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Review (76): It’s a Wonderful Life: Application of Principles; George Recovers; Back to Reality; God’s Grace Provisions; Epilogue
	10)	But justice must be served.  Somebody had to pay.  And with George removed from the decrees that person was Uncle Billy.  But, he didn’t go to jail, he lost his mind.
NOTE:	Thus the future events in George’s life will occur.  Suddenly ceasing to exist is not a problem-solving device.  It would only compound the problems of others.
	11)	So God’s plan was designed to include all events and actions, related to their causes and conditions, as part of one indivisible system, every link being a part of the integrity of the whole.
		NOTE:	We have noted how the non-existence of George Bailey had a devastating impact on the people of Bedford Falls.  By the same token, his removal from life ahead of God’s schedule would also have had grave consequences for many people.  For example, Mary would be a widow; his children fatherless, Uncle Billy would lose the Building & Loan and then his mind, and the people of Bedford Falls would ultimately fall under the financial tyranny of Henry Potter.
	12)	Thus, we may conclude that each link in the system is as important as the whole.  It is through each interconnected link that the integrity of God is able to make all the links properly relate.  This is the concept behind:
Romans 8:28 -	We know that God causes all things to work together for good to those who love Him …
13)	So in the perfect plan of God, He has decreed to do some things directly, for example, the selection of George Bailey.  God has decreed to do some things through secondary agencies, for example, the laws of divine establishment through which George developed personal integrity.
God has decreed to do some things through individuals, for example, George Bailey himself who used his volition to make correct thoughts, decisions, and actions that had invisible historical impact on his family, his fellow citizens, and his community.
43-	There is yet one more person George needs to see in order to come to grips with his condition and so he asks Clarence,
George:		Where’s Mary?
Clarence:		Well, I don’t … I can’t.
George:	I don’t know how you know but tell me, where is she?  If you know where she is, tell me where my wife is!
Clarence:		I’m not supposed to tell.
George:		Please, Clarence.  Tell me where she is.
Clarence:		You’re not going to like it, George.
George:		Where is she!
Clarence:		She’s an old maid.  She never married.
George:		Where’s Mary?  Where is she?  Where is she?
Clarence:		She’s just about to close up the library.
44-	As George dashes off, Clarence says:
Clarence:	Ah, there must be some easier way for me to get my wings.
45-	The next scene is the Pottersville Public Library.  Mary is locking the door as she leaves for the day.  She is dressed very dowdily and without the animation that characterized her throughout the earlier parts of the movie.
	NOTE:	George Bailey and Mary Hatch are right man-right woman.  She is now patiently waiting for the Lord to introduce her to George.  But George no longer exists so it’s impossible for God to do so.  George, by getting his wish not to have ever been born, caused Mary Hatch to be an old maid for the rest of her life.
George:		Mary.
46-	Startled, Mary turns and rapidly walks away.
George:		Mary.
47-	She hurries down the sidewalk toward a crowd of pedestrians as George follows, crying her name.  He soon overtakes her and grabs her about the shoulders.  As she looks back in fear, George says,
George:	Mary, it’s George.  Mary don’t you know me?  What’s happened to us?
Mary:	I don’t know you.  Let me go!
George:	Oh, Mary, please.  Oh, don’t do this to me.  Please, Mary.  Help me.  Where’s our kids?  I need you, Mary.
48-	All while George is desperately trying to make a connection, Mary is struggling to break free.  Finally she screams, gets away, and runs inside a business where there is a crowd of people.  As George follows her into the building several men restrain him as Mary, stricken with fear, finds security among friends.
49-	Several of the men restraining George are men he knows.  As he calls their names he points at Mary and hollers, “That’s my wife.”  With that, Mary screams and faints and one of the men call for the police.
50-	George begins to shout for Clarence and soon gets out of the men’s grasp.  As he runs out of the store he bumps into Bert the policeman.  He instantly hits Bert in the face knocking him down and then flees down the street.  Bert recovers to fire off six rounds right there in the middle of crowded Main Street.  Fortunately, he hit no one, especially George.  He then gets into his squad car and begins pursuit.
51-	George arrives at the river bridge still shouting for Clarence.
George:	Help me, Clarence.  Get me back.  Get me back.  I don’t care what happens to me.  Get me back to my wife and kids.  Help me, Clarence, please.  Please!  I want to live again.  I want to live again.  I want to live again.  Please, God let me live again.
52-	Well, this isn’t exactly rebound but it is definitely metanošw / metanoeo /.  George has finally realized that his PROM chip was deleted.  His wish to have never been born was granted but he was allowed to view the results of his absence from history.
53-	Sometimes we encounter difficulties in life that cause us to want to delete our PROM chips.  We are so overcome by them that to avoid them at all cost is considered to be the best option.  I am reminded of a paragraph in on of the Colonel’s books:
Thieme, R. B., Jr.  The Faith-Rest Life.  2d ed.  Houston: R. B. Thieme, Jr., Bible Ministries, 1999; p. 5:
You have not lived as a Christian until you have been in a place where you are helpless, where the brook is dried up, where there is no human solution, where there is nothing that you can do or say, where you are so numb from the shock of pressure that you cannot even pray!  You have not lived until you have been in that place.  For sooner or later God brings every believer to the dried-up brook.  And every believer must face a set of circumstances where the situation is dark and hopeless, where there is no human solution.  God permits this for one purpose.  He is saying, “Will you trust Me?”
54-	George’s trip through Virtual Reality has been a horror show for him.  Fellow citizens of Bedford Falls he loved as friends and family denied even knowing him, Nick the bartender, Emil Gower, Ernie Bishop, Bert the policemen, and even his mother.  But the denial that was the most devastating to him mentally and the one that ultimately revealed to him his non-existence was by his wife, Mary.
55-	The sudden realization that his mother, his wife, and his children didn’t even know him much less love him was what finally backed him up against the wall of hopelessness.
56-	The only place a person can go in such a situation is to God and God alone.  George was so numb from the shock that he couldn’t even pray properly.  He addressed his prayer to an angel and didn’t confess his sins.  But the mental attitude of humility was back:
	“I don’t care what happens to me.”  Self-absorption is gone.
“Get me back to my wife and kids.”  He now orients to his responsibilities in life that he was primed to abandon only hours before.
“Please, God let me live again.”  This was his petition and it was directed toward the Father.
57-	As Bert drives up onto the bridge and gets out, God has already answered George’s prayer although he doesn’t know it yet.

X.	It’s a Wonderful Life: Christmas Eve Night, 1945:
1-	George’s lip is now bleeding once again indicating he is indeed back.  But he is startled by Bert’s arrival and doesn’t realize what Bert actually says to him.
Bert:		Hey, George?  George, what’s the matter?
George:	Now get out o’ here, Bert or I’ll hit you again.  Get out o’ here!
Bert:	What the Sam Hill you yelling for, George?
2-	Suddenly, George realizes that Bert is calling him by his name.
George:		George?  Bert, you know me?
Bert:	Know you?  You kidding?  I’ve been looking all over town trying to find you.  I saw your car piled into that tree down there and I thought maybe … hey, your mouth’s bleeding.  Are you sure you’re all right?
George:	(Feeling the cut with his tongue)  Ah-ha-ha!  My mouth’s bleeding, Bert.  My mouth’s bleeding!
3-	George then remembers something that in his mind will really prove he’s back.  He thrusts his fingers into his watch pocket and, sure enough, finds what he’s hoping for.
George:	Zuzu’s petals!  There they are!  Bert, what do ya know about that?  Merry Christmas!
4-	George is now in the spirit of Christmas.  He starts yelling “Merry Christmas” at the top of his lungs.  He runs through town happily observing his return to the reality of omniscience rather then it potential:
1)	His car is back, smashed into the tree.  As he runs by he pats its fender.
2)	Then he notes the return of the welcome sign, “You are now in Bedford Falls.”
3)	As he runs down Main Street he shouts “Merry Christmas” to passers by and gets a “Merry Christmas, George,” in return.
4)	The Bijou Theater is no longer a strip joint and is showing The Bells of St. Mary’s rather than “20 gorgeous girls.”
NOTE:	Incidentally, The Bells of St. Mary’s, starring Bing Crosby and Ingrid Bergman, was nominated for Best Picture in 1945, the year before It’s a Wonderful Life was filmed but the year the story takes place.  The only actor who was a cast member in both films was Henry Travers.  Get it?  Bells.  Henry Travers.  Clarence?
George:	Merry Christmas, movie house.  Merry Christmas, Emporium.  Merry Christmas, you wonderful old Building & Loan.
5)	As George runs by the Bedford Falls Trust and Savings Bank he stops at Potter’s office window.
George:		Hey!  Merry Christmas, Mr. Potter!
Potter:	Happy New Year to you!  In jail!  Go on home, they’re waiting for you.
5-	As George arrives at home, waiting in the living room are Mr. Carter, the bank examiner, the sheriff and two assistants.  George greets them with a:
George:		Well, hello, Mr. Bank Examiner.
Bank Examiner:	Mr. Bailey, there’s a deficit.

George:		I know—$8,000.
Sheriff:		George, I’ve got a paper for you.
George:	I’ll bet it’s a warrant for my arrest.  Isn’t it wonderful?  I’m going to jail.  Merry Christmas!  Where’s Mary?  Well, look at this wonderful old drafty house.  Mary!  Have you seen my wife?
6-	George’s children all greet him from the top of the stairs
Children:		Merry Christmas, Daddy.
George:	Kids!  Kids!  Oh, I could eat you up.  Where’s your mother?
Children:		She went looking for you with Uncle Billy.
7-	Mary enters the front door.  George, with all his children hanging on him, embraces Mary on the staircase.
George:	Let me touch you.  Are you real?  You have no idea what’s happened to me.
Mary:	You have no idea what’s happened.  Come on, George.  Come on downstairs.
8-	They all rush into the living room Mary stands him by the Christmas tree and behind a table set up beside it.
Mary:	Now you stand right over here by the tree and don’t move.  Don’t move!  I hear them coming now.  George, it’s a miracle.  It’s a miracle.
9-	Uncle Billy enters the front door carrying a laundry basket and heads toward the table set up by the tree.
Uncle Billy:	George, George.  I’ve never seen anything like it.  Isn’t it wonderful?  So many friends.  Mary did it.  Mary did it, George.  She told some people you were in trouble and they scattered all over town collecting money.  Didn’t ask any questions, just said, “George is in trouble …”
10-	Uncle Billy is drowned out by a steady flow of friends who file to the table bringing their contributions to George’s cause.  Mr. Martini dumps a bowl-full of money on the table with the comment:
Mr. Martini:	I busted into jukebox.

11-	Emil Gower, Violet Bick, and a number of others follow him.  Ernie Bishop interrupts the commotion by waving a telegram and shouting:
Ernie:	Just a minute.  Quiet, everybody!  It’s from London. “Mr. Gower cabled you need cash (STOP)  My office instructed to advance you up to $25,000 (STOP)  Hee-haw and Merry Christmas, Sam Wainwright.”
Mary:		Mr. Martini, how about some wine?
12-	Janie plays her well-rehearsed version of “Hark, the Herald Angels Sing” on the piano and everyone joins in singing the first verse.  As they do the bank examiner and his associates contribute to the collection as the sheriff tears up the warrant.  Suddenly, Harry Bailey enters, just in town from the Medal of Honor banquet in New York.
Bert:	I got him here from the airport as quick as I could.  The fool flew all the way up here in a blizzard.
Ma Bailey:	What about your banquet in New York?
Harry:	Oh, I left right in the middle of it as soon as I got Mary’s telegram.
13-	Ernie hands a glass of wine to Harry inspiring him to say:
Harry:	Good idea, Ernie.  A toast!  To my big brother, George:  The richest man in town.
14-	As they all sing “Auld Lang Syne,” George and Mary discover on the table among all the other grace gifts, a copy of Mark Twain’s The Adventures of Tom Sawyer.  Inside was written this inscription:
Dear George:—
Remember no man is a failure who has friends.
Thanks for the wings!
Love, Clarence
Mary:		Who’s that?
George:		It’s a Christmas present from a very dear friend of mine.
15-	Over on the Christmas tree a metal bell ornament begins to ring.
Zuzu:	Look, Daddy.  Teacher says, every time a bell rings an angel gets his wings.
George:	That’s right! That’s right!  Attaboy, Clarence!
16-	PRINCIPLE:	If any event should be left out of the decrees then human history would take a different course from its original intent.
	PRINCIPLE:	To the degree that a believer makes application of doctrine to life, to that degree he has historical impact.
	PRINCIPLE:	Doctrines applied to life accumulate and eventually have positive consequences on your behalf.
	PRINCIPLE:	Every time you apply doctrine to your life it becomes a part of the “indivisible system of things which are essential to the integrity of the whole.”
	PRINCIPLE:	Your decisions have impact on your life, the lives of others, and on history in general.
Psalm 139:16b -	All the days ordained for me were written in your book [ the computer of divine decrees ] before one of them came to be [ eternity past ].

XI.	Epilogue:
In 1946 the Motion Picture Production Code stipulated quite a number of things that are no longer observed by the movie industry.  One stated that criminals had to be punished for their crimes.  Somehow this rule was not observed in It’s a Wonderful Life.  The evil Henry Potter who drove George into discouragement by stealing the Building & Loan’s $8,000 from Uncle Billy, is never brought to justice.  The director, Frank Capra, said later that he received more mail about this omission over the years than about anything else in the film.
However, we can note a principle of doctrine regarding this point.  Henry Potter, driven by greed, was guilty of grand larceny, swearing out a false arrest, and defamation of character.  In the end, George had his eyes on the grace of God and the kindness of family and friends rather than bearing a grudge and seeking revenge.
Consequently, we can assume that George used the Royal Law.  He chose to unconditionally love Uncle Billy and forgive him for his mistake.  He had no idea that someone had stolen the Building & Loan’s deposit.   He was simply content to let the case rest in the hands of the Supreme Court of Heaven.  God provided his every need and then some.  George was content with that.
George had his life back.  And with it a greater appreciation of all the things with which he was so abundantly blessed.  He still had his wife, Mary, his children, his family, and his friends.  In addition, he now had the capacity to love and appreciate them even more.
George Bailey is now focused on grace.  So the idea of retribution is the farthest thing from his mind.  We can therefore conclude that divine justice eventually balanced the books regarding Henry Potter while George was blessed exceedingly abundantly.
As Clarence wrote in his inscription to George, “No man is a failure who has friends.”  True.  And even to a greater degree, no man is a failure who has the Word of God circulating in his soul.  A believer who has both is able to say with all conviction, “It’s a wonderful life.”  
Fishgall, Gary.  Pieces of Time: The Life of James Stewart.  New York: Scribner, 1997; pp. 188-90.


