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Faith-Rest Drill: The Allegories of Old Age, Ecclesiastes 12:5e-6c

Ecclesiastes 12:5e -	[NAS] For man goes to his eternal home while mourners go about in the street.
1)	The inference here is that the man who encounters all these constraints, maladies, and debilitations has entered into the death-shadowed valley.
2)	The eternal home is the grave.  No matter how long you live, no matter how long you reside at a given address, eventually your body will spend more time in the grave than anywhere else.
3)	In the ancient world when a person died, there was a time of wailing and lamentation.  The family would gather for a great show of weeping in order to impress the dead with their sorrow.  Wealthy families would hire groups of professional mourners who would add to the noise.  Micah 1:8 says it sounded like jackals and owls.
4)	The implication is that this man is so deep into the valley that the professional mourners have already gathered in the street nearby awaiting his demise.
Ecclesiastes 12:5 -	[NAS] Furthermore, men are afraid of a high place and of terrors on the road.  The almond tree blossoms, the grasshopper drags himself along, and the caperberry is ineffective.  For man goes to his eternal home while mourners go about in the street.
Ecclesiastes 12:5 -	[CTL & ETL] Furthermore, he is afraid of high places and the dangers involved with traveling on the road.  His hair has turned white and is falling out.  His hips are bad causing him to shuffle along and he has lost his desire for either food or sex. As man nears the moment of his death and burial the mourners in anticipation gather in the streets.
Ecclesiastes 12:6 -	[NAS]  Remember Him before the silver cord is broken and the golden bowl is crushed, the pitcher by the well is shattered and the wheel at the cistern is crushed.

1)	This verse brings us to the end of the death-shadowed valley with allegories of lamps and wells.
2)	It shows Solomon’s insight into the mechanics of physical death.
3)	Human life is totally under the control of God the Father.  He determines who lives at physical birth.
4)	Finally, only God determines the time, the manner, and the place of one’s death.
5)	Once the soul and human spirit exit the body then physical death occurs.
6)	This verse thus begins with another plea for the ordering of one’s priorities.
Ecclesiastes 12:6a -	Remember Him …
1)	This takes us back to verse 1 when the young believer is implored to “remember your Creator in the days of your youth.”
2)	What follows is a description of the bodily weaknesses that come in the aging process that are compounded by a lifestyle of misplaced priorities.
3)	In verse 6 this same person is again admonished to “remember your Creator before physical death takes you out of this life.”
Ecclesiastes 12:6 b -	… before the silver cord is broken and the golden bowl is crushed …
1)	Here we see the allegory of a golden lamp hung by a silver cord portraying the removal of soul life and the human spirit from the body of a believer.
2)	The silver cord is what enables the golden lamp to remain suspended and thus to be useful in providing light in a dark place.
3)	But the lamp remains useless unless it contains oil which when burned allows light to shine.

4)	The allegory illustrates how physical death ends the human life of a believer.  The “silver cord” is soul life which sustains the “golden bowl” or “lamp” which is biological life.
5)	The “oil” in the golden lamp is the human spirit which enables the “lamp” to shine in a dark place.
6)	When the “life line,” i.e., the “soul” is “broken” then the “lamp” falls to the ground and is shattered, the “oil” flows out, and the light is doused.
7)	The Hebrew word for “broken” is rachaq and means “to part or separate previously joined objects” and therefore, “to remove.”
8)	This is Solomon’s picture of God removing the soul and human spirit from the body, causing the brain, the command center of biological life, to cease functioning.
9)	Today, medial science affirms that it is not a flat-line EKG but a flat-line EEG that confirms physical death.
10)	An EKG, or ECG, is an electrocardiogram, the tracings made by the heart when hooked up to an electrocardiograph.  When it draws a straight line, the heart has ceased to function.
11)	An EEG is an electroencephalogram, the tracings made by the brain when hooked up to an electroencephalograph.  When it draws a straight line, the brain has ceased to function.
12)	On occasion the heart and can be stimulated to resume its normal functions.
13)	But when God removes the life force, i.e., the soul and, for the believer, the human spirit, then the EEG flat lines.
14)	When this happens, the EKG flat lines as well and physical death becomes official.


15)	Therefore, one must remember his Creator “before the silver cord is broken and the golden bowl is crushed”: before the soul and human spirit are removed from the body and physical death occurs.
Ecclesiastes 12:6 c -	… the pitcher by the well is shattered and the wheel at the cistern is crushed.
1)	In the motif of this passage’s allegories it is fairly easy to identify this one as the cardiopulmonary system.
2)	Human life is sustained by the intake of oxygen into the lungs and then absorbed into body by the bloodstream.  The two organs that are necessary for this process to continue are the lungs and the heart.
3)	This requires a small bit of technical knowledge about the heart.  I was able to locate some information along with diagrams on two Web sites: www.pbs.org and www.tcu.edu.  The information comes from PBS’s Nova Online: “Cut to the Heart,” which has an action sequence showing the function of the human heart.  That, of course, could not be printed out so I later found a very good diagram on the Texas Christian University Web site taken from Compton’s Multimedia Encyclopedia, © 1995 Compton’s NewMedia, Inc.
http://delta.is.tcu.edu/~LPJohndro/hrtdia.html:

	(TXP: Heart Diagram)

http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/nova/heart/heartmap.html:
1.	Oxygen-poor blood flows from the body through the vena cava (13) into the right atrium (14).
2.	Blood flows through the right atrium into the right ventricle (10).



3.	The right ventricle pumps the blood to the lungs through the pulmonary artery (5), where the blood releases waste gases and picks up oxygen.
4.	The newly oxygen-enriched blood returns to the heart through pulmonary veins (6) and enters the left atrium (7).
5.	Blood flows through the left atrium into the left ventricle (9).
6.	The left ventricle pumps the oxygen-enriched blood to all parts of the body through the aorta (1), the body’s main artery.
4)	That’s the technical diagram.  Now let’s do it again with more simplified visuals:
www.tower-hill.pvt.k12.de.us/boulden/heart.html:
1.	The blood cells (hollow circles representing blood cells depleted of oxygen) have entered through the vena cava, the main vein by which all blood is routed eventually back to the heart, into the right atrium.
2.	Having entered the right atrium, the blood is then pumped into the right ventricle of the heart.
3.	The blood is then pumped into the pulmonary artery, which takes the blood to the lungs.
4.	While in the lungs, the blood cells are re-oxygenated (represented by filled-in circles) and then returned to the heart.  The blood reenters the heart by means of pulmonary veins into the left atrium.
5.	From the left atrium the blood is pumped into the left ventricle.
6.	The left ventricle then pumps the oxygenated blood into the aorta, the body’s main artery, which takes the blood to all parts of the body.



5)	Now with this information in mind, let’s return to Solomon’s allegory and take up four words he uses in verse 6:
1.	“Pitcher”: kad: “jar or pail.”  Refers to earthenware, which because of its firing process is easily broken.
2.	“Spring”: mabbu‘a: “fountain or spring.”  This refers to the point where water comes near to or surfaces from the body of the earth. 
3.	“Wheel”: galgal: “windlass”: a horizontal shaft supported on vertical posts and turned by a crank so that the hoisting rope is wound around the shaft.
4.	“Cistern”: bor: “well”: A pit sunk into the earth to reach a supply of water.
6)	In Solomon’s allegory, these terms that apply to the retrieval of water from a reservoir are used to describe the failure of the cardiopulmonary system in the death of our old man.
1.	The “jar, pail, or pitcher” refers to the heart.
2.	The “fountain or spring” refers to the blood.
3.	The “wheel or windlass” refers to the lungs.
4.	The “cistern or well” refers to the trachea, or the windpipe.
7)	Thus, the “pitcher by the well is shattered” speaks of heart failure which means that blood is no longer being carried to the lungs for reoxygenation.
8)	The “wheel at the cistern is crushed” speaks of lung failure which means that air is no longer being inhaled through the trachea.



9)	At this point our old man is dead.  He suffered a long hard ride through the death-shadowed valley without the comforting benefit of divine truth circulating in his stream of consciousness.  Consequently, he died the sin unto death.


