay 

in the cloud’s development out in the Mediterranean Sea.  With each of the six 

negative reports from his servant, He continued to pray. 

7. It was on the servant’s seventh report that Elijah heard what he knew would 

eventually occur.  Prayer time was over in exchange for immediate 

application.  Yet it was Elijah’s prevailing prayer that led to the divine 

provision of the rain which fulfilled the prophecy Elijah informed King Ahab 

in 1 Kings 17:1b, “… surely there shall be neither dew nor rain these years, 

except by my word.” 

The Current Crisis 

A. The Loss of Thought 

1. My use of this phrase refers to the cause of client nations’ decline 

beginning with the Roman Empire and continuing to that of the 

British Empire in the 1700s. 

2. England was a nation divided theologically between Catholicism 

and Protestantism.  When the former was in power, some 

Protestants became targets of religious persecution. 

3. A group of these protesters left England for the Netherlands to 

escape the harassment.  They ultimately organized a voyage to 

America that resulted in establishing a colony in New England in 

1620. 

4. This was the first effort by British citizens to leave the Empire 

and seek religious freedom in the New World.  This migration 

was populated overwhelmingly by Christians: Protestant 

Christians. 

5. Their reason to engage such a geographical voyage was the 

desire to freely worship God and His Word and to do so required 

the exchange of one continent for another. 

6. The underlying reason for such a drastic undertaking was the 

prevailing loss of doctrinal thought that their fellow citizens of 

England had allowed to occur. 

7. By moving to America, they could pursue truth without the 

intimidation they previously endured from those who did not 

subscribe to serious study of the Word of God. 
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8. Following the establishment of the original settlers at Plymouth, 

Massachusetts, in 1620, the New World embraced religious 

freedom—the autonomy to study Scripture without any negative 

influence from government. 

9. One hundred and fifty-six years later, the 13 American colonies 

drew what became a permanent line in the sand by means of its 

Declaration of Independence, signed on July 4, 1776,  and 

followed by complete separation following Washington’s defeat 

of British forces at Yorktown, Virginia, on October 19, 1781. 

10. Later, the Declaration was expanded to include the Constitution 

of the United States of America to which the first ten 

amendments were added.  

11. Amendment I expressed the primary reason this entire enterprise 

was engaged in 1610.  Its opening proclamation reads, “Congress 

shall make no law respecting an establishment of religion, or 

prohibiting the free exercise thereof.” 

12. The struggle for religious freedom was ultimately achieved when 

the Bill of Rights was ratified.  These and all subsequent 

Amendments may not be altered or deleted without the approval 

of 38 states. 

13. Yet, as 244 years have now passed, this guarantee of religious 

freedom is once again under assault by heathens, misled 

believers, purveyors of cosmic rationales, and a growing hatred 

for God’s immutable standards. 

14. Client nation America is now under assault by those who have 

lost the thought., the thought consisting of the immutable 

standards contained in the Word of God many of which are 

enshrined in the nation’s State Papers which we have noted. 

15. Once again, believers must gather their wits and become twenty-

first century Elijah’s.  We must engage our ever-ready asset to 

defend our religious liberties.  And the artillery we are granted by 

God Himself is the power of prevailing prayer. 

16. In the ninth century B.C., Elijah did his duty in the contest 

between the immutable power of Scripture and human viewpoint 

rationales of the Dark Side. 

17. We now face a similar challenge but we must utilize the same 

divine assets Elijah did in his contest with Ahab and priests of 

Baal and Ashḗrah. 
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18. This requires us to engage in the utilization of the following 

equation that combines the sovereignty of God and the free will 

of man to deploy the power of prevailing prayer.  This includes 

the observation of recent assets provided by the divine decree. 

B. The Divine Decree and the Power of Prevailing Prayer 

1. Consider this: Human emissaries function as witnesses for the 

defense before the Divine Court of Appeals, who think Lucifer’s 

case can be won by their constant dissemination of human 

viewpoint, human good, and evil until a complete loss of thought 

occurs in client nation America. 

2. Believers do not have the capability of looking into the future.  

However, when enough believers who possess doctrinal 

foresight, are able to analyze historical trends they are able to 

anticipate uptrends or downtrends. 

3. The prevailing loss of thought that is presently evident can only 

be interpreted as clear indicators of the overthrow of the United 

States. 

4. If permitted to acquire power by the manipulation of a national 

election in their favor, then their strategy will shift to the ultimate 

destruction of the nation’s State Papers and replace them by those 

promoting totalitarian tactics upon dissenters. 

5. Many citizens may clearly recognize these strategies, but they are 

helpless to do anything about it if the status quo remains 

unaltered. 

6. This is where the doctrine of prevailing prayer becomes our most 

powerful asset in this contest.  If doctrinally oriented believers 

have done their duties by praying for divine intervention, then 

that power and it alone may deliver us in this moment of truth. 

7. These prayers are processed by God.  They were done so in 

eternity past as they were recognized and retained in the divine 

decree. 

8. Importantly, the decree also recognized the cosmic attack on 

client nation USA in the present hour.  Those with doctrine have 

been praying for divine intervention since the potential transfer of 

power will bring significant national decline and attacks on 

individual rights protected in the Bill of Rights. 
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9. In the present challenge to national sovereignty there are 

interventions that only God can orchestrate and therefore 

impossible for believers to consider. 

10. Principle: No one lives forever on this earth, therefore, we all, 

save the Rapture, are destined to die.  The date of our demise is 

known only to God. 

11. If the Dark Side acquires control of the three houses of 

government, then the destiny of our nation and its freedoms face 

dire consequences. 

12. One branch is the Supreme Court which now consists of nine 

justices filled most recently by Associate Justice Amy C. Barrett  

caused by the recent death of Associate Justice Ruth B. Ginsburg.   

13. President Donald J. Trump is authorized by the Constitution’s 

Article II, Section 2, which reads, in part that: “He shall have 

Power to … nominate, and by and with the Advice and Consent 

of the Senate shall appoint … Judges to the supreme Court.” 

14. The Constitution does not limit the President’s power to make 

such appointments regardless of when such a vacancy arises 

during the course of his term of office.  This confirmation was in 

the divine decree in eternity past.   

15. Secondly, former Vice President Joe Biden has been unmasked 

for illegally acquiring millions of dollars in a deal his son, 

Hunter, negotiated on his behalf from China’s Communist 

government. 

16. Over the next week, details of this story will make its way into 

the national discussion and they may possibly cause Mr. Biden to 

lose votes in his efforts to acquire the presidency. 

17. This exposé has the potential to shift significant support to 

President Trump which would positively impact the structure of 

the nation’s government over the next four years and beyond. 

18. God knew all these details in eternity past and the timing of each 

has the potential to have lasting positive impact for the future of 

our nation. 

19. There are several passages of Scripture that inform a believer’s 

prayer life on behalf of our client nation and some offer specific 

guidance regarding the present attack from cosmos diabolicus. 

(End RECK-20.12.  See RECK-20.13 for continuation of study at p. 121.) 


