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Faith-Rest Drill: Solomon’s Conclusion: “Keep His Commandments”, Ecclesiastes 12:13b  & Spiritual Maturity, v. 13c

7)	The second mandate of verse 13 is “… and keep His commandments.”
8)	The Hebrew word for “keep” is the qal  imperative of the verb shamar and means:
1.	To exercise great care or diligence.
2.	Expresses the careful attention to be paid to the obligations imposed by the commandments.
3.	To take care of or to guard.
4.	An attitude of paying attention to or reverence for God or others.  It means to give heed to.
5.	To watch, guard, keep safe, protect, preserve.

	9)	The Apostle John takes up Solomon’s theme in his Gospel and all of his New Testament epistles except for 3 John:
John 14:15 -	“If you love Me, you will keep My commandments.”
v 21 -		“He who has My commandments and keeps them, he it is who loves Me and he who loves Me shall be loved by My Father, and I will love Him, and will disclose Myself to him.”
v 23 -		“If anyone loves Me, he will keep My word; and My Father will love him and We will come to him and make Our abode with him.”
John 15:10 -	“If you keep My commandments, you will abide in My love; just as I kept My Father’s commandments and abide in His love.”


1 John 3:24 -	The one who keeps His commandments abides in Him and He in him.  And we know by this that He abides in us, by the Holy Spirit whom He has given us.
1 John 5:2 -	By this we know that we love the children of God, when we love God and observe His commandments.
v 3 -	For this is the love of God, that we keep His commandments and His commandments are not burdensome.
2 John 6a -		This is love that we walk according to His commandments.
Ecclesiastes 12:13a -	[CTL] The conclusion of this entire subject is: Have a personal love for God that is both aggressive and responding and be diligent in the execution of His mandates.
	10)	The final phrase of the verse identifies how these two imperative moods are executed.  The New American Standard reads, “… because this applies to every person.”
11)	The King James and New International versions have it, “for this is the whole duty of man.”
12)	But there are only two words found in this final phrase: kol  +  adam.
13)	The word kol  occurs around 5400 times in the Old Testament and all but about 800 signify the “whole of something,” stressing the aspect of totality or that which is completed.
14)	The thing that Solomon says is completed or made whole by loving God and keeping His commandments is adam, or man.
15)	Man’s completion or wholeness refers to his advance to spiritual maturity by means of the system provided for his dispensation.


	16)	For Solomon, the spiritual life consisted of (1) rebound, (2) faith-rest, (3) Bible study, (4) utilizing the Levitical sacrifices, (5) observing the holy days, (6) learning and applying the messages of the priests and the teachings of the prophets, and (7) learning the doctrines taught by the structure and furniture of the Tabernacle and Temple.
	17)	For the Church Age believer the spiritual life consists of the four spiritual mechanics:
1.	Utilization of the Two Power Options: The filling of the Holy Spirit and the Grace Apparatus for Perception.
2.	The Function of the Three Spiritual Skills: The filling of the Holy Spirit, the Grace Apparatus for Perception, and the development of the ten problem-solving devices.
3.	The Deployment of the Ten Problem-Solving Devices.
4.	The Execution of the Three Stages of the Adult Spiritual Life: From a personal sense of destiny the development of:
Spiritual self-esteem.  This leads to spiritual autonomy when spiritual growth occurs under providential preventive suffering and the application of the tandem problem-solving devices.
Spiritual autonomy leads to spiritual maturity when spiritual growth occurs under momentum testing while maintaining an environment of perfect soul tranquility which is sharing the happiness of God.
Spiritual maturity leads to maximum glorification of God when spiritual growth occurs under evidence testing while remaining steadfastly occupied with the Person of Christ.
	18)	Whether executing the spiritual life of the Age of Israel or the Church Age both systems can be summed up by Solomon’s conclusion to the matter.
Ecclesiastes 12:13 -	The conclusion of this entire subject is: have a personal love for God that is both aggressive and responding and be diligent in the execution of His mandates.  This fulfills the spiritual life of man.
	19)	We have now completed our survey of the Book of Ecclesiastes in which Solomon retrospectively documents his years in reversionism.
20)	During the course of his rebellion against the plan of God he engaged in a frantic search for happiness and security in a world designed to kill him.
21)	His unrealistic expectations of acquiring happiness through knowledge, pleasure, possessions, heritage, philosophy, and wealth caused him to enter old age without the tranquility of soul necessary to encounter the debilitations common to old age.
	22)	And so in chapter 12 Solomon gives us a series of allegories that describes a man facing old age but without any doctrine in his soul to provide the comfort and tranquility necessary to endure it gracefully.
23)	But that comfort and tranquility simply does not occur when negative volition places the believer into status quo carnality where life is viewed through the myopic lens of human viewpoint, self-centeredness, and the three arrogant skills.
24)	When this is the case then the believer’s spiritual life is neutralized and his major deficiency is a loss of faith—a deficiency which is catastrophic in the dispensation of Israel.


