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The Inscrutable Question: Comments by Rick Hughes; There Is a Time for Every Event, Ecclesiastes 3:1-4
	6.	He used this calendar to not only establish the festivals that would reveal Himself to His Chosen People, but also to organize their worship with the observance of Sabbaths.
	7.	The festivals were revealed to Moses in the Jornada and it was established that each new month would begin with a full moon.
	8.	The Jews actually function under two calendars.  The first regulates the festivals and begins with the full moon that starts the month of Nisan which is March or April on the Gregorian calendar.
	9.	The second is the civil calendar which begins with the full moon that starts the month of Tishri — September or October.  New Year’s Day on this calendar is called Rosh Hashanah and falls this year on September 30.
	10.	On that date, the Jews will celebrate New Year’s Day of what their calendar records as the year 5761.  Ten days later on October 9 they will observe Yom Kippur, the Day of Atonement.
	11.	As man became organized in his spiritual and civic life he began to become aware of time as it relates to the individual.
	12.	Solomon observed several instances that compared the proper timing of events that should and should not occur in the course of a normal life:
Ecclesiastes 3:1 - There is an appointed time for everything.  There is a time for every event under heaven.
	Look who is in control of your life: God.  He invented time, he placed us into time, and if we are to be in sync with His perfect plan for our lives then we have to learn about God’s timing.

God’s timing will bring every person to the moment of God consciousness.  This is an event that occurs at just the right time.
If you respond at Gospel hearing then you are not only saved but 40 divine operating assets were imputed to you.
Among them is the imputation of eternal life.  To get to this point in time, you must enter time.  Therefore,
Ecclesiastes 3:2 - There is a time to be born, and there is a time to die.  There is a time to plant, and there is a time to plow.
	You do not begin as an event until God creates a soul and imputes it to your biological life at physical birth.  Since it is God who selects you then the day of your birth was the perfect time for you to enter time.

We often complain about our age.  The young want to be older and the old want to be younger.  But God decided when each of us would enter this life.  To wish otherwise is to challenge the wisdom, the integrity, and the timing of God.
Likewise, it is God who determines the time you die as well as the manner and place of your death.
Consequently, God knows the precise moment when your eternal life becomes operational.
Planting and plowing actually refers to sowing seed and harvesting the resultant crop.  There is a time to do both in an agricultural economy.
Farmers today know when to plant and harvest.  But we also live in an industrialized economy.
This means there is a right time to invest and a right time to sell.  This can apply to the stock market, real estate, commodities, and other investments.
A farmer who knows what he is doing can with the grace of God make a living planting and harvesting crops.
An entrepreneur who knows what he is doing can start a business and with the grace of God, make a living with his product, knowledge, or skill.  He knows how to control inventory, reinvest profits, or declare himself a dividend.  There’s a time for all of these.
v. 3 - There is a time to kill, and a time to heal; there is time to tear down, and there is a time to build.
	The verb “to kill” is grh  / harag / and refers to justified acts of execution by establishment authorities, such as, capital punishment, law enforcement, or military combat operations.

The verb “to heal” is apr  / rapha / and connotes restoration to health and refers to the restoration of order by proper judicial action against crime and the maintenance of freedom as a result of military victory.  Victims of crime and warfare are healed as a result of justice served and victory gained respectively.
There comes a time when things need to be torn down.
Mr. Gorbachev, tear down this wall!  (President Ronal Reagan)
	There comes a time when things need to be built.

If you build it, he will come.  (The Voice, Field of Dreams)
Ecclesiastes 3:4 - A time to weep, and a time to laugh; a time to mourn, and a time to dance.
	This verse demonstrates the vicissitudes of life.  There are legitimate times for tears.  Crying is motivated by an inventory of ideas that relates to another’s death, sorrow, pain, misery, or misfortune.

Orienting to the grief of others or sorrow over those who have passed on is often expressed by weeping.
Laughter is an expression of amusement or pleasure in response to good humor.  There is a time for laughter when it is associated with a merriment that is free of derision, scorn, mockery, or jeering.
Mourning is an expression of grief expressed at the passing of a friend.  The word here is sapad and refers to the shrill cries and loud wailing that accompanied the mourning of the Israelites.
The opposite of mourning is the gaiety that is often accompanied by dancing.  There is a time for both but they cannot be appropriately done at the same time.	


