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Faith-Rest Drill: Doctrine of Divine Decrees: The Computer Analogy; ROM & PROM Chips, Foreknowledge

II.	The Computer Analogy of the Divine Decrees:  (see handout)
1)	In His omniscience, God knows perfectly, eternally, and simultaneously all that is knowable, both potential and actual.
2)	To God, the future is as perspicuous as is the past.
3)	The omniscience of God knows the alternatives of history—the potential as well as the actual.
4)	The affairs of your day offered you the opportunity to make a number of different decisions but in the end you decided on only a few.  God knew all the potential choices you could have made but didn’t and the resultant ramifications of each.  However, the ones you chose were the only ones He decreed.
5)	Foreknowledge is a category of divine knowledge.  It makes nothing certain but is God’s acknowledgement of what is certain.
6)	The decrees interact equally with all future events of every kind: to sin, human good, and evil as well as to the morally correct, divine good, and honorable.
7)	Thus, omniscience knows the facts of history apart from the potentials of history and programmed the computer of divine decrees with the former.
8)	Computer science offers us an excellent illustration of how this works in human terms.  Remember that the decrees were accomplished simultaneously in eternity past, not in stages.
9)	Nevertheless, we may view it as a chronological process:
1.	Through omniscience, God separated truth from fiction and inserted the former into an imaginary computer.

2.	In that computer are two categories of chips, integrated circuits in which data are stored.
3.	The ROM chip is the sovereignty of God chip.  It is an integrated circuit into which unchanging data can be read, but into which no new data can be written or altered.  ROM stands for "read only memory."
NOTE:	A ROM chip is prepared by the manufacturer and cannot be altered once it is made.  “Preparation” of the chip is accomplished by the omniscience of God.  The fact it “cannot be altered” speaks of divine immutability.  Unalerability “once made” indicates the certain futurition of everything in the decrees.
4.	The PROM chip is the free will of man chip.  PROM stands for "programmable read only memory."  It is an integrated circuit with fixed data that can be read but not altered.
NOTE:	A PROM is a type of ROM chip that can be programmed once by blowing selected fuses, a process called “blasting.”  If a change is needed a new PROM must be programmed.  The ability to program once illustrates free will.  Blasting is the decision-making process of the volition.  If a change is desired it is not permitted (See Operator’s Manuel at 1 John 1:9 for problem-solving device #1: Rebound).  If a new PROM is desired it is not possible since reincarnation is a false doctrine.
5.	By analogy, your life can be read but not altered.  You have privacy and can make good or bad decisions.
6.	The entering of data is performed after the PROM chip is manufactured.  The omniscience of God wrote into your PROM chip how your volition functions in time.
7.	All PROM chips contain data regarding the function of the free will of man in history.

8.	God fed in the facts simultaneously in eternity past.  The facts include everything you ever think, decide, or do in the past, present, and future.  This doesn't tamper with your free will.
9.	Foreknowledge is a printout which pertains to the believer only.
10.	Thus, the search engine in the computer seeks out all who made a positive decision at Gospel hearing and prints out those names.
11.	God decrees to provide every logistical support necessary to sustain those people in time up to the moment of salvation and thereafter until physical death. 
10)	The fact that your thoughts, decisions, and actions are in the decrees does not mean that the decree caused you to decide on these things.
11)	The cause is your own free will.  Your thoughts are in the computer because in eternity past God had the wisdom to know what you would think in time and chose to permit it.


