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Faith-Rest Drill: Doctrine of the Divine Decrees: The Glory of God and the Divine Decrees

VIII.	The Glory of God & the Divine Decrees:
1)	The decrees unite in one all-inclusive and final objective the glory of God.
2)	At the end of human history, God’s glory will be as perfect as it was before the creation.
3)	Human failure in time does not compromise the glory of God.  His glory does not depend on us; we depend on His glory.
4)	Thus, the plan of God began with glory and will end with it; it moves on with or without you, no matter what you do.
5)	If a person rejects the Gospel then it is decreed in the plan of God for that person to spend eternity in the Lake of Fire, but God’s glory remains uncompromised.
6)	If a person believes the Gospel then it is decreed in the plan of God for that person to spend eternity in heaven.  This is consistent with his glory.
7)	Dr. Charles Hodge describes the divine decrees as a mechanism rather than a computer, but then he wrote in 1873.  Even so, he offers an interesting evaluation of the doctrine:
Hodge, Charles.  Systematic Theology.  Vol. 2, part 3,  Soteriology.  1873 Reprint.  Grand Rapids: Wm. B. Eerdmans Publishing Company, 1986, p. 320:
In every great mechanism, whatever the number or complexity of its parts, there must be unity of design.  Every part bears a given relation to every other part.  As the decrees of God are eternal and immutable, no view of his plan which supposes Him to purpose first one thing and then another can be consistent with their nature.  And as God is absolutely sovereign and independent, all his purposes must be determined from within or according to the counsel of his own will.  They cannot be supposed to be contingent on the action of his creatures.

8)	Therefore the decrees comprise the sovereign purposes of God which are efficaciously accomplished by God alone, apart from all creature ability, talent, counsel, or cooperation.
9)	Nevertheless, the decree recognizes the free will of the believer to succeed or fail and has complete understanding of its outcome.
10)	The decrees acknowledge the extent to which a believer advances or the degree to which he reverts in his spiritual life.
11)	The decrees likewise contain the functions of divine justice in blessing the advances and punishing the reversions.


