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Faith-Rest Drill: Corrected Translation of Ecclesiastes 12:1-12; Solomon’s Conclusion: “Fear God”; Ecclesiastes 12:13a: Aggressive Love for God

9)	Before we move on to Solomon’s conclusion of the matter, let’s go back to the beginning of chapter 12 and review the corrected translation of the first 10 verses:
Ecclesiastes 12:1 -	[C&ETL] Remember your Creator in the days of your youth before evil days of old age arrive and the sunset years draw near when you will say, “I have no delight in them.”
v 2 -	(Remember your Creator in the days of your youth) before reversionism prevents the human spirit [ the sun ] from projecting the light of divine truth into the soul [ the moon ] and its stream of consciousness [ the stars ] causing the spiritual life to become darkened [ blackout & scar tissue of the soul ] while having to confront the increasingly chronic maladies [ the rain ] commonly associated with the aging process [ the cloudy days ].
v 3 -	In the day when the arms and hands tremble from Parkinson’s disease, the legs are feeble and bowed, the teeth are useless because they are so few in number, and the eyes grow dim due to macular degeneration and cataracts;
v 4 -	the lips are drawn into the mouth and the sound of one’s chewing and digestion is a low grinding.  From anxiety attacks even the singing of a bird will cause him to awaken and his ears are unable to hear clearly the voices of singing.
v 5 -	Furthermore, he is afraid of high places and the dangers involved with traveling on the road.  His hair has turned white and is falling out.  His hips are bad causing him to shuffle along and he has lost his desire for both food and sex.  As he nears the moment of his death and burial the mourners in anticipation gather in the streets.


Ecclesiastes 12:6 -	Remember your Creator in the days of your youth before your soul life that sustains your biological life is removed, before the heart fails to circulate the blood and the lungs no longer breathe.
v 7 -	Then the remains of biological life will return to its source of origin in the earth and soul life will return to its Source of origin which is God Who gave it.
v 8 -	Emptiness of emptinesses,” says the man with the message, “emptiness of emptinesses!  All is emptiness!”
v 9 -	Moreover, because the man with the message was wise, he still taught the people knowledge and formed many proverbs as the fruit of mature reflection and diligent research.
v 10 -		The man with the message sought to find pleasing words and correctly to write words of truth.
v 11 -		The words of wise men are like goads inciting self-reflection.  Those who master them are steadfast like well-driven nails since these proverbs are given by one Shepherd.
v 12 -		But beyond this, beware!  The writing of many books is endless.  Excessive devotion to them is exhausting without edification.
Solomon’s Conclusion:
Ecclesiastes 12:13 -	[NAS] The conclusion when all has been heard is: fear God and keep His commandments, because this applies to every person.
1)	The Hebrew word for “fear” is yare’ and means reverential awe and respect.
2)	This refers to personal love for God based on thought not emotion.
3)	This includes an aggressive love for God which can be characterized by one’s enduring devotion to His plan.  This category of love for God is manifest by several mental attitudes:

1.	Intensive love: This is a personal love that is developed through prolonged concentration on Bible doctrine.  Through concentrated study one’s spiritual growth is strengthened and advanced.
This eventually achieves a high level of execution manifest by the production of divine good.  Man serves that which he loves.
1 Kings 18:21 -	“How long will you vacillate between two opinions?  If the Lord is God, follow Him; but if Baal, follow him.”
2.	Enduring loyalty: “To endure” means to stand fast under suffering or misfortune without giving up.  In other words, nothing life offers is more than you can bear.
“Loyalty” has to do with faithfulness to someone to whom fidelity is due.  And “fidelity” is a mental attitude that maintains strict and continued faithfulness to an obligation, trust, or duty.
The obligation, trust, and duty is fulfillment of God’s plan by means of learning His plan through Bible study.
1 Corinthians 4:2 -	It is required of servants that one be found trustworthy.
3.	Consecration: This has to do with exclusive devotion to a purpose with solemn dedication.  Devotion is a commitment to service in support of a cause, that cause being the plan of God.
And to that cause one must be solemnly dedicated meaning he is a serious student of the Word of God recognizing it as the only thing that really matters.
2 Timothy 2:15 -	Be diligent to present yourself approved to God as a workman who does not need to be ashamed, handling accurately the word of truth.


4.	Dedication: This has to do with commitment.  And the believer who loves God will commit himself to the study of God’s Word as a way of life and with the fulfillment of His plan as the ultimate objective.
John 15:10 -	“If you keep My commandments you will abide in My love; just as I have kept My Father’s commandments and abide in His love.
v 11 -		These things I have spoken to you in order that My happiness may be in you and that your happiness may be completed.


