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The Inscrutable Question: Lights Identify Feast Days: Ex 12:1-11; Daily Worship in Eden, Gen 3:7-8; Abel & Cain’s Sacrifices; Gen 4:3-5
	23-	The execution of this was very simple for our original parents but following the fall it became much more complex in its requirements.  These things are revealed by an examination of the words involved.  We begin with the prepositional phrase “for signs”: the nominative plural of the noun: 
		toa / oth / - “identification” and “indication”
	24-	God’s first use of the luminaries is for signs.  Signs have many uses in Scripture including miracles, warnings, and seals to divine covenants.
	25-	The Greek synonym is shme‹on / semeion / and according to Arndt and Gingrich its first usage is as a distinguishing mark by which something is known.  Thus, a sign by its very nature points to something, identifies it, and reveals information.
	26-	With the help of a sign man can identify something previously unknown.  Once the information is known then a certain mode of behavior is often required.
	27-	In the Old Testament, the use of the word toa / oth / as a warning occurs in the book of Exodus.  Here we see the word used in relationship to Moses’ appointment as leader of the Israelites and the signs involved in the Ten Plagues imposed on Pharaoh and the Egyptians.  (Genesis 4-11)
	28-	The next time we see the word in Exodus it has a direct correlation with the events of the Fourth Day of restoration.  Here we see the Lord instruct Moses about the establishment of the feast days of Israel.
Exodus 12:1 - Now the Lord said to Moses and Aaron in the land of Egypt,
v. 2 -	“This month shall be the beginning of months for you; it is to be the first month of the year to you.
v. 3 -	“Speak to all the congregation of Israel, saying, ‘On the tenth of this month they are each one to take a lamb for themselves according to their father’s household, a lamb for each household.
v. 5 -	‘Your lamb shall be an unblemished male a year old; you may take it from the sheep or from the goats.
v. 6 -	‘And you shall keep it until the fourteenth day of the same month, then the whole assembly of the congregation of Israel is to kill it at twilight.
v. 11 - ‘Now you shall eat it in this manner: with your loins girded, your sandals on your feet, and you shall eat it in haste—it is the Lord’s Passover.’”
	29-	The Lord has instructed Moses and Aaron to establish a memorial feast to commemorate their Exodus from Egypt.  What the Lord has just instructed these men to do is observe certain celestial phenomena in order to develop a calendar.
	30-	The Jews functioned under two calendars: sacred and civil.  The sacred calendar began on the new moon of the month Abib or Nisan.
	31-	This new moon was a sign to the Jews to begin a countdown toward the arrival of Passover, the initial feast of the sacred year observed on Nisan 14th.
	32-	The civil calendar began with the new moon of the month Ethanim or Tishri.  New Year’s Day is called Rosh Ha-shanah, which means the “New Year.”  The Day of Atonement or Yom Kippur is observed on Tishri 10th. 
	33-	How this correlates back to Genesis 1:14 is brought out by the next word in context:
		duom / moed / -	Translated in all English versions as “seasons.”
	34-	The obvious interpretation of this word in context is the division of the year into the four seasons, a signal for the times to plant and harvest, and to develop a calendar.
	35-	However, the primary reason is brought out by the fact that the phrase “signs and seasons” is an hendiadys, defined by:
Baldick, Chris.  The Concise Oxford Dictionary of Literary Terms.  (New York: Oxford University Press, 1990), 97:
hendiadys [hen-dy-ă-dis]: the expression of a single idea by means of two nouns joined by the conjunction ‘and,’ rather than a noun qualified by an adjective.
	36-	Therefore the two nouns, “signs” plus “seasons” form one unit and refer to the same thing.
	37-	Thus, toa / oth /, translated “signs” indicates that the luminaries are an indicator or an identification of certain “seasons”: duom / moed /.
	38-	When the two are viewed as a single unit the definition takes on a completely different concept than identifying cyclic periods of the year.  Detailed definitions are important here:
Brown, Francis, S. R. Driver, and Charles A. Briggs.  The New Brown-Driver-Briggs-Gesenius Hebrew and English Lexicon.  (Peabody: Hendrickson Publishers, 1979), 417:
duom / moed / - an appointed time, place, meeting; a sacred season or set feast.  It is most probable that in Genesis 1:14 the reference is to the sacred seasons as fixed by the moon’s appearance.
Psalm 104:19a -	The Lord made the moon for the seasons [ duom / moed /: sacred feasts ].
Wilson, William.  Wilson’s Old Testament Word Studies.  (McLean: Macdonald Publishing Co.), 374:
An appointed time, hence a set time.
Strong’s Exhaustive Concordance, s.v. 4150:
A fixed time or season, specifically a festival; an assembly convened for a definite purpose; an appointed time.
Davidson, Benjamin.  The Analytical Hebrew and Chaldee Lexicon.  (Grand Rapids: Regency Reference Library), 329:
A set time or season, especially festival days.
Harris, R. Laird.  Theological Wordbook of the Old Testament.  Vol. 1.  (Chicago: Moody Press, 1980), 388-89:
The time for the festivals.  The heavenly bodies are for determining the seasons.  Each festival is a moed, but collectively they are the “feasts of the Lord.”  Moed must be thought of in a wide usage for all religious assemblies.
	39-	What we see develop here is that the luminaries were to be used to identify and indicate the set times that sacred festivals were to be observed.
	40-	From this we can now get a more precise translation of:
Genesis 1:14 - The God said, “Let there be lights in the expanse of the heavens to distinguish between day and night and let them be the means of indicating the times of sacred assemblies and feasts …
	41-	For Adam and Ishah, this process was quite simple.  The Lord gave them a vocabulary to determine certain periods of time.  If there was light then it was day.  If it was dark, then it was night.  If it was in between then it was either dusk or dawn.
	42-	Adam and Ishah were to assemble each afternoon at dusk for Bible class taught by Jesus Christ.  This is indicated by the events following the fall in:
Genesis 3:7 - Then the eyes of both of them were opened and they knew that they were naked; and they sowed fig leaves together and made themselves outfits.
	43-	Because of sin, innocence is lost and human viewpoint, under the influence of satanic deception, reached the legalistic conclusion that nakedness was the curse for the decision to eat the forbidden fruit.
	44-	To cover their bodies from view they opted to make themselves outfits from fig leaves.  They were so preoccupied with their tailoring task that when time came for evening Bible class they were caught off guard.
Genesis 3:8 - And they heard the sound of the Lord God walking in the garden in the cool of the day and the man and his wife hid themselves from the presence of the Lord God among the trees of the garden.
	45-	The word for “walking” is the Hithpael participle of the verb:
		Elh / halak / -	“to habitually walk about”
The New Brown-Driver-Briggs-Gesenius Hebrew and English Lexicon, 235:
Figurative for a mode of life or action; of a particular path of one’s life.
	46-	From this construct we learn that the Lord came into the Garden every evening to teach Bible class.  Adam and Ishah were expected in their pews at sundown, a time referred to as the “cool of the day”:
	jor / ruach / -	Plus the noun yom refers to the “breeze of the day,” or the “cool air of the day,” i.e., “evening”: dusk.
	47-	As the sun disappears beyond the western horizon, dusk falls over Eden as a gentle zephyr blows.  It is at this time that the Lord habitually came into the Garden in a theophany in order to teach Bible class.
	48-	When the sun as the “greater light that governs the day” sinks from sight Adam and Ishah were to be in their assigned place to receive instruction from the Lord.  Instead they were AWOL, incognito, and “on the lam.”
	49-	Our original parents knew how to use the luminaries to distinguish between day and night and thus know when it was time for the sacred assembly.
	50-	The human-good outfits of fig leaves were not acceptable to the Lord.  In order to provide for them proper attire He instituted a feast that portrayed the redemption solution of faith alone in Christ alone.
	51-	The Lord took a lamb and sacrificed it as a demonstration of substitutionary atonement for sin.  The skin of the lamb was then taken and used to provide Adam and Eve with new clothes:
Genesis 3:21 - And the Lord God made garments of skin for Adam and his wife, and clothed them.
	52-	At this point the Lord sent them out from the Garden with the mandate to procreate and bring forth new witnesses for the appeal trial.
	53-	It becomes obvious that the feast associated with a sacrificial lamb was to be carried forward and practiced by all their progeny.  They were to faithfully observe the luminaries and at the appointed time bring a lamb forward for sacrifice.
	54-	Soon Adam and Eve had two sons, Cain and Abel.  Cane was a farmer while Abel was a rancher.  Each was to learn Christology, soteriology, and hamartiology by means of the blood sacrifice mandated by the luminaries.
	55-	However, Cain was an unbeliever and did not appropriately comply with the mandate while Abel was a believer and did so at the appointed time:
Genesis 4:3 - So it came about in the course of time that Cain brought an offering to the Lord of the fruit of the ground.
	56-	The phrase the “course of time” is literally, “at the end of days.”  This is an idiom that refers to a regularly scheduled time when the members of Adam’s family were to bring their sacrifices to a certain place.
	57-	This was most likely an annual event as dictated by the luminaries and established by Adam as spiritual head of his household.
	58-	The institution of this sacrifice occurred in Eden and was maintained under mandate from the Lord for all of Adam’s progeny.
	59-	It was a divinely appointed “season” which was indicated to Adam and his family by the positions of the luminaries in the heavens.  Adam kept track of time and at the appointed time he assembled his household for the sacred sacrifice and feast.
Genesis 4:4 - And Abel on his part also brought of the firstlings of his flock and of their fat portions.  And the Lord had regard for Abel and for his offering;
v. 5 -	but for Cain and his offering He had no regard.  So Cain became very angry and his countenance fell.
	The phrase in verse 4 “firstlings of the flock” is key to my assertion that the sacrificial animal that provided Adam and Eve with their garments of animal skin was the lamb.  The word for “flocks” is the noun:

		/ax / son / -	“sheep”
Theological Wordbook of the Old Testament, vol. 2, 749:
Son is the generic term for “small cattle” comprised mostly of sheep and goats, but the emphasis in the word is on sheep.
The firstborn of the flock belong to Yahweh, and the tithe of the flock was given to him.  Sheep served for numerous offering.  Their most prominent place was on the day of the Passover.  A year old, male lamb without blemish was offered up by each household.
	These examples give us the Lord primary purpose for introducing time keeping to our original parents: so they and all their progeny could get organized in their worship of their Creator-God, the Lord Jesus Christ.

Genesis 1:14 - The God said, “Let there be lights in the expanse of the heavens to distinguish between day and night and let them be the means of indicating the times of sacred assemblies and feasts, and for days and years.”


