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Review (44): It’s a Wonderful Life: Solutions for Those Involved in a Mixed Marriage, 1 Cor 7:12-13

	(25)	But what if a woman who has become a believer has already separated from her unbelieving husband?  What are her options at this point?
	(26)	First of all, in verse 10 Paul quotes the Lord as he advises the woman not to leave her husband.  In Matthew 19:9 the Lord established the principle that divorce was not authorized for any reason other then adultery.
	(27)	Therefore, just because she is now a believer does not give her the right to separate from her unsaved husband.
	(28)	Verse 11 is a parenthesis that addresses the problem of the woman who has already done this.  It is introduced by a third class conditional clause, “But if she does leave, maybe she has maybe she hasn’t, but if she has, let her remain single.”
	(29)	Why?  Because her husband was not guilty of adultery thus she has no right to remarry.  The verb “to remain” is the present active imperative of mšnw / meno / and says that she is to keep on remaining in single status quo.
	(30)	However, she does have one other alternative.  She can remarry her ex-husband through the process of reconciliation of differences.  If he becomes a believer and wants to remarry her, then she may do so.
	(31)	Verse 11 concludes by dealing with the husband who becomes a believer while married but his wife does not.  His duty as the spiritual head of the household is to remain married with the objective of evangelizing her.
(32)	The principle for a marriage in which both husband and wife are believers but are having difficulties is to maintain the status quo and resolve the problems with biblical solutions. 

1 Corinthians 7:12 -	But to the rest I say, not the Lord [ this is new information not mentioned by the Lord in the Incarnation but now revealed to Paul by the Holy Spirit ], that if any believer has a wife who is an unbeliever and she consents to live with him, let him not leave her.
	(33)	Here we see a marriage in which the husband is a believer but his wife is an unbeliever.  Yet, she loves him, is submissive to his authority, responds to his love, and possesses all the attributes associated with respect for him in her soul.
	(34)	A Christian husband in this circumstance should not seek to separate from this woman.  There are a number of negative reasons (1) she has not committed adultery and (2) she has not deserted him.  There are at least five positive reasons to remain married to her:
1)	He may be able to evangelize her and thus create a Christian marriage.
2)	By remaining married he can continue to provide a secure environment for the children.
3)	The home and its divine institution of marriage are the basic principles of stability in society.
4)	Orientation and adjustment to the principle “for better or for worse” and thus living up to one’s vows and responsibilities toward the woman he married.
5)	Application of the principle two wrongs do not make a right.
(35)	This fifth principle stands for those who are presently married but who are previously divorced, possibly several times.  Two wrongs, or three, or four, do not make a right.  Again, maintain status quo and use biblical problem-solving devices.
	(36)	If previous marriages and divorces occurred before either of the couple was saved then they are non-issues anyway.  At salvation, all presalvation sins were forgiven.  These things are forgotten by God and should be forgotten by both the husband and the wife.
	(37)	If divorce and remarriage have occurred since salvation then the principles are to (1) maintain the status quo, (2) confess the sins involved, and (3) peruse the objectives of the Christian marriage.  Again, two wrongs do not make a right.  Postsalvation sins are forgiven through rebound and are forgotten by God.
	(38)	It should be noted that although sins involved in divorce and remarriage are forgiven at both salvation and rebound the responsibilities associated with them remain one’s obligation.  For example, alimony, the support of dependent children, and the carrying out of all mandates imposed by the legal system.
1 Corinthians 7:13 -	Also the woman who has an unbelieving husband and he consents to live with her, let her not leave her husband.
	(39)	The principles are the same for the Christian wife as for the Christian husband.  Her attempts at evangelism should keep in mind the principles we have studied in various passages involving the wife’s responsive love toward the husband.


