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The Inscrutable Question: Redeeming Time: Christian Degeneracy Is Corrected by Doctrine, Eph 5:12-13; Recovery through Rebound, Eph 5:14
Paul emphasizes the wrong way of solving the problem of the lascivious believer’s behavior in verse 12.  The corrected translation reads:
Ephesians 5:12 - For it is a disgrace to speak about these things which are done by them in secret.
	It is a disgrace to discuss the affairs of the lascivious, yet this is exactly what the self-righteous do.

The things that horrify them so much they have no problem repeating over and over to those they seek to recruit into their crusade.
Thus they malign, slander, gossip, judge, and vilify.  It is even possible that there is jealousy and envy involved as the self-righteous privately desire to engage in the behaviors of the lascivious but don’t want to blow their image.
When the moral degenerate mounts his campaign of self-righteous zeal his subjective efforts result in creating an intractable problem that solves nothing but ends up sowing discord among the brethren.
From this we can develop three principles:
	Gossip causes dissentions without solutions.
The moral degenerate intensifies the problems of immoral degeneracy without solving them.
The solution for the wrongdoing of both is biblical problem-solving devices taught by the pastor.
	6)	Doctrine taught objectively by the pastor and received under the privacy of the believer’s priesthood is the only legitimate way to correct the problems of Christian degeneracy.
	7)	Therefore, Paul addresses the right way of handling the problems in:
Ephesians 5:13 - But all things are made known when they are being corrected by the light, for everything that is being taught is light.
	The “light” is this verse makes reference to doctrine being taught by the pastor from the pulpit.

If the behavior of a believer is to be corrected properly then it must occur in the privacy of his own soul by means of the three spiritual skills: (1) filling of the Holy Spirit, (2) the grace apparatus for perception, and (3) the development and deployment of the ten problem-solving devices.
The lascivious believer has submitted to the lust patterns of his sinful nature while the legalistic believer has come under the influence of the emotional arrogance of self-righteousness.
But under the teaching of doctrine by the pastor the believer can objectively submit to its message and correct his behavior.  The word for “corrected” is the present passive participle of the verb:
™lšgcw / elencho / -	“when they are being corrected”
	5)	This is the same verb used back at the end of verse 11:
“Stop participating in the unfruitful deeds of darkness but instead expose [ present active imperative ] them.”
	6)	Here we have the present passive participle:
Present:		Iterative; indicates repeated action of the pastor who teaches the doctrine necessary to change the behaviors typical of Christian degeneracy.
Passive:		Believers receive the action through the inculcation and application of doctrine under the mentorship of the Holy Spirit.
Participle:	Temporal; indicates contingency.  The believer in Christian degeneracy is corrected only when he is convicted by “the light,” the ablative of agency from the noun:
fîj / phos / -	“the light”
	Only the objective teaching of the Word of God can successfully expose Christian degeneracy and only its repetition can successfully correct it.

Nevertheless, there has to be a starting point for recovery and that is found in the first problem-solving device, the rebound technique.
Ephesians 5:14 - Therefore it [ the Scripture: several quotes from Isaiah ] says, “Wake up, you Sleeper and stand up from the acts of death and Christ will shine on you.”
	There is only one way to legitimately recover from Christian degeneracy and that is by means of grace.

The grace way is God’s way, thus the grace way is the only way.  And recovery begins with the grace provision of rebound.
If a person is to recover from lascivious behavior he must first come to realize that he is wrong and needs to confess the sins involved to the Father.  This is the grace way of recovery.
Legalism on the other hand involves invasions of privacy mixed with verbal sins such as gossip, maligning, judging, and inordinate ambition motivated by mental attitude sins such as self-righteous arrogance, jealousy, crusader arrogance, and inordinate ambition.
The grace recovery is the result of the believer being left alone so that the Word of God communicated from the pulpit can convict him of wrongdoing and motivate rebound.
The believer in immoral degeneracy must have the privacy of his own priesthood to objectively respond to biblical correction and change his lifestyle without being harassed by legalists who seek to browbeat him into changing his ways.
Legalistic believers in a church are very much like those in society who get involved in political correctness.  Both are under the influence of their lust patterns in a category called crusader arrogance.
Political correctness is a glossary that defines the accepted behaviors approved of by the anointed, which they intend to impose on the benighted in order to carry off their crusade.
Crusader arrogance is defined as self-righteous arrogance that motivates an impulsive desire to superimpose one's opinions and principles on others without their consent.
The person afflicted with crusader arrogance believes he is so right and his cause so just that he is justified in using any means to gain his objective, including violence, destruction of property, and judicial terrorism.
Likewise, the believer in moral degeneracy.  He engages in “spiritual correctness.”  He uses his knowledge of doctrine as a hammer to justify his superimposition of his notions of the Christian way of life upon others against their will.
	These types do not have the gift of pastor-teacher, they violate other believers’ privacy, and they are involved in the greatest sin of all: sowing discord among the brethren. 
	The admonitions, chastisement, and corrections attempted by the morally degenerate busybody fall on deaf ears anyhow.  Verse 14’s initial mandate is to, “Wake up, you sleeper!” 


