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Faith-Rest Drill: Justification for Exegetical Approach to Ecclesiastes 12:6c  & 12:2; Comparison of v. 6c  with v. 2 & Ephesians 4:17-19

NOTE:	In dealing with the allegories of chapter 12, I consulted two commentaries for guidance on the specifics of Ecclesiastes 12:6c and Ecclesiastes 12:2.  The former was covered on Tuesday night (JSH-127).  I shall note the latter this evening:
Unger, Merrill F.  Unger’s Commentary on the Old Testament: Volume 1: Genesis—Song of Solomon.  Chicago: Moody Press, p. 1102:
Verse 2.  This is a figurative, highly poetical description of one trouble following another in old age unilluminated by Him who is the “Sun of righteousness” (Mal. 4:2), “the light of the world” (John 8:12), and “the bright and morning star” (Rev. 22:16).
Delitzsch, Franz.  Commentary on Song of Songs and Ecclesiastes, trans. M. G. Easton.  Grand Rapids: Wm. B. Eerdmans Publishing Company, 1968; pp. 404-405:
Ver. 2.  The older Christian interpretations … see in verse 2 a representation of thought … Thus the figurative language of ver. 2 is interpreted in the following manner.  The sun is the (human) spirit, a light … which penetrates with its light of self-examination and self-knowledge the innermost being of man, called by the Lord, Matt. 6:23, “the light that is in you.”  The light, the clear light of day proceeding from the sun, is the activity of the (human) spirit in its unweakened intensity: sharp apprehension, clear thought, faithful and serviceable memory.  The moon is the soul; for according to the Hebrew idea, the moon is in relation to the sun a figure of the female; and that the soul … is related to the (human) spirit as female, the (human) spirit supports the soul.  And the stars?  We are permitted to suppose in the author a knowledge of the old Babylonian-Assyrian seven astral gods, which consisted of the sun, moon, and five planets; and thus it will not be too much to understand the stars, as representing the five planets, of the five senses which mediate the receptive relation of the soul to the outer world.  It is enough to understand cases of sickness and attacks of weakness which disturb the power of thought, obscure the consciousness, darken the mind, and which, after they have once overtaken him and then have ceased, quickly again return without permitting him long to experience health.



	10)	We can also see a linkage between this verse and verse 2:
Ecclesiastes 12:2 -	(Remember your Creator in the days of your youth) before reversionism prevents the human spirit from projecting the light of divine truth into the soul and its stream of consciousness causing the spiritual life to become darkened while having to confront the increasingly chronic maladies commonly associated with the aging process.
	11)	If a person does not remember his Creator then he will eventually be taken out of this life without the tranquility and confidence that would have been provided by Bible doctrine resident in his soul.
12)	This was unfortunately true in our old man’s case.  Blackout and scar tissue on the soul caused him to suffocate spiritually leading to the physical suffocation of the sin unto death.
13)	It is possible to develop from two passages of Scripture that the soul has a breathing process.  The one that establishes the healthy breathing process is 1 Corinthians 2:5-16.  It documents the Grace Apparatus for Perception.
14)	The passage which establishes the unhealthy breathing process is Ephesians 4:17-19.  It documents the development of a vacuum in the soul, the subsequent inhale of false doctrine, and the development of a callous heart.
15)	The one pertinent to our study is the latter:
Ephesians 4:17 -	[CTL]  I say therefore and affirm together with the Lord that you no longer walk as unbelievers walk in the emptiness or vacuum of their mind,
v 18 -		having become darkened in the sphere of thinking, having received alienation from the life of God because of the ignorance being in them because of scar tissue on the soul.

v 19 -		who having become callous have betrayed themselves to promiscuity, making a business of all uncleanness in the sphere of insatiable lust.
16)	Solomon taught this concept in Ecclesiastes 12:2 and Paul gives us the details of inhaling false doctrine into the lungs of the soul.
17)	The inhale occurs when the mind volitionally accepts as true the human viewpoint, human good, evil, and doctrines of demons communicated by the devil’s world.
18)	This information is process by the volition into the heart where this false knowledge begins to callous over the doctrinal inventory of the stream of consciousness.
19)	The word “callous” here is the perfect active participle of the verb:
¢palgšw /apalgeo /  -	Lit: “to cease to feel pain.”  The application is an arrival at a state of mind where there is no moral outrage registered by the conscience.
It has a preposition of ultimate source with it, which indicates that from the source of negative volition scar tissue is developed.
	20)	Solomon takes the spiritual suffocation that resulted from a lifetime of negative volition (verse 2; Ephesians 4:17-19) and associates it with the literal suffocation of the reversionistic believer at physical death (verse 6).
Ecclesiastes 12:6 -	[NAS] Remember Him before the silver cord is broken and the golden bowl is crushed, the pitcher by the well is shattered and the wheel at the cistern is crushed.
Ecclesiastes 12:6 -	[CTL] Remember your Creator in the days of your youth before your soul life that sustains your biological life is removed, before the heart fails to circulate the blood and the lungs no longer breathe.


