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James: Chapter Two

Melchizedek offers an expressive type of Christ, the King-Priest,
especially of the Messiah’s work in resurrection, inasmuch as
the ancient character offers bread and wine, memorials of
sacrifice.1

13.

What Melchizedek represented and depicted were the elements of divine
sacrifice on behalf of those who have placed their faith in the coming
Messiah. He was not a priest according to the tribe of Levi nor a king of an
Israelite nation.

14.

Instead, the sparse information given about Melchizedek presented a brief
synopsis of the prophetic sacrifice of the coming Messiah. He was a king of
Salem, i.e., Jerusalem. He was a priest, but not of the tribe of Levi.

15.

He represented the continuance of the gospel message that was preserved by
Noah and his sons and extended through Shem and Arpachshad down to
Abram.

16.

The writer of Hebrews discusses these types found in Psalm 110 in:
Hebrews 5:5
Also Christ did not glorify
Himself to become a high priest, but the One [ God
the Father ] said to Him [ in Psalm 2:7 ], “You
[ Jesus ] are My Son, today I have begotten You
[ virgin birth ]”;
v. 6
just as He also says in another passage
[ Psalm 110:4 ], “You are a priest forever according
to the order [ t£xij (táxis): rank ] of Melchizedek.”
(EXT)
NOTE: The word táxis refers to an authority figure, e.g.,
Melchizedek, who rules over those who serve under him. In
this case it depicts Jesus Christ who is the High Priest of the
kingdom of priests, namely those of the Royal Family of God in
the Church Age.
Melchizedek’s appearance is not a parable of Jesus Christ. He a
person with a name. Personalities in parables have no formal
name nor are they identified as having a specific location. In
Psalm 110:4, Christ is the Person being addressed by the
Father. Jesus is not said to be Melchizedek but rather, “You are
a priest forever according to the order, rank, or manner of
Melchizedek.”

Merrill F. Unger, “Melchizedek,” in The New Unger’s Bible Dictionary, ed. R. K. Harrison (Chicago: The Moody
Bible Institute of Chicago, 1988), 832.
1
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Hebrews 5:7
Who [ Jesus ], in the days
of His flesh [ the Incarnation ], having offered up
both intense prayers [ see note below ] and
supplications associated with a loud scream and
many tears [ the three hours of judgement ] to the
One able to deliver Him from physical death, and He
was heard because of His respect for divine authority.
(EXT)
NOTE:
The sacrifice was not of an animal offered by the
Levitical priesthood but of Jesus Christ. The Psalms contain 16
“Messianic Psalms.” Psalms 16, 22, and 69 are pertinent here.
Hebrews 5:8
Although He was a Son
[ undiminished Deity ], He [ Jesus ] learned
obedience to authority [ in His true humanity ] from
the things He had suffered.
v. 9
And having been made perfect [ the
rank of High Priest ] He became the source of
eternal salvation unto all those who obey Him,
v. 10
having being designated by God a High
Priest according to the order of Melchizedek. (EXT)
17.

Since Melchizedek precedes the Levitical Priesthood, he is a unique priest
whose character sketch in Genesis 14 provides a source of evangelism from
the earliest days of the earth’s restoration from the flood to the bloodline of
Abraham who honored this priest following his victory over the
Mesopotamian Allied Army.

18.

What Melchizedek and Christ represent is the unique and therefore only
means of salvation through the divine system of grace and faith.

19.

Abraham demonstrated the mental attitude that functions in concert with
grace and faith when he accepted blessings from Melchizedek, but turned
down his offer of booty abandoned by the conquered forces of
Chedorlaomer.

20.

Heathen ideas of salvation emerged following the flood indicated by
ceremonies performed atop the tower of Babel. Man-centered efforts by
unbelievers in hope of eternal life were numerous and remain so to this day.

21.

What is totally different and therefore unique is salvation by grace through
faith alone in Christ alone. This marked difference between the worshipers
of idols the followers of Christ introduced a dichotomy into the post-diluvial
spiritual world.
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22.

Lucifer introduces his man-centered propaganda to the benighted in every
generation of history with emphasis on human viewpoint, human good, and
evil.

23.

Conversely, God offers eternal life to whosoever believes that Jesus is the
Christ. Those who believe will be saved by grace through faith. This gospel
resulted in a disruptive truth that Lucifer openly attacks and against which
he makes every effort to destroy or distort.

24.

His pursuit of heathen rituals and the performance of human works are
varied and broad. Any system that appeals to his strategy of human good is
promoted as a means of a happy afterlife.

25.

It is destined for failure, but nevertheless attracts willing followers. On the
other hand, Christianity is unique in that it presents a single, exclusive
choice for membership within it ranks: faith alone in Christ alone.

26.

This simple and exclusive doctrine continues to disrupt and bewilder the
followers of the Dark Side whose efforts are unfailingly focused on
imposing restrictions on its communication or outright censorship.

27.

The Abrahamic Covenant is a doctrine that is the catalyst to conflicts that
transpire in every dispensation. It is restrictive, but subsequent covenants
become even more restrictive. The four unconditional covenants are:
1.

The Abrahamic Covenant (Genesis 12:1–3) founds the nation
Israel, and confirms it with specific additions (Genesis 13:14–
17; 15:1–7, 18; 17:1–8; 22:15–18; 26:3–4; Exodus 6:2–8).

2.

The Palestinian Covenant is the deed to the land and secures
the final restoration of Israel. It gives the circumstances under
which Israel will be returned to the land (Genesis 15:18;
Numbers 31:1–12; Deuteronomy 30:1–9; Joshua 1:3–4; Isaiah
11:10–12; Jeremiah 23:3–8; Ezekiel 37:21–25).

3.

The Davidic Covenant (2 Samuel 7:8–16; Psalm 89:20–37;
2 Chronicles 21:7; Isaiah 55:3; cf., Acts 13:34) establishes the
perpetuity of the throne of David through Christ (Luke 1:32;
Acts 2:29–30).

4.

The New Covenant (Jeremiah 31:31–34) depends on the
sacrificial death of Christ and guarantees eternal blessings
under the Abrahamic Covenant. Hosea 2:14–23 pictures the
restoration and redemption of Israel (the adulterous wife).2

2

R. B. Thieme, Jr, Daniel: Chapters One through Six, 3d ed. (Houston: R. B. Thieme, Jr., Bible Ministries, 1996),
61n4.
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28.

Charles Clough’s summary statement on the preceding details about the
Abrahamic Covenant reads:
God’s covenant with Abraham defines His program of
“disrupting” salvation for the world from about 2000 B.C.
forward into eternity. Because it is a salvation program that
requires faith in Him, rather than autonomous works of man,
God offers a verifiable contract to measure His compliance that
our trust in Him may grow. God is known in the Bible as a
“covenant-keeping” God.

29.

The covenants to Israel draw a permanent distinction between the original
three races of the world—Shem, Ham, and Japheth—and that of the Jew. It
is to the Jews that the covenants are directed, their distinctions occurring
primarily in the millennial kingdom.

30.

These distinctions are specified to Abram beginning with:
Genesis 12:1
Now the Lord said to Abram, “Go
forth from your country [ Chaldea ], and from your
relatives [ extended family ], and from your father’s
house [ Terah’s ], to the land which I will show you;
v. 2
And (1) I will make you a great nation
[ Israel ], (2) and I will bless you, (3) and make your
name great; (4) and so you shall be a blessing;
v. 3
and I will bless those who bless you
[ pro-Semitics ], and the one who curses you I will
curse [ anti-Semitics ]. (5) And in you all the
families of the earth will be blessed [ with the
opportunity for salvation through faith in
Messiah ].

31.

The clause concerning anti-Semitism demands some elaboration. The
Gentile believers of this world are under direct and repetitive mandates from
Scripture to protect, defend, and support the individual Jew as well as the
nation of Israel.
If Abraham failed to grasp the full significance of God’s
prophetic declaration, Satan did not, and he plotted accordingly.
Since God was intent on establishing and blessing the
Abrahamic line, then Satan had to attempt to destroy that line.
To countermand Satan’s evil design against the promised new
race, God affixed a blessing and cursing clause to the
Abrahamic Covenant. The clause vouched for sustained divine
provision, protection, and preservation of Jews in every
generation. God had served notice that the Jew will survive
human history.
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Unlike the first two paragraphs of the Abrahamic Covenant, the
anti-Semitism clause applies fully to the unregenerate as well as
the regenerate Jew. The race must endure the Tribulation. This
is that future time in which all believers of the Church are
removed and God is again dealing with Israel as a nation.
Genesis 12:3 is by no means the only statement of divine
approval of pro-Semitism and divine condemnation of antiSemitism.
Thus a correlation exists between the rise and fall of
individuals, nations, and empires and their attitude toward the
Jew. The clause first presented in Genesis 12:3 serves as a
warning not only to Satan and his demonic hoards but to all
mankind. God will bless all who bless the Jews and punish all
who seek their destruction.3

32.

It is through Abraham that the line of Messiah is established. Within the
Jews race the chart pedigree of Jesus may be observed. The Jew has a
special dispensation in history called the Tribulation

33.

It will be the final opportunity for the Jew to recognize one last opportunity
to believe in Christ for salvation. There will be a concerted effort to
evangelize the Jews and that message will be spread by 144,000 Jewish
evangelists:
After the Rapture the Tribulation commences with three and a
half years of power politics in which four major spheres of
influence will vie for world domination.
Paralleling this power struggle unprecedented evangelism will
be conducted by 144,000 Jewish evangelists whom God will
seal and protect against the anti-Semitic element during the
entire Tribulation (Revelation 7:4–10). But in the last three and a
half years of the Tribulation anti-Semitism and general
alienation toward the Jews will become so intense that the
period is called the “great tribulation” (Matthew 24:21–22;
Revelation 7:14; 12:17).4

34.

When Abraham reached spiritual maturity, he demonstrated the power of
faith in the working object of doctrine enabling him to place his absolute
trust in the grace, authority, and integrity of God when he offered Isaac as a
sacrifice on a wooden altar atop Mount Moriah.

35.

Abraham’s working object was primarily the Abrahamic Covenant and the
promises attached to it. This is the background to the question posed in
James 2:21:

3
4

Thieme, Anti-Semitism, 4th ed. (2003), 14–15.
Ibid., 6.
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James 2:21
Was not Abraham our father
justified by works when he offered up Isaac his son
on the altar? (NASB)
1.

We have taken quite a bit of time and surely enough time to confirm the
phrase, “justified by works.” It has nothing to do with salvation but rather
the application of the Word of God to life and circumstances by a believer.

2.

Abraham is James’s example of a man who “heard the Word” and when put
to the test, he “was a doer of the Word.” Hearing and doing are to entirely
different things. It is simple to hear, it complex to concentrate, recall, and
actually apply what you know.

3.

The key to making the transition from hearing to doing is buying into the
principle of the law of freedom and absolute confidence in the integrity of
God.

4.

Volition is free to select the status of “hearer only” or “applying what you
have heard.” The key that binds the two together is “belief.” And belief
means faith in biblical absolutes as its working object.

5.

It is much easier to make decisions from facilitated wheel-tracks of human
viewpoint developed over the decades than to place absolute trust in a
principle recently learned in Bible class.

6.

The human viewpoint problem-solving device has been facilitated into a
path of least resistance. The biblical principle has not been. The only way
to successfully change what you think is to get to the point where you have
absolute trust in the integrity of God.

7.

The integrity of God is the love of God. Love for God is acquired by having
absolute confidence in the perfection of God. Integrity refers to the absolute
immutability of biblical principles and that the justice of God will bless
compliance with them or discipline noncompliance.

8.

This system is backed by divine omniscience and functions under a policy of
grace. God is perfect. We are not. He is therefore patient with the believer
who is ignorant of divine viewpoint.

9.

The system established in Scripture begins with the church, namely the local
church in which believers are to assemble for the teaching of divine
viewpoint by exegesis, categorical development, the function of the soul in
spiritual growth, and resultant blessings associated with compliance.

10.

The writer of Hebrews indicates how important this “starting point” is in the
process of spiritual growth:
Hebrews 10:24 Let us consider how to stimulate
one another to love and good deeds,
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Hebrews 13:25 not forsaking our own assembling
together, as is the habit of some, but encouraging one
another; and all the more [ regarding the unknown
time factor ] as you see the day [ physical death or
the Rapture ] dawning near [ the incipiency of
each ].
11.

The duty of the pastor-teacher is to prepare his sermons under the guidance
of the Holy Spirit and then present the information by that same power.

12.

When the congregation is assembled in church, the communication of
Scripture by the pastor-teacher, functions successfully on two levels: (1) the
pastor is filled with the Spirit and (2) so are the “hearers.”

13.

This mutual divine dynasphere establishes a spiritual relationship that is
empowered by the Holy Spirit. The pastor is enabled to read body language
indicating comprehension that produces epígnōsis in the kardía or
incomprehension indicating ignorance in the noús.

14.

If the former, then amplification enhances the subject further, if the latter,
repetition is required. The larger the congregation, the dynamics of this
pastor-parishioner relationship is enhanced accordingly.

15.

We have a television camera nailed to the back wall of this church. Every
time I teach a class, there are far more members of the electronic
congregation than of the live ones. Television permits outreach that would
otherwise be impossible.

16.

The electronic and live congregations are each benefitted by the spiritual
relationship that occurs in the latter.

17.

I hasten to add that we do not count heads, take rolls, or deploy outreach
committees. My job is to teach whoever shows up regardless of the number
that occupies the pews.

18.

All I am saying is that everyone benefits when the local congregation puts
top priority on being among the live assembly rather than the electronic.
Maintenance of academic discipline is enforced for the local assembly but is
absent for the electronic.

19.

There are legitimate reasons why locals do not attend live Bible classes and
it is not my job to demand attendance. That choice is left up to the believer
priest, I only observe from afar but without personal knowledge of slack
attendance.

20.

In summary, I am making reference to the principle James is stressing not
the subject he is addressing. His subject he is addressing is in:
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James 1:25
But the one who looks with an
earnest desire to absorb in detail the perfect law of
freedom, and continues to live in close proximity to
it, not having become a forgetful hearer only, but a
doer, this man shall acquire unalloyed happiness by
the production of divine good. (EXT)
21.

The principle James stresses is, “not having become a forgetful hearer only,
but a doer.” This turns out to be a tall order. Based on James’s teachings,
the problem of converting “hearing” into “doing” is the major cause of a
believer’s failure to execute the Christian way of life.

22.

The Christian way of life is based on the teachings of Scripture from an
ordained pastor whose approach to teaching follows a strict system of
hermeneutics that reveals the veracity of divine thought:
The Doctrine of Biblical Veracity Summarized

1.

There are two major doctrines that deal with the process by which God
makes Himself known to man: (1) revelation and (2) inspiration. They are
often confused with each other.
(1)

Revelation: The divine act of communicating to man what is
otherwise unknowable; a disclosure by God Himself regarding
things previously unknown and things that cannot be explained.

(2)

Inspiration:God the Holy Spirit so supernaturally directed the
human writers of Scripture, that without waving their human
intelligence, vocabulary, individuality, literary style,
personality, personal feelings, or any other human factor, His
complete and coherent message to mankind was recorded with
perfect accuracy in the original languages of Scripture, the very
words bearing the authority of divine authorship.
Inspiration by the Holy Spirit led the human writers to compile
a written record that is classified by conservative theologians as
“verbal plenary inspiration.”

2.

Verbal plenary inspiration is a term that combines two concepts:
(1)

Verbal Inspiration:
The Bible in its original words, from
first to last, is the exact record of the mind and will of God as
He intended it to be.

(2)

Plenary Inspiration:
The entire text is equally from God
but not necessarily equally important or equally indispensable,
for example, the Bible quotes human and satanic lies, and
erroneous views of false prophets.
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3-

Consequently, verbal plenary inspiration guarantees the accuracy of what is
in the Bible, but it does not condone or sponsor errors, evils, or falsehood
but merely explains them in detail.

4-

Dr. Lewis Sperry Chafer gives us a summary statement regarding the
differences between revelation and inspiration:
Revelation and inspiration are each in themselves cardinal Bible
doctrines and are often confounded. This confusion is perhaps
due to the fact that revelation and inspiration must concur, or
converge to one point, in securing that infallible divine Oracle
which the Bible unhesitatingly asserts itself to be. It is, by its
own claims, not only a revealed body of truth, but is the only
revealed body of truth. This claim, of necessity, implies two
divine operations, namely, revelation, which is the direct divine
influence which communicates truth from God to man; and
inspiration, which is the direct divine influence which secures
an accurate transference of truth into language which others
may understand.5

5.

Thus the writers of Scripture received direct revelation from God. Their
completed autographs constitute the inspired Word of God. God’s plan is
revealed to believers through a detailed study of this inspired Word.

6.

The primary source of revelation to the Church Age believer is the Bible.
The secondary source of revelation to the Church Age believer is the
interpretation of the Bible by a pastor-teacher who is equipped to analyze the
Hebrew and Greek texts by means of a three-fold process:

7-

5

(1)

Isagogics: The interpretation of the Bible in the time in which
it was written.

(2)

Categories:
The comparing of Scripture with Scripture
in order to bring together all that the Bible has to say with
regard to a particular subject.

(3)

Exegesis: The study of the etymology, grammar, and syntax
of the original languages of Scripture.

In its original languages, the Bible is the exact record of the mind and will of
God. The inerrancy of the Scripture combined with a pastor-teacher who is
filled by the Holy Spirit provides the positive believer with the opportunity
to grow in grace.

Lewis Sperry Chafer, Systematic Theology. (Dallas: Dallas Seminary Press, 1947), 1: 49-50.
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8-

The opportunity is made possible by Two Power Options: (1) the filling of
the Holy Spirit converts human IQ into spiritual IQ and (2) under the
mentorship of the Holy Spirit the believer can then comprehend the
supernatural information found in Scripture utilizing the Grace Apparatus
for Perception or Operation Z.

9.

The human authors of Scripture, under the ministry of the Holy Spirit, wrote
the books of the Bible under the principle of inspiration.

10.

The biblical confirmation of inspiration is found in:
2 Timothy 3:16
All Scripture is inspired by God
and profitable for teaching for reproof, for correction, for
training in righteousness.

11.

The phrase “inspired by God” is the Greek verbal adjective:
qeÒpneustoj (theópneustos) “God-breathed.”

12.

This word is a compound made up of the word QeÒj (Theós), “God,” and
the verb pnšw (pnéō), “breathe.” This is obviously an anthropomorphism:
language of accommodation that ascribes to God human physical
characteristics He does not actually possess so man may comprehend His
divine policy, character, and function.

13.

Breathing involves both inhale and exhale. Inhale illustrates the ministry of
the Holy Spirit in inspiration through which he directed the human writers.
Exhale illustrates what the human writers wrote down under the Spirit’s
direction. This is summed up in the statement:
God the Holy Spirit so supernaturally directed the human writers of
Scripture, that without waving their human intelligence, vocabulary,
individuality, literary style, personality, personal feelings, or any other
human factor, His complete and coherent message to mankind was
recorded with perfect accuracy in the original languages of Scripture,
the very words bearing the authority of divine authorship.

14.

The only true confidence in life is based on knowledge of divine thought
from which decisions are made and problems are solved. Confidence built
on any other system of thought results in a false confidence that cannot stand
up under the pressures common to cosmos diabolicus.

15.

This ongoing, unshakable confidence is built up by spiritual growth but is
able to endure trial and testing because of one’s core belief that the Bible is
the inspired record of God’s message to man for life and practice.

16.

Nevertheless, revelation and inspiration only guarantee the veracity of the
Bible.
(End JAS2-36. See JAS2-37 for continuation of study at p. 361.)
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