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The Inscrutable Question: Eternal Life: New Heavens & New Earth, Rev 21:1; Morris’s “Scientific Creationism”: Entropy & Thermodynamics
C.	The New Heavens & New Earth
	There is very little information in the Bible about the details of the eternal state.  The passage that seems to give the most information is Revelation 21:1-22:5.

Revelation 21 is divided into three paragraphs:
	Description of the eternal state (vv. 1-5).

Citizens of the eternal state (vv. 6-8).
Capital of the eternal state (vv. 9-27).
Revelation 21:1 - Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth for the first heaven and the first earth were blown away and there was no longer any sea.
	The dissolution of the original universe is described in 2 Peter 3:10-13.  This apparently involves nuclear fission that destroys the universe by fire.

2 Peter 3:10 -	[CTL] The day of the Lord will come like a thief in which the universe will disappear with a sudden roar and the elements will be dissolved with intense heat, and the earth and it works will be burned up [ nuclear fission ].
v. 11 -	Since all these things are in the process of being dissolved [ second law of thermodynamics ], in this manner what kind of people ought you to be: you ought to live in holy lives as God would have it,
v. 12 -	anticipating and earnestly desiring the coming day of God [ the eternal state ], because of which the burning heavens will be dissolved and the elements will melt with intense heat [ nuclear fission ].
v. 13 -	But according to His announced promise, we are anticipating new heavens and a new earth in which righteousness is at home. 
		NOTE:	The second law of thermodynamics addresses the loss of energy in a closed system such as the universe.  This is called entropy and is described by:
Webster’s Ninth New Collegiate Dictionary, s.v. “entropy”:
The measure of the unavailable energy in a closed thermodynamic system; a measure of disorder of a closed thermodynamic system; the degradation of the matter and energy in the universe to an ultimate state of inert uniformity; the steady degradation or disorganization of a system.
	When Peter states in 2 Peter 3:11 that the present universe is “in the process of being dissolved” the word he uses is the verb:

lÚw luo - “to break up; to destroy; to bring to an end.”
	Peter tells us in the first century that the universe is winding down and it is in the process of destruction.  This is the second law of thermodynamics.

This natural law of the universe is among several that demonstrate the fact that this universe had an origin; it is in the process of a decline, which will ultimately be assisted to its completion by an omnipotent act of our Lord Jesus Christ.
For us to appreciate the difference between the current universe and the new heavens and the new earth, we need to take a detailed look at the first two laws of thermodynamics.
In doing so we will gain a clearer understanding and a renewed appreciation of the fact that this universe is demonstratively the result of a creative act by our Lord.
Further, we will be able to discern beyond doubt that time is finite, the universe as we know it is limited, and the only means of escape from it is a salvation provided only by the Creator Himself, the Lord Jesus Christ.
Our initial examination of these principles and laws will be excerpted from a book by:
Morris, Henry M.  “Chaos or Cosmos?”  In Scientific Creationism.  2d Edition.  (El Cajon: Master Books, 1974), 17-26.
In this chapter, Dr. Morris distinguishes between two cosmological models for the origin of the universe: (1) the “evolution model” and (2) the “creation model.”
Those who use the evolution model presuppose that the universe can be completely explained in terms of natural laws and processes, as a self-contained system, without need of external intervention.
Those who use the creation model presuppose that the universe was simply called into existence by the omnipotence of the Creator.  Not only the matter and energy of the cosmos, but also the laws controlling their behavior, were specially created ex nihilo.  (p. 17)
	In our recent classes we have observed several biblical passages that not only indicate that the creation model is accurate but that the Agent of the ex-nihilo creation to which Dr. Morris speaks is our Lord Jesus Christ.  Again, those passages noted were Psalm 90:2; John 1:1, 3, 14; Colossians 1:16-17; Genesis 1:1; and Hebrews 1:10.

Dr. Morris goes on to discuss the fact that the natural laws that have to date been observed are not the product of spontaneous development within the universe but that they too were the result of original creation.
All observations that have been made to date confirm that the basic laws of nature are constant and invariable and that the basic nature of matter and energy is likewise a constant.  (pp. 18-19)
	One of the most widely accepted laws of nature is that of the constancy of matter and energy.  The state of matter can be changed but it cannot be created or destroyed.  This is just one of the major laws of science that is universally accepted.  Morris notes others:

Cause-and-Effect.  This law relates every phenomenon as an effect to a cause.  An effect can be lower than its cause but never higher.  The first cause of space must be infinite.  The first cause of time must be eternal.  The first cause of energy must be omnipotent.  We conclude from the law of cause-and-effect that the First Cause of all things must be infinite, eternal, and omnipotent.  (Genesis 1:1; Colossians 1:16-17)
Motion.  The universe is not static; everywhere in space and time occur phenomena and processes.  These manifest omnipresent energy perpetually generating motion.  This fact argues for an omnipotent Cause of such energies and motion.
Colossians 1:17 - In Christ all things [ matter, energy, space, time ] hold together.
Hebrews 1:3b -	… sustaining all things of creation by the Word of His power …
Energy Conservation.  Everything that exists in space and time is energy and everything that happens is energy conversion.  The Law of Energy Conversion [states] “energy can be converted from one form into another, but can neither be created nor destroyed.”


