1
© 2001  Joe Griffin
01-02-20.JSH-444 / 
	
1
www.gdcmedia.org	www.joegriffin.org
The Inscrutable Question: Holy Spirit Ends “Ice Age,” Gen 1:2c; Separation of Light & Darkness Sets the Stage for the Invisible War, Gen 1:3-5
Genesis 1:2 -	But the earth became desolate and empty with darkness on the face of the raging waters forming an ice pack.  But the Holy Spirit radiated heat upon the waters.
When divine restoration of the earth began is when the “Ice Age” ended, a period the geologists refer to as the Pleistocene Epoch.  The geologic analysis of the Pleistocene Epoch comes very close to biblical chronology:
Encyclopaedia Britannica, 15 ed., s.v. “Pleistocene Epoch”:
Pleistocene / PLY-sta-Seen/ events ended about 10,000 years ago.  The Pleistocene is the span of time during which man as a species evolved from advanced apelike forms to his present condition.  It was a time of great change on the continents; at least four times, and possibly five, vast continental ice sheets moved across the landmasses of the Northern Hemisphere, profoundly altering the landscape and affecting not only the climate but also the distribution of plants and animals.  The glacial periods were times of lowered worldwide sea levels because the ice bound up water upon the surface of the land.
The close of the Pleistocene in North America and elsewhere witnessed a great wave of extinction that affected many mammals, especially those of large size, and severely depleted the variety and numbers of the large mammal community.  These extinctions may be related both to the advent of man and to ecological factors.
With the waters melting and racing back to their ocean beds, the earth is now ready to be restored for the “advent of man” and other new life forms.  This brings us to the first day of restoration and the provision of visible light:
Genesis 1:3 -	Then God said, “Let light [ roa / or / ] be,” and light was.
Genesis 1:4 -		God saw the light was good and caused a separation between light and darkness [ Evj / hoshek / ].
v. 5 -		God called light day but darkness He called night.  And it became evening and it became dawn.  Day one.
	The light that is brought into view in verse 3 is not that from heavenly bodies.  It is not the creation of light but the reintroduction of light.

Just as the primary source of light in Genesis 1:1 was the Shekinah Glory, such is the case here.
The judgment of the creation is over.  Perfection is about to be restored.  The restoration begins with the perfect light of the Shekinah Glory providing the radiation and visible light required by the first three days.
We studied the presence of the Shekinah Glory at this point in our study and learned that it is manifest in every dispensation beginning with Israel and ending with the millennium.
Such is the case here in verse 3.  Darkness speaks of sin, judgment, spiritual death, and cosmos diabolicus.  But in the words of the Apostle John, “God is light and in Him is no darkness at all.”
Therefore, the light provided by the luminaries in Genesis 1:14-19 must be distinguished from the light in Genesis 1:3-13.  An elaboration on this principle is provided by:
Thieme, R. B., Jr.	Creation, Chaos, & Restoration, 14-15:
Genesis 1:3 was the beginning of God’s work, which will conclude with a future age where darkness no longer exists.  In Genesis 1:4 God separated the light from the darkness and assigned to each a specific realm of activity.
Throughout Scripture darkness belongs to the devil and is a metaphor for sin, spiritual death, and the kingdom of Satan.  In contrast, the realm of God is light.  God Himself is light (1 John 1:5) and in Him there is no darkness.
God allowed the darkness to coexist with the light just as he permits fallen angels to continue to exist with the elect angels and unbelievers to coexist with believers.
	Darkness is permitted beginning in Genesis 1:2 as a means of judgment upon an environment corrupted by angelic sin.

This darkness is permitted to remain as a part of the restored earth as a constant reminder to the new species of mankind that they are engaged in an ongoing conflict between the forces of light and the forces of darkness.
The human race, like the angels before them, are going to be forced to make a choice on whose side they will testify and as a result for whose army they will fight.
		10	Therefore, the divine decision to allow darkness to remain a part of the restored earth is designed as a daily visual-aid reminder of the Invisible War.
	In order to establish the contrast between the two camps illustrated by light and darkness, the Lord gives us our first vocabulary lesson in verses 3-5.  Let’s take it one verse at a time.

Genesis 1:3 -	Then God said, “Let light [ roa / or / ] be,” and light was.
	Again this is elemental light provided by the Shekinah Glory of our Lord.  It is not the light that is emitted from luminaries such as the sun, moon, stars, and planets.  The word for the latter is roam / maor / which does not appear until the forth day of restoration.  In fact or is singular while maor is plural.

	2.	In verse 3, “Then God said” is a mandate for light to appear on Planet Earth.  The phrase “and light was” indicates the response of Jesus Christ as Shekinah Glory in providing that light.
Genesis 1:4 -	God saw the light was good [ boT / tov / ] and caused a separation between light and darkness [ Evj / hoshek / ].
	Verse 4 is the Father’s response: “God saw that the light was good,” indicating His approval.  However, He does not so classify darkness.

		4.	The Hebrew word for “good” is tov and refers generally to those things that are agreeable, pleasant, desirable, beautiful, and advantageous.  Specifically with regard to the acts of restoration it means “excellent.”
		5.	There is a Latin term that, shall be say, casts the proper light on the word tov in the context of Genesis 1—summum bonum: the supreme good.  Therefore, light is a perfect manifestation of the divine standard of excellence.  Darkness is not!
	6.	Consequently, God separates light from darkness.  When Lucifer’s sin occurred prior to verse 2, God shut down the universe.  The light of the Shekinah Glory was withdrawn and that of the luminaries was stopped.  The result was absolute darkness.  Thus by the total removal of light God created darkness.  But the cause was the sin of Lucifer.
		7.	In order to enable mankind to distinguish the dichotomy between light and darkness, God decreed that it should be separated.
	Therefore, the light of the Shekinah Glory was isolated to one side of the earth thus allowing the opposite hemisphere to remain in darkness.

Astronomers refer to this line of demarcation between light and darkness as the “terminator” and we will note its importance in verse 5.
Genesis 1:5 -	God called light [ roa / or / ] day [ <oy / yom ] but darkness [ Evj / hoshek / ] He called night [ hlyl / layelah / ].  And it became dusk [ bru / arav / ] and it became dawn [ rqB / boqer / ]—Day One [ <oy + dja: / yom + ehad /: 24 hours ].
	There was a little misunderstanding regarding the mechanics of the first day’s events and this verse clears that up.  Someone asked if the light on the first three days was restricted to one side of the earth and darkness to the other without there being a rotation of the earth.

In verse 5, the Lord provides us with additional vocabulary words plus a principle of syntax that clearly indicates that the rotation of the earth is being described.
We postulated that the earth is frozen on its axis during Genesis 1:2.  We drew this conclusion based on the fact that complete darkness exists throughout the universe according to the word Evj / hoshek / which indicates total and absolute darkness.
Further, I presented a supposition that the only way that all light could be removed from the universe would be by the withdrawal of all electromagnetic radiation.
In order to accomplish this it was suggested that the Lord would have to lower the temperature throughout the universe to absolute zero.  This would result in no energy conversion, no work and thus no movement.

	We will have more to say about this particular subject a little later on and thus won’t elaborate any further at this point.  However, the earth’s temperature was raised by the provision of  heat by the Holy Spirit at the end of verse 2 and by the visible light provided by the Shekinah Glory in verse 3.

This caused the earth to resume the spin on its axis and we will demonstrate that its period of rotation was 24 hours.
The vocabulary words provided by the Lord plus a principle of Hebrew grammar will verify this conclusion.  This will answer the question posed as well as discredit the assertions of certain ones in the scientific community that the days of restoration are equal to geologic epochs.


