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The Inscrutable Question: Vocabulary & Grammar of Genesis 1:5 Documents 24-Hour Days of Restoration
		17	Day: <oy / yom -	“day”
In this context the word takes on its basic meaning of the period of light between sunrise and sundown.
		18	In other words, God informs us that His name for the light that illuminates the earth in the course of a 24-hour period is “day.”
		19	This name is to be in contrast to the next vocabulary word our Lord introduces for:
			Darkness: Evj / hoshek / -	“darkness”
By retaining the darkness as a part of the restored earth, the Lord gives it a name as well:
			Night:  hlyl / layelah / -	“night”
		20	God’s name for the period of the 24-hour day in which darkness dominates is “night.”
		21	But as the earth rotates, the light fades to darkness and darkness fades to light.  Therefore, we have additional vocabulary words introduced:
Genesis 1:5b -	And it became evening [ bru / arav / ] and it became morning [ rqB / boqer / ].
		22	There is a sequence here:
	Energized by infrared radiation from the Holy Spirit, the earth resumed rotation on its axis.

Simultaneously, Light was reintroduced from a direct source, namely the Shekinah Glory.
Light was separated from darkness and designated as “day” and “night” respectively.
The dividing line on the earth’s disk between light and darkness is referred to by astronomy as the “terminator.”
When the earth’s rotation resumed, the meridian at the western terminator began to move toward the eastern terminator. 
On arrival some 12 hours later, the Light disappeared from view behind the western horizon bringing dusk or “evening”:
			Evening:	bru / arav / -	“dusk”
	After an hour or so came darkness or “night.”

About eleven hours later, as the earth’s rotation brought the meridian near to its original position at the western terminator, the Light began to appear beyond the eastern horizon bringing daybreak, or “dawn”:
			Morning: rqB / boqer / -	“dawn” 
	After an hour or so came daylight or “day,” specifically, the Light of the Second Day in verses 6-8.

This sequence of events is summarized by Job in:
Job 26:10 -		“He has inscribed a circle on the surface of the waters at the boundary [ qj / choq /: a prescribed boundary ] of light and darkness.”
	23.	This entire process describes a single rotation of the earth on its axis and is repeated five more times in Genesis 1—verses 5b, 8b, 13, 19, 23, and 31.
	24.	The principle is driven home by the fact that in each of these verses the particular day of restoration is numbered in sequence.  Genesis 1:5 concludes with the proclamation:
Genesis 1:5c -	Day one [ <oy + dja: / yom + ehad / ].
	These two words score a very critical grammatical point in favor of those who consider the six days of restoration to be six 24-hour days.

In our study we cited six authors who support this interpretation and each either stated or implied a rule of Hebrew grammar that defends his position.
 1.	Tenney, Merrill C. (ed.).  The Zondervan Pictorial Encyclopedia of the Bible.  Vol. 2.  (Grand Rapids: Zondervan Publishing House, 1976), 45:
DAY.  The concept of a legal or civil day, the period between two successive sun risings, goes back to the creation story and is found throughout the Bible.  The only day of the week to which the Jews gave a name was the Sabbath; they used ordinal numbers for the days.
2.	Jenni, Ernst and Claus Westermann.  Theological Lexicon of the Old Testament.  Translated by Mark E. Biddle.  Vol. 2.  (Peabody: Hendrickson Publishers, 1997), 526-28:
<oy yôm day
The basic meaning of yom is “day (from sunrise to sundown)” in contrast to “night.”  As in most languages, this basic meaning broadens to “day (of 24 hours).”  Thus in the Pentateuch’s creation account its distinction between “day” and “night” is overlaid by the later seven-day pattern that enumerates the days of the week.
In total, yom occurs about 150 times in combination with an ordinal number.  
3.	Walvoord, John F. and Roy B. Zuck (eds.).  The Bible Knowledge Commentary: Old Testament.  (Wheaton: Victor Books, 1985), 28:
(Genesis) 1:3-5.  The term yom with an ordinal adjective means 24-hour days wherever this construction occurs in the Old Testament.
Keil, C. F. and Franz Delitzsch.  The Pentateuch.  Vol. 1 in Biblical Commentary on the Old Testament, translated by James Martin.  (Grand Rapids: Wm B. Eerdmans Publishing Co., 1968), pp. 50-51:
dja / ehad / (one) is used at the commencement of a numerical series for the ordinal “first.”  Like the numbers of the days which follow, it is without the article, to show that the different days arose from the constant recurrence of evening and morning.  It is not till the sixth and last day that the article is employed (ver. 31), to indicate the termination of the work of creation upon that day.
5.	Thieme, R. B., Jr.  Creation, Chaos, & Restoration.  3d ed.  (Houston: R. B. Thieme, Jr., Bible Ministries, 1995), 16:
When the word yom, “day,” occurs in the Old Testament with a numeral, this grammatical construction always describes a twenty-four hour solar day.  Further, a literal understanding of Exodus 20:11 confirms a sequence of six, twenty-four-hour days in the Genesis account of restoration.
Exodus 20:11 -	“For in six days the Lord made the heavens and the earth, the sea and all that is in them, and rested on the seventh day; therefore, the Lord blessed the Sabbath day and made it holy.”
Hasel, Gerhard F.  “The ‘Days’ of Creation in Genesis 1: Literal ‘Days’ or Figurative ‘Periods/Epochs’ of Time?”  Origins 1994, 14-15:
We have to recognize the fact that the term yom in every one of the six days has the same connections: a) It is used as a singular; b) it has a numeral; and c) it is preceded by the phrase. “there was evening and there was morning.”  This triple interlocking connection of singular usage, joined by a numeral, and the temporal definition of “evening and morning,” keeps the creation “day” the same throughout the creation account.  To depart from the numerical, consecutive linkage and the “evening-morning” boundaries in such direct language would mean to take extreme liberty with the plain and direct meaning of the Hebrew language.
When the word yom, “day,” is employed together with a numeral, it refers in the Old Testament invariably to a literal day of 24 hours.
(Further) the term “day” is used in Hebrew without the article in each instance of each creation day, except in the case of the “sixth day (Genesis 1:31).  The first “day” of Genesis 1:5 in Hebrew reads literally “one day,” because we have the cardinal number “one” used with the term “day.”
The recent research grammar by Bruce K. Waltke and M. O’Connor points out that the indefinite noun yom with the indefinite cardinal numeral for “one” (Hebrew echad) in Genesis 1:5 has “an emphatic, counting force” … in addition to having the force of an ordinal number which is to be rendered as “the first day.”
Based on this syntactical observation of the Hebrew language, “the first day” and “the sixth day” of creation form a literary device, an inclusio [Latin: confinement; to keep within limits], which frames the six creation “days.”
Since the first and sixth days are definite, providing a clear boundary, the days are meant to be chronological and sequential, forming an uninterrupted six-day period of literal 24-hour days of creation.  Thus, the definite use of the first and sixth days respectively mark and frame the six-day sequence into a coherent sequential and chronological unit of time which will be repeated in each successive week.
“The seventh day” is also written with the Hebrew article.  Since “the first day” (vs.5) is definite as well as “the sixth day” (vs.31), a larger unit is formed.  It is the unit of six workdays followed by “the seventh day” (Genesis 2:2-3), the day of rest.
This uninterrupted sequence is divinely planned and ordained as the rhythm of the time for each successive week.
	27-	Now let’s take a look at our corrected translation of verses 1-5:
Genesis 1:1 -	[CTL] In the beginning [ of the universe ] God [ specifically, Jesus Christ, Col. 1:16-17 ] created [ arB bara ] the heavens and the earth.
v. 2 -	But the earth became desolate and empty [ meteorological & geological catastrophes ]; and absolute darkness [ withdrawal of electromagnetic radiation ] was on the face of the raging waters [ creating an ice pack: the Pleistocene Epoch or “Ice Age” ].   But the Holy Spirit radiated infrared heat upon the waters [ melting the ice pack: Holocene Epoch ].
v. 3 -	Then God said, “Let light [ roa / or / ] be,” and light [ from the source of the Shekinah Glory ] was.
v. 4 -	God saw that the light was good and caused a separation between light and darkness [ the terminator ].
v. 5 -		God called light [ roa / or / ] day [ <oy / yom ] but darkness [ Evj / hoshek / ] He called night [ hlyl / layelah / ].  And it became dusk [ bru / arav / ] and it became dawn [ rqB / boqer / ]—Day One [ <oy + dja: / yom + ehad /: 24 hours ].
	28-	The divine accomplishments on Day One included the Holy Spirit providing the infrared radiation necessary to melt the ice pack and enable the earth to resume rotation on its axis.
	29-	The light from the Shekinah Glory was necessary to reintroduce visible light to the earth but not to banish darkness.  They are to coexist.
	30-	Finally, the presence of infrared heat from the Holy Spirit and visible light from the Shekinah Glory were factors that would be necessary on the Second Day when meteorology would be reintroduced.


