1
99-04-27.JSH-131 / 
©℗ 1999  Joe Griffin
1

Faith-Rest Drill: Solomon’s Conclusion: “Fear God”; Ecclesiastes 12:13a: Responding Love for God
	4)	There is a responsive love for God that can be characterized by one’s demonstrative respect for His character.  This category of love for God is manifest by several mental attitudes:
1.	Deference: Implies a yielding or submitting to another’s judgment or preference out of respect and reverence.
This is the concept behind the word “obey” which so upsets the ladies at wedding ceremonies.  The Greek word found in Ephesians 5:22 is Øpot£ssw /hupotasso /, a military term which indicates submission to superior rank.  It has to do with subjecting oneself to another but to do so with respect and reverence and from one’s own volition.
James 4:7 -		Submit yourselves to God.
2.	Admiration: Implies enthusiastic appreciation and often, deep affection.
The worth or estimation in which someone is held, therefore an attitude of respect.
To regard with approbation; to marvel.
2 Thessalonians 1:10 -	When He comes to be glorified in His saints in that day and to be marveled at among all who have believed.
3.	Honor: The Greek word for honor is tim» /time / and means the showing of reverence to another.  When you honor someone then you are obligated to subject yourself to that person and his judgment.  Our Lord makes the claim that He is to be honored as God is.  This is based on the fact that the Father has given Christ the authority to discharge the office of Judge in all things.
John 5:22 -		“For not even the Father judges anyone but He has given all judgment to the Son,

v 23 -		in order that all may honor the Son, even as they honor the Father.  He who does not honor the Son does not honor the Father who sent Him.”
		4.	Esteem: The regard in which one is held especially for his worth, value, opinion, or judgment.  Includes a show of respect and consideration.  To think highly of and to regard as important.  Stresses a reverence that presupposes an intrinsic merit and inviolability in the one honored.  It implies the person is viewed as holy or sacrosanct because of his character.
Hebrews 12:28 -	Since we receive a kingdom which cannot be shaken, let us show gratitude by which we may offer to God an acceptable service with reverence and awe.
		5.	Consideration: Thoughtful and sympathetic regard.  Thoughtfulness for others.  To keep a subject before the mind; attentive thought, reflection, and meditation.  The taking into account of anything as a motive or a reason.
Hebrews 11:24 -	By faith Moses, when he had grown up, refused to be called the son of Pharaoh’s daughter;
v 25 -		choosing rather to endure ill-treatment with the people of God than to enjoy the passing pleasures of sin;
v 26 -		considering the reproach of Christ greater riches than the treasures of Egypt; for he was looking to the reward.
Hebrews 3:1 -	Therefore, holy brethren, partakers of a heavenly calling, consider Jesus, the Apostle and High Priest of our confession.
		6.	Partiality: To separate or distinguish; to be divided in one’s mind.  It refers to the sense of making decisions.  It is a sin to show partiality toward certain people.
James 2:1 -		My brethren, do not hold your faith in our glorious Lord Jesus Christ with an attitude of personal favoritism.

v 2 -	For if a man comes into your assembly with a gold ring and dressed in fine clothes, and there also comes in a poor man in dirty clothes,
v 3 -	and you pay special attention to the one who is wearing the fine clothes and say, “You sit here in the good place,” and you sat to the poor man, “You stand over there or sit down by my footstool,”
v 4 -	have you not made distinctions [ diakr…nw /diakrino /: to show partiality ] among yourselves and become judges with evil motives?
But we are  to make a distinction between any in the human race, including ourselves, and God.  We are  to show Him partiality.  God and Christ are  to be distinguished from mankind.  We are  to have a division in our mind with reference to making a distinction between God and man.  That separation can be seen in the tandem problem solving devices which gets us back to the word “fear” in Ecclesiastes 12:13:
Mark 12:28 -	One of the scribes … asked Jesus, “What commandment is the foremost of all?”
v 29 -		Jesus answered, “The foremost is, ‘Hear, O Israel!  The Lord our God is one Lord;
v 30 -		and you shall love the Lord your God with all your heart and all your soul, and with all your mind, and with all your strength.’
v 31 -		“The second is this, ‘You shall love your neighbor as yourself.’  There is no other commandment greater than these.”
5)	Therefore, the execution of the mandate to “fear God” involves a personal love for God based on thought not emotion.
6)	This personal love includes both an aggressive and responding love for Him:


1.	Aggressive love: Characterized by one’s enduring devotion to His plan.  This love is manifest by (1) intensive love for, (2) enduring loyalty toward, (3) consecration of, and (4) dedication to the plan of God as revealed in the Bible.
2.	Responding love: Characterized by one’s demonstrative respect for His character with emphasis on divine integrity.  This love is manifest by (1) deference, (2) admiration, (3) honor, (4) esteem, (5) consideration, and (6) partiality for His Person, character, and integrity.


