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Review (34): It’s a Wonderful Life”: Clarence’s Debriefing: George Bailey’s Transformation of Thought: Romancing Mary Hatch: The Attraction Stage
George’s transformation of thought was influenced by the following events:
a.	His father died from a stroke the night of the high school celebration and forced George to cancel his trip to Europe in order to help organize the affairs of the Building and Loan.
b.	Mr. Potter, who was a member of the Board, offered a motion to close down the Building and Loan Association.
c.	The Board voted Potter down with the contingency that George Bailey would take his father’s place as executive secretary of the Association.  If not, the Board would vote with Potter to close it down.
d.	Out of a sense of duty and so that Potter would not gain total control over the economics of the community, George reluctantly agreed to accept the position.
e.	As a result, he gave the money he had saved for college to his brother Harry so that he might pursue a university education instead.  George told his brother that four years later upon graduation Harry could come and relieve him of his duties at the Building and Loan.
f.	However, while away at college Harry met and married Ruth Dakin, the daughter of a wealthy businessman from Buffalo.  He owned a glass factory and offered Harry a job in research.
g.	George privately asked Ruth what kind of opportunity this offer might provide for Harry and she insisted that if he took it he would have an excellent chance for a bright future.  With that, George encouraged Harry to accept the offer from his father-in-law.


	20)	Based on things George will say while in a state of carnality later in the movie, we may conclude that he is inwardly angry over this series of events which caused him to alter his plans for the future and as a result place him in Bedford Fall for life.
21)	Loyalty to his father’s memory, a sense of obligation toward the working class of the community, and a self-imposed responsibility to keep Henry Potter from running the entire town enabled George to suppress his feelings about his plight.
22)	But suppressed anger results in the chronic sin of bitterness and all that is needed for its smoldering embers to billow is for a spark of undeserved suffering or unfair circumstances to provide the catalyst.  In time an outside adversity will do just that and the embers will flare in the form of the three arrogant skills.
23)	But at the moment his frustrations have not taken him to that level.  He is disappointed that once again his plans to escape from Bedford Falls have been defeated.  Subconsciously, he has a desire to establish a relationship with Mary Hatch but he doesn’t want to commit to a relationship under the current circumstances.
24)	Nevertheless, he goes by her house and when she sees him from an upstairs window she invites him in.  He visits briefly but since he is not in a conversational mood he decides to leave as Mary’s suitor, Sam Wainwright calls from New York City.  Sam has one of those overly friendly, boisterous types of personalities that assumes everyone likes him but few do.  Nevertheless, he got into plastics at just the right time and calls Mary to talk her to investing in his plastics company.
25)	Suddenly, George comes back inside because he forgot his hat and Sam insists he get on the telephone with him and Mary.  Sam offers George the opportunity to get in on the ground floor of the plastics business but George shows no interest.

26)	As the scene develops, George becomes more and more interested in Mary’s presence than in Sam’s offer.  Reluctantly he begins to submit to his suppressed attraction for Mary.  Suddenly he grabs Mary and tells her he is not interested in ground floors or plastics or marriage.  “I don’t want to marry anybody.  I want to do what I want to do,” he says as he grabs Mary and kisses her.
27)	What’s George fighting here?  His brother has just escaped Bedford Falls with a great opportunity in Buffalo after George had planned for four years for Harry to replace him at the Building and Loan.
28)	Mary is back from college herself and he is secretly in love with her but he knows a commitment to marriage will mean a middle-class lifestyle for them as he is forced to stay and manage the family business.
29)	In frustration he tells us what’s eating him.  He wants to do what he wants to do.  And that means (1) visit Europe, (2) go to college, and (3) move out of Bedford Falls.  He knows that if he marries Mary none of those will ever happen.  He marries Mary.
PRINCIPLE:	There are three stages in the man-woman relationship: (1) attraction, (2) compatibility, and (3) rapport.  There are two periods in the relationship if it continues through all three stages: (1) romance and (2) marriage.
a.  Attraction:
1)	In this first stage a man finds the woman’s qualities elicit his interest or attention and likewise on the woman’s part.
2)	Attraction begins in romance and is generally overt.  It emphasizes the physical aspects of the other such as beauty, animation of personality, or physical characteristics that fulfill one’s personal standards of manhood or womanhood. 


3)	Attraction emphasizes such superficialities as dress, appearance, personality, manners, and flair.  This is a dangerous stage because you assume that what you see is what you get.
4)	The attraction stage is also dangerous because the other person’s problems, circumstances, attitudes, goals, spiritual life, behavior patterns, character traits, and sinful trends are not known.   If these things are left to chance and never dealt with they lead inevitably to incompatibility.
5)	Marriage is a problem-manufacturing machine.  It not only unites man and woman but also the problems each brings into the marriage.  Such can destroy the relationship and lead to incompatibility.  Marriage should never occur in the attraction stage.
6)	For people to conduct a successful search for a spouse they must be able to manage the attraction stage of romance with virtue based on biblical principles.
7)	The man is the aggressor but must have self-restraint.  Self-restraint is enforced by a healthy respect for the sanctity of marriage and property.
1 Corinthians 7:2 -	Due to the prevalence of illicit sex, let each man have his own wife and each woman her own husband.
v 4 -	The wife does not have authority over her own body but the husband does and likewise also the husband does not have authority over his own body but the wife does.
8)	Each woman a man encounters in the attraction stage of romance must be considered by him to be the potential wife of some man to whom her body belongs.  Likewise he must also consider that his body belongs to his future wife and not to him.
9)	Consequently, while in the attraction stage of romance, the man must protect this arrangement with virtue love.

10)	If sex becomes a part of the attraction stage it occurs as a result of emotion not thought, self-indulgence not virtue love, and physical aggrandizement not coalescence of souls.
11)	Such episodes always result in guilt.  Further, the man has violated the property of his future wife and that of the woman’s future husband.  If they should actually be intended for each other then they have damaged their own relationship making it difficult for them to move objectively into the next stage of romance called compatibility.
12)	Soul compatibility must come first.  Physical compatibility is a given.
13)	For George Bailey and Mary Hatch, the attraction stage began four years earlier at the high school graduation party.  George remained in Bedford Falls while Mary attended college.  Now their attraction has led to romance and they now enter into the compatibility stage.  We are not given any insight into this second stage as the next scene shifts from their first kiss to the wedding.  However, knowing the outcome of the movie we can assume that the compatibility stage ran smoothly.


