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Review (68): It’s a Wonderful Life: George’s Discouragement & His Trip down the “Road to Ruin”
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32-	Henry Potter meant it for evil but God meant it for good.  George was tempted to do a wrong thing in a wrong way.  He was about to betray people and jeopardize the stability of their homes and that would have been a wrong thing.  He would have done it in a wrong way—for his own personal advance at the expense of others.
33-	The fact that George took a stand for what was right indicates that he was able to orient to God’s plan for his life.  God desired him to be in Bedford Falls and to run the Building & Loan.  God on two significant occasions had overruled George’s plans to depart for apparent greener pastures.  Now George uses his free will to respect apparent greener pastures in Bedford Falls to remain where God desired him to be.
34-	We are reminded here of a principle from the study of the divine decrees:
	PRINCIPLE:	Omniscience perceives the free as free (God will never tamper with your volition), the necessary as necessary (divine justice as our point of reference), together with all their causes, conditions, successions, and relations, as one indivisible system of things (every cause and effect is related to another cause and effect, and so on, so that the course of human history is just as man thinks it, wills it, and does it), every link of which is essential to the integrity of the whole.
35-	George used his volition to do the right thing and justice honored his decision.  The decision to remain status quo was the cause that resulted in the effect of George remaining in the plan of God for his life.  The temptation was issued by the free will of Henry Potter and served as a challenge to George’s volition: would he continue to follow God or chose a course of wrongdoing?
36-	After having rejected the temptation offered by Potter, George continued in his duties as a good husband, father, and citizen.  We are next taken through a quick summary of how World War II affected the lives of several of Bedford Falls’ citizens:
1)	Ma Bailey and Mrs. Hatch joined the Red Cross.
2)	George and Mary already had two children and they had two more after the War started.
3)	Mary ran the USO.
4)	Sam Wainwright made a fortune in plastic hoods for airplanes.
5)	Henry Potter became head of the Draft Board.
6)	Mr. Gower and Uncle Billy sold war bonds.
7)	Burt the cop got wounded in North Africa and won the Silver Star.
8)	Ernie the cab driver parachuted into France.
9)	Harry Bailey, a Navy flyer, shot down 15 Japanese planes, two that were about to crash into a transport full of soldiers, his efforts winning him the Congressional Medal of Honor.
10)	George Bailey was rated 4-F because of his bad ear.
37-	Clarence’s review of George’s PROM chip is completed at this point and we return to real time in the computer of divine decrees.  It is now 10 o’clock a.m. on Christmas Eve, December 24, 1945.
38-	George and Mary now have four children.  They live at 320 Sycamore and George is president of the Building & Loan.
39-	On this day the city of Bedford Falls has planned a special celebration for Harry Bailey on his return home from Washington where he was awarded the Congressional Medal of Honor. 
40-	Uncle Billy is taking an $8,000 deposit over to the bank.  The town is alive with talk of Harry’s Medal of Honor presentation that day at the White House. 
41-	When Uncle Billy arrived at the bank he allowed arrogance to override duty.  He couldn’t help gloating to Potter about his nephew’s headline story in the Bedford Falls Sentinel and in so doing allowed Potter to inadvertently come into the possession of the Building & Loan’s $8,000.
42-	A bank examiner naturally decided to inspect the Building & Loan’s books that day and he was not excited about the $8,000 discrepancy.  He was prepared to press charges on George Bailey for extortion of funds.
43-	Under the sudden and unexpected pressure of scandal, George Bailey entered into status quo carnality by means of the mental attitude sin of fear.

VII.	George Bailey’s Trip Down the Road to Ruin:
1-	Fear is a mental attitude sin that can quickly advance to the level of dread and panic in the face of sudden outside adversities.
2-	Dread is extreme fear and anxiety that adds to fear an intense reluctance to face or meet a situation.
3-	Panic is also an excessive feeling of fear that motivates extravagant or injudicious efforts to secure safety.
4-	This is self-centeredness and soon gets one involved in the three arrogant skills: self-justification, self-deception, and self-absorption.
5-	Quickly, George moved into all three of these “Cogs of Carnality.”  At first the fear drove him to try and help Uncle Billy remember where he might have misplaced the money.  But his frustration overwhelmed him when at Uncle Billy’s home he expressed his self-absorption with vituperation, vilification, and near violence when he said,
George:	Where’s that money you silly, stupid old fool?  Where’s that money?  Do your realize what this means?  It means bankruptcy, and scandal, and prison!  That’s what it means!  One of us is going to jail and it’s not going to be me.
6-	George then stormed out of the room as initial fear had become dread and panic.  When he arrived home a number of reactions verified that George was on the Road to Ruin by means of the three arrogant skills:
1)	When Mary reminds him that his and her parents are coming over that night to celebrate Christmas Eve he irrationally grumbled, “Family?  I don’t want family over here!”  This is not a normal response on Christmas Eve indicating his fear and guilt that he might be arrested for a felony while they are visiting.
2)	With this, Mary seeks to talk to him in an effort to calm him down,
Mary:	“Have a hectic day?
George:	“Yeah, another big red-letter day for the Baileys.”
	3)	With this comment George betrays his bitterness not only over what has happened but the long series of difficulties he has had to endure while running the Building & Loan.  Anger at Uncle Billy is momentarily suppressed but he is right on the edge and almost anything sets off a hypersensitive explosion.  His oldest son Peter is the first to learn this:
Peter:	“Daddy, the Browns next door have a new car, you should see it.”
George:	“Well, what’s the matter with our car, isn’t it good enough for you?”
4)	George’s income does not permit him to buy a new car very often and Peter’s comment arouses a sense of inadequacy as he learns of his neighbor’s apparent good fortune.  But George turns on his own son and projects his frustrations on him by accusing him of being unappreciative.
5)	As George and Mary enter into the kitchen, Mary tells him Zuzu has caught a cold and that the doctor has been over. 
6)	George asks how she caught it and Mary explains that her teacher, Mrs. Welch, had given each child a flower for Christmas and on the way home Zuzu hadn’t buttoned her coat so as not to squash the flower.  Suddenly George is off Peter and the Brown’s new car and onto Zuzu.
George:	Does she have a temperature?”
Mary:	Yes, a small one—99.6.  She’ll be alright.”
7)	At this point George loses it.  He starts spewing forth every possible reason that he can think of that caused him to be in his present condition other then blaming himself for trusting an unstable man with the company’s money.  There is hardly anything or anyone on whom George doesn’t project blame:
George:	“”Well, it’s this old house.  I don’t know why we all don’t have pneumonia.  Drafty old barn of a place (as he kicks a chair).  Might as well be living in a refrigerator.  Why do we have to live here in the first place and stay around this measly, crummy old town?”
8)	Look out!  George is writing a Bluegrass song and he’s blaming the fact that he’s in his jam because he first of all married Mary who then came up with the idea of remodeling this old house and living in such a sorry town.
9)	Mary, the consummate wife continues to respond with respect, deference, and esteem toward her husband who is obviously suffering great distress:
Mary:	“George, what’s wrong?”
George:	“What’s wrong?  Wrong?  Everything’s wrong.  You call this a happy family.  Why do we have all these kids?”
To which Mary remains quite and doesn’t say a word.  With that George heads upstairs to check on Zuzu.
	10)	On arrival Zuzu is in bed holding her flower.  She immediately asks her father to fix her flower because a few of its petals have fallen off.  George pretends to do so as he stuffs the petals into the watch pocket of his trousers.  After encouraging her to try and take a nap he heads back downstairs where he hears Mary on the telephone with Mrs. Welch who has called to check on Zuzu.  George now takes off on another fit of projection:
George:	“Is this Zuzu’s teacher?  Let me speak to her.  Hello, Mrs. Welch, this is George Bailey.  Say, what kind of a teacher are you anyway?  What do you mean sending her home like that half-naked.  Do you realize she’ll probably wind up with pneumonia on account of you.  Is this the sort of thing we pay taxes for, to have teachers like you—stupid, silly, careless people that send our kids out without any clothes on?  Well, maybe my kids aren’t the best-dressed kids—maybe they don’t have any decent clothes—ahhhh!  Hello!” Who’s this?  Oh, Mr. Welch.  Okay that’s fine, it’ll give me a chance to tell you what I really think of your wife.”
George:	(To Mary)	“Will you get out and let me handle this!”
George: (back on the phone):	“Hello, what?  Oh you will, huh.  Okay, Mr. Welch, anytime you think you’re man enough.”
	11)	In a brief period of ten minutes, George goes through the three arrogant skills and while in that cycle he begins to verbally assault his children.
Pete:	Daddy, how do you spell “hallelujah”?
George:	How should I know?  What do you think I am a dictionary?  Janie, haven’t you learned that silly tune yet?  You play it over, and over.  Now, stop it.  Stop it!”
	12)	At this point he begins to tear up the room, knock over furniture, and toss things about.  As he turns around he sees his entire family in shocked disbelief.  Here he begins to apologize as he realizes how out of control he has become.
	13)	He begins to badger Pete to ask his question again and insists that Janie resume her piano practice.  It is at this moment that Mary makes the only comment that could be judged as even the slightest bit negative:
Mary:	“George, why must you torture the children?”
14)	With that George enters into a combination of guilt and arrogance.  He knows he’s committed wrongdoing with his family but at the same time the problem of the $8,000 is still a stark reality that threatens his entire way of life.
15)	This is where George enters into what God revealed to us at the opening of the movie to be discouragement.
16)	Discouragement is a mental attitude that finds it origin in fear.  And George’s responsibility for the missing money and the potential ramifications for it had caused him to enter into extreme fear.
17)	According to the Oxford English Dictionary, “discouraged” means “to lose confidence and courage; a depression of spirit with regard to action or effort.”
18)	“Depression of spirit” according to Oxford has to do with being “cast down mentally; to be dispirited, dejected, or brought low.”


