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 37.  These excerpts cite a process that prepares the environment in which 

the appeal will be adjudicated: 

1. When Lucifer sinned, the universe was frozen in place as 

his court trial was adjudicated in the Third Heaven. 

2. Genesis 1:2 certifies the point that the earth was also 

frozen in place.  It is movement that produces heat; 

therefore, the universe was in a suspended state. 

3. Once the appeal was granted, then the environment for its 

resolution had to be prepared. 

4. This was required so the earth could become the 

courtroom for the resolution of the appeal. 

5. To prepare the earth for its duly required rotation on its 

axis and revolutions around the sun, a thawing out is 

required.  

6. This process was provided by the power of the Holy 

Spirit to incubate1 the frozen planet.  This verse uses the 

illustration of a bird sitting on eggs providing the warmth 

necessary for them to hatch into life. 

7. The metaphor depicts the frozen planet, covered with 

frozen water, requiring heat to regain the state it recently 

enjoyed prior to the angelic rebellion. 

8. At the fall of Lucifer, the earth became “formless and 

void.”  This phrase translates the Hebrew, Whb)w* WhT) 
(tohu wa-bohu).  This had to be transformed into a 

functional, living planet which is what is taking place in 

the last part of verse 2. 

9. We do not know how long the universe was frozen in 

place during the course of the trial of Lucifer.  We do not 

know how long it took for the planet to thaw out. 

10. Yet at some point, God issued the command, “Let there 

be light, and there was light” (v. 3) followed by the 

Lord’s separation of the light from the darkness (v. 4). 

11. This indicates resumption of the planet’s rotation on its 

axis and its revolutions around the sun (v. 5). 

 
1  “Incubate.  To sit upon (eggs) to hatch them; hence, under conditions favorable for hatching and development” 

(Webster’s New Collegiate Dictionary, 2d ed. (1953), s.v. “incubate.” 
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12. This completed Day One of the restoration. 

 38.  The analysis that we have developed reveals that there was a 

tremendous amount of time between the “creation” of the angels and 

the “restoration” of the universe and planet earth: 

1. God’s creative acts began with that of the angelic 

population whose number is myriad. 

 → Time lapse (unknown) 

2. The creation of the universe including planet earth. 

 → Time lapse (one yoctosecond: (Genesis 1:1) 

3, The divine organization of the angelic population into an 

ordered system where cherubs had authority over the 

pursuivants, and Lucifer granted delegated authority over 

them from God. 

 → Time lapse  (unknown) 

4. Lucifer’s fall. 

 → Time lapse (1 day) 

5. Lucifer’s recruitment of one-third of the angelic 

community to join him in his rebellion. 

 → Time lapse (unknown) 

6. Lucifer’s arrest, trial, conviction, and sentence to the lake 

of fire. 

 → Time lapse (Unknown) 

7. Lucifer’s  appeal was submitted and then granted by the 

Supreme Court of Heaven with earth selected the venue 

for the hearing. 

 → Time lapse (Unknown) 

8. The incubation of the universe and the earth, the latter as 

the courtroom for the “calling out” of witness for the 

defense and the Prosecution. 

 → Time lapse (unknown: Genesis 1:2) 

9. The restoration of planet earth for hearing Lucifer’s case 

before the Divine Court of Appeals. 

 → Time lapse (7 days: Genesis 1:3–31) 
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 39.  These 9 segments of time outline the events that occurred prior to and 

following the creation of the universe including earth. 

 40.  Thousands of years could have elapsed from the time the universe was 

created up to the point the earth was restored in preparation for it 

becoming the courtroom for Lucifer’s challenge before the Divine 

Court of Appeals. 

 41.  Both the Creation Museum and the Ark Encounter present their 

displays from the standpoint of “Young Earth” creation which asserts 

that Genesis 1:1, which occurred in a yoctosecond, began the divine 

process of forming the earth for habitation for humans. 

 42.  It began a process that over the course of seven days or 164 hours the 

earth was restored.  If the beginning of that process is moved forward 

to Genesis 1:3, then we can agree with their position. 

 43.  However, we have demonstrated in our analysis of various passages 

of Scripture that numerous events took place in heaven following the 

original creation event. 

 44.  The earth’s original state of perfection and subsequent fall into chaos, 

indicates that events transpired that caused the planet’s status of 

perfection to become negatively altered. 

 45.  I submit those events occurred in the Third Heaven, one of which was 

the ascendency of Luther followed by his arrogance, sin, judgment, 

and sentence. 

 46.  The time between Genesis 1:1 and Genesis 1:2b is unknown.  But it 

could have consisted of millions of years, thousands of years, or even 

hundreds. 

 47.  But those events surely took place.  They transpired over the course of 

time between the conclusion of verse 1 and the beginning of the 

second half of Genesis 1:2.  We have confirmed they most certainly 

did not occur over the course of just one day. 

 In case you are interested in acquiring any or all of the books published by 

Ark Encounter, the four links below will take you to their pages at 

www.amazon.com: 

The Building of the Ark Encounter: https://www.amazon.com/Building-Ark-

Encounter-Answers-

Genesis/dp/0890519315/ref=sr_1_1?crid=3M4IGAPD05N3Q&keywords=th

e+building+of+the+ark+encounter&qid=1575655521&s=books&sprefix=Th

e+Building+of+the%2Caps%2C239&sr=1-1  ($12.63 Prime) 
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Inside Noah’s Ark: Why It Worked: https://www.amazon.com/Inside-Noahs-Ark-

Why-Worked/dp/0890519323/ref=pd_bxgy_14_img_3/134-1793656-

3825033?_encoding=UTF8&pd_rd_i=0890519323&pd_rd_r=efe2d496-

fff3-4c2e-84c6-

cff01eec900d&pd_rd_w=lTItL&pd_rd_wg=F4CfV&pf_rd_p=09627863-

9889-4290-b90a-

5e9f86682449&pf_rd_r=9G8N5S3BWQHYW62JZN0H&psc=1&refRID=9

G8N5S3BWQHYW62JZN0H  ($12.26 Prime) 

Journey through the Ark Encounter: https://www.amazon.com/Journey-Through-

Encounter-Answers-Genesis/dp/1683440129/ref=pd_bxgy_14_img_2/134-

1793656-

3825033?_encoding=UTF8&pd_rd_i=1683440129&pd_rd_r=27fa1a65-

7f31-4bb5-bffd-

e220a9605132&pd_rd_w=PGHzS&pd_rd_wg=3lv0x&pf_rd_p=09627863-

9889-4290-b90a-

5e9f86682449&pf_rd_r=RVF51BMG6FPJ4HFHW8SW&psc=1&refRID=R

VF51BMG6FPJ4HFHW8SW  ($16.62 Prime) 

Ark Signs: That Teach a Flood of Answers: https://www.amazon.com/Ark-Signs-

Teach-Flood-Answers/dp/1683440684/ref=pd_sbs_14_3/134-1793656-

3825033?_encoding=UTF8&pd_rd_i=1683440684&pd_rd_r=64f8d925-

9ed3-4913-af2b-

012359b28940&pd_rd_w=YgIXk&pd_rd_wg=mNkWe&pf_rd_p=5873ae95

-9063-4a23-9b7e-

eafa738c2269&pf_rd_r=WR4PR6H1Q0607Q0B8JTX&psc=1&refRID=WR

4PR6H1Q0607Q0B8JTX ($16.99 Prime) 

 We now return to our study of James: Chapter 3 with the expanded 

translation of: 

 James 3:7  For the taxonomy of every species of 

beasts [ qhr…on (thēríon) ], and birds [ peteinÒn 

(peteinón) ], of reptiles [ ˜rpetÒn (herpetón) ], and 

creatures of the sea [ ™n£lioj (enálios) ], is tamed 

[ customary present passive indicative of dam£aw 

(damázō): “to tame, subdue, or control ] and has been 

tamed by Homo sapiens.  (EXT) 

 James 3:8  But no one can tame the tongue; it is a 

restless evil and full of deadly poison.  (NASB) 

1. We have met the “living creatures,” as they are described in the 

NASB, in verse 7 are for the most part wild, some are extremely 

fast such as the cheetah or slow as the sloth. 
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 The cheetah lives on open plains of southern, 
central, and eastern Africa.  The cheetah is the 
fastest land animal in the world over short 
distances; it can attain a speed as great as 71 miles 
per hour. 

 The cheetah hunts alone or in small groups.  It 
usually hunts in the morning or late afternoon, 
cautiously stalking its prey (usually small antelopes) 
and then running it down in a final rapid sprint.  The 
cheetah has been trapped and tamed in Asia, 
where it has been used for coursing [to hunt or 
pursue] game.  The cheetah is the sole species of 
the genus Acinonyx [of the family Felidae].2 

2. The sloth has to win the accolade, “slower than cold gravy.”  

Here’s why: 

 Sloth, tree-dwelling mammal.  The forelimbs are 
longer than the hindlimbs, with long, curved claws 
sharp enough to cause deep wounds. 

 Sloths seldom voluntarily descend to the ground.  
Because they cannot walk but must pull themselves 
along the ground with their claws, they are easy 
prey for jaguars and other predators.  They cling 
erect to tree trunks and branches or hang upside 
down and move with extreme slowness, hand over 
hand, through the trees, feeding on vegetation  
Generally silent, they can utter a shrill cry or a hiss.  

 In captivity the unau [ /ū-nó/ two-towed] has lived 
more than 20 years.3 

3. As noted above, Cheetahs have been tamed as house pets in 

Asia.  Sloths are copacetic if high up in a tree.  In between is 

everything else among the “living creatures” all of whom have 

been tamed, subdued, or controlled, by man. 

4. In verse 8, James has set us up to yet again drive home his point 

about a small organ in the head of a Homo sapiens.  In the 

Greek text, the first three word of the verse are, “But the 

tongue,” which is introduced by the conjunction of contrast dš 

(dé): “But.” 
 

2 “Cheetah,” in The New Encyclopaedia Britannica: Micropaedia (2010), 3:148. 
3 “Sloth,” Ibid., 10:882–83. 



 
James: Chapter Three  JAS3-34/ 336 

 © 2020 by Joe Griffin Media Ministries.  All rights reserved. www.joegriffin.org 

5. This is followed by the noun, glîssa (glṓssa): “the tongue.”  

Yes, James is back on that.  In fact, he’s never left it.  He just 

made the point that in all the categories of taxonomy—animals, 

birds, reptiles, and fish—man has been able to tame, subdue, 

and control all of them. 

6. “But how about the tongue?” he asks.  He does so with the 

statement, “But the tongue,” followed by the phrase, “no man is 

able,  the static present middle indicative of the verb, dÚnamai 

(dúnamai): “to possess capability; capacity” 

7. The static present indicates a condition which is assumed as 

perpetually existing, or to be ever taken for granted as a fact.4  

What is the fact that perpetually exists among men? 

8. The aorist active infinitive of dam£zw (damázō): “to tame, 

subdue or control.” 

9. Now where have we heard that before?  What verse did we 

encountered the act of taming, subduing, or controlling 

something or someone?  Anyone?  How about this? 

 James 3:7  For the taxonomy of every species of 

beasts [ qhr…on (thēríon) ], and birds [ peteinÒn 

(peteinón) ], of reptiles [ ˜rpetÒn (herpetón) ], and 

creatures of the sea [ ™n£lioj (enálios) ], is tamed 

[ customary present passive indicative of dam£zw 

(damázō): “to tame, subdue, or control ] and has been 

tamed by Homo sapiens.  (EXT) 

10. Man has the ability to impose on all of these living creatures the 

power, moxie, tactics, strategy, etc., to bring them under 

control. 

11. What’s next for James?  What do we have so far in verse 8? 

“But the tongue no man has the capacity to tame, subdue, or 

control” is what we have in our exegesis. 

12. There is still one more word to consider.  Who, among 

mankind, has the  ability to control the tongue?  The answer is 

found in the subject of the verb dúnamai: which means  

“capacity.” 

13. It is the negative, oÙde…j (oudeís): “nobody!” 

 
4 H. E. Dana and Julius R. Mantey, A Manual Grammar of the Greek New Testament (Toronto: The Macmillan Co., 

1955), 186. 



 
James: Chapter Three  JAS3-34/ 337 

 © 2020 by Joe Griffin Media Ministries.  All rights reserved. www.joegriffin.org 

14.   James is just getting tuned up.  Here he comes again with two 

more negative examples of this incapacity.  The first is the 

adjective, ¢kat£statoj (akatástatos): “unstable, restless, 

vacillating.” 

15. This condition has characteristics that define the noun kakÒj 

(kakós): “evil, injurious, dangerous, pernicious.” 

16. So far, what have we got with an expanded translation? 

 James 3:8a  But the tongue nobody has the 

capacity to tame, subdue, or control; it is an unstable, 

restless, vacillating, and injurious evil … 

17. The final remark James uses to complete the verse is his 

summary indictment for the tongue is contained in three words: 

1. The adjective, mestÒj (mestós): “full.” 

2. The adjective, qanathfÒroj (thanatēphóros): “death-

dealing.” 

3. The noun,  iÒj (iós): “serpent-ejected venom.” 

18. James does not mince his words regarding the damage done by 

the tongue: “full, death-dealing, serpent-injected venom.” 

19. James’s illustration of the destructive use of the tongue is the 

snake, usually expressed in Scripture by the word “serpent.”  In 

the Old Testament it is the noun vj*n* (nachash) and in the New 

is the noun Ôfij (óphis). 

20. These words are used in Scripture to describe the arch enemy of 

God and believers.  We see Satan’s use of nachash in his 

exchanges with Ishah in Genesis 3 which resulted in her being 

propagandized to eat the fruit of the forbidden tree. 

21. Paul uses the noun óphis to accuse members of the Corinthian 

church of being propagandized by Satan as did Ishah in the 

garden: 

 2 Corinthians 11:3 I am afraid that, as the serpent 

[  Ôfij (óphis)] deceived Eve by his craftiness, your 

minds will be led astray from the simplicity and purity of 

devotion to Christ. 

 v. 4  For if one comes and preaches another Jesus 

whom we have not preached, or you receive a different 

spirit which you have not received, or a different gospel 

which you have not accepted, you bear this beautifully. 
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  Paul concludes this paragraph with a summation of his critique 

in: 

 2 Corinthians 11:13 Such men are false apostles, 

deceitful workers, disguising themselves as apostles of 

Christ. 

 v. 14  No wonder, for even Satan disguises himself 

as an angel of light. 

 v. 15  Therefore it is not surprising if his servants 

also disguise themselves as servants of righteousness, 

whose end will be according to their deeds. 

22. Paul comments on this condition in: 

 2 Timothy 3:13  Evil men and impostors will 

proceed from bad to worse, deceiving and being 

deceived. 

23. The master of deception is the one who is first characterized as 

the serpent but is able to transform himself into an “angel of 

light.”  But the real person is Lucifer himself whose personality 

is the purveyor of deception. 

24. He presents himself as a trustworthy source of wisdom, but his 

strategy and his ultimate goal is to capture the minds of the 

unsuspecting. 

25. Therefore, Lucifer’s dulcet toned, complementary enticements 

are camouflage for the venom of a black mamba or king cobra.  

Here are to excerpts on the talents of these two serpents: 

 That the black mamba is a fascinating snake in sort 
of a queasy way is obvious when you consider that 
he has probably been the subject of more legend 
than any other African snake. 

 One of the most dangerous aspects of mambas, 
especially black ones who are not so prone to living 
in trees as are their green cousins, is their extreme 
aggression.  If disturbed even at a distance while 
mating, or just sunning for that matter, they are 
inclined to attack, approaching with scary swiftness 
and rearing to a very impressive height.  A high 
proportion of mamba bites are high on the body, 
often the face. 
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 Inside the black mouth (which is really the basis for 
the name “black” mamba), normally held agape, is 
as much lethalness as a hand grenade.  Mambas 
swell their necks in threat display, although not as 
much as the cobras. 

 Mamba poison, especially the volume that may be 
injected by a large individual, is fantastically toxic, 
and a solid bite, even with antivenin at hand, usually 
means a quick, singularly unpleasant death.  Black 
mamba venom, which is twice as deadly as even 
the green mamba poison, paralyzes the breathing 
and, according to some herpetologists, affects the 
vagus nerve that controls heartbeat, letting the heart 
literally run wild.  How quickly it can kill was 
elucidated a few years ago in Botswana.5 

 There is a charming selection of cobra forms all 
over Africa, many quite different in appearance but 
sharing the common ability to kill you quickly if you 
don’t watch where you step.  The genus Naja has 
six members, including the Asian, or spectacled, 
cobra, five of which are Afros: yellow, forest, 
spitting, Egyptian, and a western cousin of the 
Asian cobra.  This doesn’t count the ringhals6 of 
Rhodesia and the Republic of South Africa, a highly 
specialized snake whim I have seen in action. 

 The ringhals cobra is one of the two cobras uniquely 
evolved with the ability to spit or spray its venom 
with surprising accuracy over a distance of seven or 
eight feet through the use of a modified pair of front 
fangs.  Powerful muscles around the venom sacs 
contract at will, providing the propelling force to 
project the venom through the hypodermic teeth. 

 It is my impression that the venom of ringhals is 
somewhat different from other cobra toxins in that it 
is very quickly absorbed through the conjunctiva, or 
white, of the eye. 

 
5 Peter Hathaway Capstick, “Snakes,” in Death in the Long Grass (New York: St. Martin’s Press, 1977), 252, 253. 
6  “An African snake that has one or two whitish bands across the neck and sprays venom at the eyes of the attacker, 

occasionally causing blindness  [Family Elapidae, genus: Hemachatus]” (The American Heritage Dictionary of the 

English Language, 5th ed. [2016], s.v. “Ringhals).” 
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 Although this snake is generally a pretty good shot, 
it aims for reflecting objects and may mistake a 
bright belt buckle or binocular lens for the eyes. 

 The ringhals most likely uses this technique to blind 
and kill small animals out of reach, striking like other 
cobras, chewing its venom deep into the wound as 
it holds on like a snapping turtle.7 

 James 3:8  But the tongue nobody has the 

capacity to tame, subdue, or control; it is an unstable, 

restless, vacillating, and injurious evil and full of death-

dealing, serpent-ejected venom.  (EXT) 

Principles: 

1. The person in verse 8 is both psychologically and theologically unstable.  

His tongue is an organ of communication expressing the content of his soul. 

2. James illustrates such a person as a snake.  What best illustrates a person that 

gossips, maligns, judges, and gossips is the black mamba who is very 

aggressive, always attacking, and loaded with venom. 

3. When a person decides to attack, he starts by recalling details that he thinks 

are unfair, unjust, or wrong.  From these he develops mental attitude sins. 

4. The venom sacs of the snake are poisonous but remain harmless if not 

ejected.   Likewise, the mental attitude sins of a person are harmful only to 

himself until he resolves to communicate them to others. 

5. Sins conjured in the soul can be easily loaded into its “venom sacs” for 

release to others.  When a person decides to make his ideas known, he ejects 

them to others through oral communication. 

6. This venom is then available for others to evaluate and sometimes repeat.  

The spoken word can unleash information that may be true but should 

remain private to the person being discussed. 

7. Usually, what is said is raw gossip that is motivated by venom in the soul.  

The volition votes to spread the news and the tongue is the fang that spreads 

the venom to the ears and souls of others. 

8. Those who gossip, malign, slander, and judge are unstable brought about by 

advancing reversionism characterized by emotionalism, mood swings, and 

criticism. 

(End of JAS3-34.  See JAS3-35 for continuation of study at p. 341.) 

 
7 Capstick, “snakes,” in Death in the Long Grass, 260. 


