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The Inscrutable Question: Chaos of Gen 1:2, Rhythm of Perfection & Disorder: Curse on Creation, Gen 3:17-19; Rom 8:19-22
	15.	Following original creation, the universe was first populated by the angels who enjoyed a period of time in which they were at harmony with God.
	16.	During this period of time the angels received God’s blessings until the arrogance of Lucifer fomented his rebellion.
	17.	By means of omniscience, the Lord knew in eternity past that the fall of the angels would occur and that segments of time would be needed to resolve the issue.
	18.	The time needed to resolve the original trial is unknown but occurred during Genesis 1:2.
	19.	The prosecution of Lucifer and his followers took place in the eternal state with a trial at bar before the Justices of the Supreme Court of Heaven, God the Father, God the Son, and God the Holy Spirit.
	The Hebrew grammar and syntax in Genesis 1:2 give us our first clue that something initiated a change in the make up of the universe from perfect to chaotic.

Genesis 1:2 begins with the disjunctive conjunction waw translated “but,” followed by the noun ”earth”: aretz plus the qal perfect of the verb hayah, “became.”
This is extremely important because the disjunctive separates verse 2 from verse 1.  The syntax behind this translation is discussed in:
Waltke, Bruce K. and M. O’Connor.  An Introduction to Biblical Hebrew Syntax.  (Winona Lake: Eisenbrauns, 1990), 650-51:
In Hebrew syntax, a sequential construction is expressed by a w (waw) + verb + noun word order [translated “and”].  A disjunctive or contrastive construction is expressed by a waw + noun + verb word order [translated “but”] as in Genesis 1:2.  
	The popular English translations of the Bible treat the introductory waw as if it were sequential rather than disjunctive and thus have the following translations: “And the earth was” or “Now the earth was.”

However, according to Waltke and O’Connor, the syntax indicates that the conjunction is disjunctive and thus should be translated, “But the earth became.”
Thus a rhythm is established for the period of time that the universe exists: perfection—disorder—perfection—disorder—perfection.
This rhythm is manifest by: (a) the Perfection of original creation (Genesis 1:1), followed by (b) the disorder from Lucifer’s fall and its ramifications (Genesis 1:2), followed by (c) the perfection of restoration and the Garden of Eden (Genesis 1:3-2:25), followed by (d) the disorder from the Fall of man that continues through the Tribulation (Genesis 3:6-Revelation 19:10, followed by (e) the perfection that begins with the Second Advent of Christ and runs through His millennial reign (Revelation 19:11-20:6).
In Genesis 1:2 this rhythm moves into its first “disorder” phase while the trial of Lucifer and the fallen angels is being heard in heaven.
During the trial the angels’ privilege to access the universe is withdrawn.
To ensure that they could not become fugitives by escaping to the universe the angels were placed under “house arrest” in the eternal state until the trial was completed.
It is important to remember that Lucifer’s original sin occurred in the universe which up to that point was in status-quo perfection.
However, we know from the fall of man that sin destroys perfection and results not only in the fall of the sinner but also results in divine judgment upon the environment in which the sinner functions.
Genesis 3:17 - Then to Adam, Jesus Christ said, “Because you have listened to the voice of your wife, and have eaten from the tree about which I commanded you, saying, [Gen 2:17a] ‘You shall not eat of it’; cursed is the ground because of you; in toil you shall eat of it all the days of your life.
v. 18 - “Both thorns and thistles it shall grow for you and you shall eat the plants of the field;
v. 19 - by the sweat of your face you shall eat bread till you return to the ground because from it you were taken; for you are dust and to dust you shall return.”
	32.	The divine curse upon the material creation is Paul’s subject in Romans 8:19-22 where the universe is personified as being in “slavery to corruption”:  
Romans 8:19 - [CTL] The confident expectation of the material universe stands in eager anticipation for the revealing of the sons of God.
Romans 8:20 - For the creation was subordinated [ at the fall ] to futility [ loss of predetermined function ] against its own will but because of Him Who has subordinated it in the time of confidence [ confident expectation of the Second Advent ].
Romans 8:21 - Therefore the material universe itself shall be set free from slavery to corruption into the freedom of the glory of the children of God.
Romans 8:22 - For we know that the entire universe groans along with us and suffers the pains of childbirth together with us until now.
	In verse 21 we see the statement “slavery to corruption” from which the universe desires to be set free and is ultimately assuaged at the Second Advent of Christ.

This “corruption” is the effect imposed by the Lord in Genesis 3:17-19.  Its cause was judgment for human sin.  Thus also in a similar way is the curse in Genesis 1:2.
Once the Luciferian rebellion had begun the righteousness of God could not permit the scene of the crime to remain in status-quo perfection.  Therefore, the universe was shut down beginning with a series of cataclysms.

