1
99-04-18-B.JSH-126 / 
©℗ 1999  Joe Griffin
1

Faith-Rest Drill: The Allegories of Old Age, Ecclesiastes 12:3d -5d

Ecclesiastes 12:3d -	… and those who look through windows grow dim.
1)	A rectangular opening of a house often covered with a lattice through which one could look out.
2)	In order to control the inside temperatures, windows were usually few in number and small in size.  They were big enough however for permit robbers to enter so if the home was two-story they were usually placed in the upper floor.
3)	Solomon’s windows are his eyes and the latticework covering them are the eyelids and lashes.
4)	With old age he attempts to open his eyelids in order for his eyes to look out but his ability to see out has grown dim.
5)	Today we know some of the more common causes of diminishing eyesight to be:
1.	Macular degeneration: an affliction sometimes occurring in old age as a result of hardening of the blood vessels within the eye. This disorder reduces central vision, characterized by a black spot, but it does not interfere with peripheral vision.
2.	Cataracts: Several forms are congenital, some are due to the illness of the mother during pregnancy, while others are result of disease, for example, those who suffer from diabetes mellitus.  The most common is the type that develops with advancing age.  Such cataracts are the effect of the continuing growth of the lenses through out life and their attendant increase in density.

6)	Solomon probably suffered from either or both.


Ecclesiastes 12:3 -	[NAS] In the day when the watchmen of the house tremble, and mighty men stoop, and grinding ones stand idle because they are few, and those who look through windows grow dim.
Ecclesiastes 12:3 -	[CTL & ETL] In the day when the arms and hands tremble from Parkinson’s disease, the legs are feeble and bowed, the teeth are useless because they are so few in number, and the eyes grow dim due to macular degeneration and cataracts;

Ecclesiastes 12:4 -	[NAS] and the doors on the street are shut as the sound of the grinding mill is low, and one will arise at the sound of a bird, and all the daughters of song will sing softly.
1)	Solomon continues with the afflictions associated with aging as he describes further handicaps to normal daily living.
Ecclesiastes 12:4a -	… and the doors on the street are shut …
1)	The general way by which a person makes contact with the outside world is by walking outside through the door of his house.
2)	A person who rarely does this is called a recluse, a hermit, an eremite, or a troglodyte.
3)	The way a person individually reaches out to the outside world is through conversation.  He opens his mouth and communicates.
4)	In Solomon’s example the lips of the mouth are referred to as doors that are shut.
5)	The idea is that with few teeth the lips are drawn into the mouth, the opposite of their normal position.



Ecclesiastes 12:4b -	… as the sound of the grinding mill is low …
1)	Again Solomon refers to his teeth.  We have learned they are so few in numbers that they are useless to him in masticating his food.
2)	As a result he must crush his food with his gums.  This gives off a low munching sound with occasional champing and sucking.
3)	But the normal sound of chewing his food with his teeth is little heard.
4)	Good digestion, as our mothers told us, begins in the mouth.  You must chew your food before you swallow it.  When you don’t have teeth the food is not masticated properly and poor digestion results.
5)	The sound of the grinding mill also includes the growling of the stomach during digestion.
Ecclesiastes 12:4c -	… one will arise at the sound of a bird …
1)	Often the many varied discomforts of the aging process cause a person to lose sleep.  There is reflux, indigestion, prostatitis, arthritis, and other aches and pains that cause insomnia.
2)	Another is the worry associated with a reversionistic environment in the soul.
3)	A man who has become physically weakened by age still has the same concerns for physical safety that he had while in good health.
4)	Now that he can no longer defend home and hearth he becomes frightened at the slightest noise, even that of a chirping bird.
5)	Near blindness, weak legs, and trembling arms cause him to become easily frightened and thus there is no rest for the weary of soul.

Ecclesiastes 12:4d -	…and all the daughters of song will sing softly.
1)	“Daughters of song” is an idiom for the ears.  In Solomon’s case the ears “sing softly.”
2)	He is still able to hear but everything sounds as if the volume is turned down.
3)	Loss of hearing can be very frustrating.  And if you love to hear music played and songs sung, approaching deafness can be very frustrating.
Ecclesiastes 12:4 -	[NAS]	 and the doors on the street are shut as the sound of the grinding mill is low, and one will arise at the sound of a bird, and all the daughters of song will sing softly.
Ecclesiastes 12:4 -	[CTL & ETL]  the lips are drawn into the mouth and the sound of one’s chewing and digestion is a low grinding sound.  From anxiety attacks even the singing of a bird will cause him to awaken and his ears are unable to hear clearly the voices of singing.

Ecclesiastes 12:5 -	[NAS]  Furthermore, men are afraid of a high place and of terrors on the road.  The almond tree blossoms, the grasshopper drags himself along, and the caperberry is ineffective.  For man goes to his eternal home while mourners go about in the street.
1)	This verse adds the element of fear from the environment, areas of life not formally a concern.
2)	In addition, three things associated with aging are mentioned as additional afflictions.
3)	Finally, we see the old man enter the death-shadowed valley.
Ecclesiastes 12:5a -	…men are afraid of high places and of terrors on the road.

1)	With a degenerating body the old man is averse to going outside the house and when he does he becomes afraid of the normal conditions of his environment.
2)	For example, he is afraid of a high place.  Some people retire so they can go to the mountains.  Not Solomon.  Some have a desire to go to the top of the Gateway Arch.  Not Solomon.  Others envision standing on the rim of the Grand Canyon.  Not Solomon.
3)	Even walking about is a chore.  Roads in the ancient world were sometimes not much more than wheel-tracks and thus riddled with obstacles.
4)	In his youth mud, rocks, hills, and inclines were not a problem.
5)	An undulating path is now too steep and hilly,  the sun is too hot, the winters are too cold; if it rains the weather is too bad to go out.
6)	These normal daily occurrences now present a source of fear, especially when you add the worry of highwaymen along the way.
7)	When you are afraid of the normal conditions of your environment then you have become afraid of life.
Ecclesiastes 12:5b -	… the almond tree blossoms …
1)	The almond tree blossoms toward the end of January before its leaves appear.
2)	The blossoms are white tinged with pink and from a distance the appearance is striking—limbs filled with white blossoms but no leaves.
3)	Then in late winter these blossoms turn pure white as they start to fall from the tree.
4)	The allegory refers to the while hair of an old man in his final winter.  As his hair falls out like falling blossoms he will not know another spring.

Ecclesiastes 12:5c -	… the grasshopper drags himself along …
1)	This allegory comes from observing the structure of the grasshopper’s legs which are constructed much like a human’s.
2)	What we would call the foot is the grasshopper’s tarsus, his lower leg is the tibia, and his upper leg or thigh is called the femur.
3)	That which makes it all work is the coxa, which for a human is called the hip joint.
4)	When an old man’s hips go out on him he literally has to drag himself along, much as a grasshopper would have to do if his coxa blew out on him.
Ecclesiastes 12:5d -	… and the caperberry is ineffective.
1)	The caperberry is the berry-like flower buds of the caper bush.  It was used in the ancient world as an herb that would stimulate the appetite.
2)	It was also believed by many in that day to be an aphrodisiac, stimulating another kind of appetite.
3)	When legalists encounter this word in Ecclesiastes they interpret it to mean that Solomon’s appetite was gone and his taste buds were shot.
4)	The grace-oriented expositors are not afraid to go with the loss of sexual desires.
5)	Whether the caperberry in this passage refers to an early day equivalent of an hors d’oeuvre or Viagra, loss of desire in either area is associated with aging.
6)	Since Solomon couldn’t eat the best foods prepared by the best chefs leads us to believe the former.  And the demands of attempting to accommodate a harem of over a thousand women causes us to at lease consider the latter.

7)	Knowing that Solomon was a major-league reversionist, it was probably both.


