3
99-06-15.JSH-150 / 
© 1999  Joe Griffin
3

Faith-Rest Drill: Philosophy of Determinism: Naturalistic & Theistic Determinism

	8)	A contemporary proponent of naturalistic determinism is B. F. Skinner, the author of About Behaviorism.
9)	Skinner’s theories and philosophies on human behavior were based on the basic concepts of determinism, namely environment and genetics.
10)	He tried out his theories on animals and later won the attention of the educational community where his notions were accepted as methods for teaching children in the classroom.
11)	Central to his approach is the concept of reinforcement, or reward.  The student, learning … at his own pace, is rewarded by responding correctly to questions about the material he is trying to master.
12)	The student’s “own pace” is determined by his genetics while “reward” is the environmental cause for the student’s mastery of the material.
13)	Those who subscribe to determinism in the education of children look on the student as a tool in the hands of a craftsman-instructor.
14)	Students do not originate action but are the instruments through which some other agent performs the action.
15)	Thus skills are learned and mastered by students who are simply tools in the hands of his teacher and the work he accomplishes is therefore not really his but the effect of causes outside himself.
16)	What is the ultimate cause of all the effects achieved by the work of man?  The scientific laws of the universe of which man is only a functional part.
Evans, Pearl.  Hidden Danger in the Classroon.Petaluma: Small Helm Press, 1990; pp. 12-16.


17)	Unfortunately, there is more.  Determinism has entered into the realm of theology and therefore we must now examine:

2-	Theistic Determinism [p. 429]:
1)	Those who subscribe to this heresy believe that God determines all events, including man’s behavior.
2)	The false doctrine that emerges from this is the conclusion that free will or self-determinism contradicts the sovereignty of God.
3)	It is further stated that if God is truly in control of all things, then no one could act contrary to His will.
4)	Therefore, since God is sovereign He must cause every event, be it human or otherwise.
5)	Jonathan Edwards wrote in his book, Freedom of the Will, published in 1754 that, “ … human freedom is not the power to do what one decides but rather what one desires.  The cause of one’s desires is God, and man always acts in accordance with them.”
6)	Theistic determinism may be objected to on several grounds:
1.	To view freedom as that which one desires is inadequate.  People do not always do what they desire.  (For example, mow lawns, wash dishes, go to boring jobs, pay taxes.)  Further, people often desire to do what they do not decide to do.  (For example, seek revenge, bear a grudge, or take vengeance against his adversary.)
2.	The acts of free human beings are not uncaused but self-caused.



3.	Human beings are not like a machine that cannot be moved until some outside force acts upon it.  Man is created in the image of God and even after the Fall he has the ability to make choices and act upon them.
4.	Edwards is mistaken to argue that human freedom is contrary to God’s sovereignty.  God’s sovereignty gave man his freedom by creating him with free will.
7)	God gave man free will, he sustains man so he can act freely, and He brings about His purpose without violating man’s free will.
8)	Finally, let’s note the correct theology regarding human involvement in the divine decrees.


