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Review (64): It’s a Wonderful Life: Summary: Problems & Solutions; Patrick Henry’s Letter to Anne Roane

7-	The problem-solving device for this tragic circumstance is application of the Royal Law.  We all face injustice in life.  But our Lord provided for us a demonstration of doctrinal problem solving that can solve any injustice we will ever face.  He, although impeccable, was judged for the sins of the entire human race.  When asked to do so He did not bear a grudge or react to our sins with any form of revenge.  After having paid the price in our place he did not get angry or become bitter at the injustice.  Instead He applied the Royal Law.
Leviticus 19:18-	“You shall not take vengeance, nor bear a grudge against the sons of your people, but you shall love your neighbor as yourself; I am the Lord.”
8-	This mandate is brought into the Christian way of life and is classified by James as the Royal Law in:
James 2:8 -		If you are fulfilling the Royal Law, according to the Scripture, “You shall love your neighbor as yourself,” you are doing a right thing in a right way.
9-	And when anger and bitterness interrupt the love and respect required of the Christian marriage, the right thing done in a right way is forgiveness as is expressed by Paul in:
Ephesians 4:32 -	Instead, become kind, performing gracious acts toward each other, and compassionate, and keep forgiving each other just as God also by the agency of Christ has forgiven you [ car…zomai / charizomai /: emphasizes presalvation sins and focuses on the work of Christ on the cross ] for your benefit.
10-	This is good advice that should be primary in the minds of believers who seek to become effective corporate witnesses for the Lord through their Christian marriage.  It is the problem-solving device that enables them to consistently abide by the three laws of the Christian marriage:

Law #1:	The responsibility of the husband:
Ephesians 5:25 -	Husbands, love your wives, just as Christ also loved the church and gave Himself as a substitute for her.
Colossians 3:19 -		Husbands, love your wives, and stop being bitter against them.
	Law #2:	The responsibility of the wife:
Ephesians 5:22 -	Wives, submit yourselves to the authority of your own husbands, as to the Lord,
v 23 -		because the husband is the head of the wife just as Christ also is head of the church, He Himself is the Savior of the body.
v 24 -		But as the church is subordinate to Christ, so also wives are under the authority of their husbands in all things.
Colossians 3:19 -		Wives, be subordinate to your husbands as is fitting in the Lord.
	Law #3:	The mutual responsibility of both the husband and the wife:
Ephesians 5:32 -	This mystery is great; but I am speaking with reference to Christ and the church.
v 33 -		Let each husband aggressively love his own wife even as himself; and let the wife see to it that she respects her husband in response to his aggressive love for her.
Ephesians 4:32 -	Instead, become kind, performing gracious acts toward each other, and compassionate, and keep forgiving each other just as God also by the agency of Christ has forgiven you for your benefit.

11-	It is very beneficial for young people to completely understand these laws before entering into matrimony.  It is a blessing when they have parents who can instruct them about the importance of these things.  It is very beneficial when the father is responsible enough to remind his son or daughter of his or her responsibilities in a Christian marriage.  Such was the case for Anne Henry as is noted in:
Vaughn, David J.  Give Me Liberty: The Uncompromising Statesmanship of Patrick Henry.  Edited by George Grant.  Elkton: Highland Books, 1997, pp. 195-97:
Patrick Henry’s solicitude for his daughters’ happiness, as well as his own views on the marital relationship, permeates a letter he wrote to Anne shortly after her marriage to Spencer Roane.
My Dear Daughter: You have just entered into that state which is replete with happiness or misery.  The issue depends upon that prudent, amiable, uniform conduct which wisdom and virtue so strongly recommend on the one hand, or on that imprudence which a want of reflection or passion may prompt on the other.
The first maxim which you should impress upon your mind is never to attempt to control your husband, by oppression, by displeasure, or any other mark of anger.  A man of sense, of prudence, of warm feelings, cannot, and will not bear an opposition of any kind which is attended with an angry look or expression.  The current of his affections is suddenly stopped; his attachment is weakened; he begins to feel a mortification the most pungent; he is belittled in his own eyes; and be assured that the wife who once excites those sentiments in the breast of a husband will never regain the high ground which she might and ought to have retained.  When he marries her, if he be a good man, he expects from her smiles, not frowns; he expects to find her one who is not to control him—not to take from him the freedom of acting as his own judgment shall direct, but one who will place such confidence in him as to believe that his prudence is his best guide.  Little things, that in reality are mere trifles in themselves, often produce bickerings and even quarrels.  Never permit them to be a subject of dispute; yield them with pleasure, with a smile of affection.  Be assured, one difference outweighs them all a thousand, or ten thousand, times.  A difference with your husband ought to be considered as the greatest calamity—as one that is to be studiously guarded against; it is a demon which must never be permitted to enter a habitation where all should be peace, unimpaired confidence, and heartfelt affection.
Besides, what can a woman gain by her opposition or her indifference?  Nothing.  But she loses everything; she loses her husband’s respect for her virtues, she loses his love, and with that, all prospect of future happiness.  She creates her own misery, and then utters idle and silly complaints, but utters them in vain.
Mutual politeness between the most intimate friends is essential to that harmony which should never be broken or interrupted.  How important, then, it is between man and wife! … I will add that matrimonial happiness does not depend upon wealth; no, it is not to be found in wealth, but in minds properly tempered and united to our respective situations.  Competency is necessary.  All beyond that is ideal.
12-	Henry hits on the three laws of the Christian marriage at the very end when he asserts that “marital happiness [is found] in minds properly tempered and united to our respective situations.”  He is referring here to one’s status in life.  No matter what the circumstances of life might be for a married couple, happiness is found in the husband performing his duty of loving his wife and his wife responding with respect and admiration.
13-	His use of the word “competency” has to do with the necessities of life.  Oxford English Dictionary defines the word as “a sufficiency of means for living comfortably.”
Webster’s Ninth New Collegiate Dictionary’s first definition reads “a sufficiency of means for the necessities and conveniences of life.”  Patrick Henry insists that competence is necessary and all beyond that is ideal.
This concludes our study of marriage.  This inadvertent study developed as a result of taking time to examine the romance that developed in the movie It’s a Wonderful Life between George Bailey and Mary Hatch.  Our initial study was designed to cover the three stages of romance followed by a brief documentation of the doctrine of right man-right woman.   However, due to the questions that arose from that study it was necessary to address them so as not to leave anyone in the lurch.
Our study began during the first session of Sunday, August 29 at lesson 186, and concludes today, October 24, with lesson 217, a total of 32 lessons.  It therefore is necessary for us to quickly review the first four lessons of our study of It’s a Wonderful Life before we continue.  Don’t panic, it only involves about twelve pages of notes.

