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The Inscrutable Question: Principles on Eph 5:8-15; Intro to Eph 5:16, Exagorazo: Redeeming Time

PRINCIPLES:
	Christian degeneracy is avoided in the same way that spiritual maturity is attained.

There is an accurate walk that with diligence leads to maximum wisdom in the stream of consciousness.
This maximum wisdom is accomplished academically by means of the grace apparatus for perception, which is represented by the left column’s advance.
But the pursuit of truth must be driven by an internal motivation and desire to know truth.  According to passages we have been noting of late, that motivation is fueled by reciprocal love for God.
This simultaneous advance continues to move forward under the filling of the Holy Spirit.  Nothing is and never can be accomplished in the Christian way of life without the enabling power of the Holy Spirit and His guidance drawn from an inventory of doctrinal truth available in the stream of consciousness.
Reciprocity develops an attitude of gratitude that inspires a desire to know more about God and His Son, our Savior, Jesus Christ.
Patience becomes the virtue that enables the positive believer to use the motivation of reciprocity to slug it out in the classroom of Christianity, the local church.
The accurate walk is gradually and painstakingly revealed by the arduous exposition of the plan of God by means of the pastor’s consistent teaching of the Word of God.
This system not only carries the believer toward the objective of spiritual maturity and plšroma / pleroma / status but simultaneously protects him from involvement in the deeds of darkness associated with Christian degeneracy.
However, at any moment the daily assaults from outside adversities temp the soul to react and become involved in the sins of either lasciviousness or asceticism, the opposite poles of Christian degeneracy.
The decision to react to these outside adversities beguiles the believer to try and solve his own problems from the source of sin-nature function.
In doing so he becomes a fool and efforts to solve people, system, thought, and disaster testings only make them worse and compound the situation.
At this point the believer functions in the cosmic system, is metaphorically asleep and is involved in the deeds of carnal death.  His spiritual life has begun a retrogression that can only be stopped by rebound.
Rebound is the response to the mandate in verse 14, “Wake up, you sleeper!”
The filling of the Holy Spirit fulfills the command to “Stand up out from the deeds of death.”
The due diligence of walking accurately in wheel-tracks of righteousness is the double-column advance, fulfilling the conclusion of verse 14, “And Christ will shine on you.”
How the believer maintains that advance with proper motivation is the subject of verse 15.  Here than is the corrected and interpretive translation of these two verses:
Ephesians 5:14 - Therefore it [ the Scripture: several quotes from Isaiah ] says, “Wake up, you Sleeper [ rebound ] and stand up from the acts of carnal death [ through the filling of the Holy Spirit ] and Christ will shine on you [ execution of the plan of God ].”
v. 15 -	See to it, therefore, that you discern and understand how with due diligence you must walk accurately without deviation in wheel-tracks of righteousness, not as fools, but as wise men.
	When the believer maintains the advance by consistently growing in grace under the ministries of the Holy Spirit and motivated by reciprocal love for God, it results in an event that is classified by Paul as “redeeming time,” the subject of verse 16.

Ephesians 5:16 - [NASV] … making the most of your time, because the days are evil.
	This verse brings us to the subject that inspired us to examine these two paragraphs.  The doctrine of redeeming time is how the believer avoids the pitfalls of the angelic conflict and the acts of carnal death associated with life in the cosmic system and status quo carnality.

Verse 16 begins with the present middle participle of the compound Greek verb:
™xagor£zw / exagorazo / -	To purchase from a marketplace; to buy one’s freedom out from slavery as in the slave markets of Senatus Populusque Romanus. 
This word came to describe the redemption of a slave.  It is perfect to describe members of the human race who, born into the slave market of sin, are set free by the redemptive work of Jesus Christ on the cross.
present:	Retroactive progressive; it indicates that which has begun in the past and continues into the present.  This is action in a state of persistence and denotes present linear action and thus is also called the present of duration.  


