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The Inscrutable Question: The Reformation Plus the Protestant Work Ethic Plus Accurate Clocks Equaled the Industrial Revolution
	41.	In order to issue a challenge for debate on theological subjects, the custom in Wittenberg was to post them on the bulletin board at the main entrance of the church.  Needless to say the debate was joined beginning a period of spiritual upheaval within the established church.
	42.	Charles V ordered Luther to appear before church officials at Worms, Germany, in August of 1521 in order to renounce his writings. Luther refused, bringing about his condemnation the following spring.  Although discredited by the church, Luther continued to write and teach.
	43.	The reformation he began lived on, gaining momentum and adherents.  Huldrych Zwingli /SVING‑le/ began a reformation in Switzerland in 1522.  Following closely behind was John Calvin who later advanced upon their doctrines and codified the whole into a systematic theology.
	44.	Gutenberg’s press made the Bible an instant best seller and its restored theology captured the minds of the people, enabling them to break free from the legalistic and intrusive shackles of the organized church.
	45.	From the fresh inculcation of orthodox doctrine, believers began to utilize the advantage and reap the benefits found in applying truth to experience.
	46.	As doctrines were learned and applied by an ever- increasing number of believers there emerged in England at the end of the eighteenth century an economic juggernaut known as the industrial revolution.  It eventually led Europe out of the Dark Ages and into modern times.
	47.	Momentum toward the high ground was underway and our Lord’s control of history kicked into overdrive in order to accommodate the rapidly enlarging number of positive-volition believers.
	48.	The various races of Europe have no assets that are markedly superior or inferior to any other groups of people. Yet it is obvious from history that all meaningful progress and advancement accomplished since the First Advent of Christ has been achieved by European stock.
	49.	Such success has absolutely nothing to do with their race.  It has everything to do with their thought.  Europe, for the most part, responded to the Gospel of Jesus Christ while all other areas of the world largely rejected it. 
	50.	Why?  Grace logistics are automatically supplied to all believers and prosperity always pursues doctrine.  God’s divine blessings are imputed to any individual who advances in His plan.  When through evangelism this number grows in any given geographic region, a Pivot begins to emerge.
	51.	As a larger and larger number of Pivot members begin to prosper, the greater the overflow of blessings by association to everyone else in the client nation.  This is what has taken place in Europe and North America since Paul crossed the Hellespont.
	52.	There has been nothing to compare to it in any other section of the world.  It was a long hard struggle but the end result has been absolutely amazing.  One of the better descriptions of this slow but sure accumulation of doctrinal thought in the European mind is found in the writings of Austrian historian Dr. Erik von Kuehnelt-Leddihn /KUE-nelt Led-DEAN/.  His observations in chapter six of his book The Intelligent American’s Guide to Europe are pertinent to our study.
	53.	In this chapter, Dr. Kuehnelt-Leddihn points out that many important elements of doctrine and intellect came to Europe through Christianity which were missing in non-Christian societies.  Certain basic doctrines were gradually accepted, such as the predominance of man over animal, his unique personality, his independence from the state, his dominion over nature, his free will, and his responsibility to determine his fate in time and in eternity.
	54.	It soon became clear to the Protestants that prosperity follows orthodoxy while poverty pursues Catholicism.  Only under Protestant theology did free enterprise flourish bringing an abundance, which believers accepted as the natural result.  And the motivation behind this prosperity was the Protestant work ethic.  Here are some excerpts from:
Kuehnelt-Leddihn, Erik von.  “Religion.”  In The Intelligent American’s Guide to Europe.  (New Rochelle: Arlington House, 1979), 55-56:
Why are the evangelicals so far more disciplined than the Catholics—why do their trains run on time?  Why have they been the harbingers of technological civilization, of modern commercialism, which requires such rigorous obedience, punctuality, and coordination?
The answer is fairly simple.  It is not the ecclesiastical structures that have formed and fashioned the mentalities and minds of people, but the respective theologies.
In the areas of industry and commerce, in the natural sciences and in military proficiency, the Evangelical world visibly eclipsed the Catholic ones.  According to Max Weber’s /VA-ber/ theory, the free economy (capitalism) did not gain momentum until the Reformation, especially the Calvinist Reformation.  Only when Calvin came along did free enterprise “take off”; the notion (taken from the Old testament) that prosperity is a token of divine grace acted as a powerful psychological incentive.  Eventually the Catholic nations and regions were left behind: in mixed areas the Evangelical element took a front seat economically: it was favored not only by the free development of capitalism, but also by its work ethic.  Rapid development of the natural sciences, too, contributed a great deal to the evolution of modern industry.
	55.	And it was the centuries-long search to solve the mystery of time that led to great advances in the natural sciences.  In the final increment of our study of Jesus Christ’s control of history, we will now develop how the Protestant Reformation plus the abundance of clocks and watches in Northern Europe became the catalyst for the emergence of modern capitalism and the industrial revolution.  We have instructive commentary from: 
Landes, David S.  “My Time Is My Time.”  In Revolution in Time: Clocks and the Making of the Modern World.  (Cambridge: The Belknap Press, 1983), 90-93:
Sacred time!  The clergy—those old keepers of the clocks, ringers of the bells—waxed eloquent on this point.  The emphasis on time thrift, on diligence in prayer and virtue, was a favorite theme of sermonizers because it was a potent one.
In the age of clocks, time thrift means clock watching.  The timepieces of the fifteenth and sixteenth centuries were often engraved with mottos reminding the user that every moment was precious, for every tick brought him closer to his final reckoning.  Yet what’s sauce for the goose is sauce for the gander, and time saved for the sacred is just as easily saved for the profane.  Most timepieces … were instruments for living and doing more.  Merchants already understood that time was money.  Wrote one, “He who knows how not to waste time can do just about anything; and he who knows how to make use of time, he will be lord of whatever he wants.”
For better or for worse, this was a new kind of man, one who became more and more common with the growth of business and the development of a characteristically urban style of life.  For reasons that would take too long to examine here, this new species of man became particularly prominent north of the Alps, where the clock and watch industry concentrated.  Italy … declined over the next two hundred years to a position of chronometric laxity and horological dependence.  By the late sixteenth century, the typical watch wearer was North European and Protestant.
This shifting balance of production and use of timekeepers was clearly both symptom of and factor in the larger displacement of the center of commercial and industrial activity from southern to northern Europe over the course of the sixteenth and seventeenth centuries.  This loss of centrality by the once dominant Mediterranean is, as all historians know, one of the classic themes and problems of modern n historical research on Europe.
It has drawn the attention and exercised the analytical powers of some of the greatest scholars, among them the man who was probably the premier social scientist of the twentieth century, the German Max Weber.  It is ironic that Weber, who spent a lifetime seeking out and studying those characteristics that set Europe and especially Calvinist Europe apart and created capitalist man, never hit upon this chronometric aspect.
Post-Reformation Europe … usually bought their timepieces from Protestant makers.  Calvin himself, so impatient of ornament and distraction, accepted the watch as a useful instrument and thereby enabled the jewelry trade of Geneva to save itself.  Augsburg, the leading German center of clock and watch manufacture, was a city divided between Catholics and Protestants in a Catholic countryside: in the period 1500-1700, of master clockmakers whose religious affiliation is known, 87.3 per cent, were Protestant.  Meanwhile in France, overwhelmingly Catholic but with a small, active community of reformers, a disproportionate share of the leading watchmakers of the sixteenth and seventeenth centuries were Protestants.  No one to my knowledge has done a quantitative sample, but a quick look at the standard biographical dictionary of French clock- and watchmakers by Tardy reveals the high frequency of makers with Old Testament names: the Davids and Daniels and Isaacs and Samuels that were then characteristic signs of Protestant faith.  So when Louis XIV reversed a near-century of tolerance and revoked the Edict of Nantes [Proclaimed by Henry IV in 1598 giving religious liberty to his Protestant subjects, the Huguenots.  Revoked by Louis XIV in 1685.].  It drove two hundred thousand reformers from the country and devastated the French watch industry.  Some of the best of these refugees went to England, where the trade needed a little help; but others went to Switzerland, where they did much to establish the mountain manufacture that would one day dominate the world.
	56.	Our examples have taken us from ancient Egypt and its sundial, barely effective in daytime, to modern atomic clocks that divide time down to a billionth of a second.
	57.	This quest to harness time took man into uncharted areas of the natural sciences.  The management of time however has both spiritual as well as temporal applications.
	58.	We have documented how the Protestant Reformation and the work ethic that developed from it was the inspiration for the reemergence of capitalism in Europe and its industrial revolution.
	59.	In other words, when the absolute standards of biblical truth became the source of man’s decision-making process, their actions became organized and professional.  They arranged their lives around the inculcation of truth and they made their decisions by consulting that inventory of ideas.
	60.	A return to the old way of thinking was out of the question for believers who had discovered the power of divine thought.


