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Wearing the Armor of God 
With Purpose
Second Session:  
Reaching an Unbelieving World 
Put on the Armor for purpose vs. 10-19.  You are already fitted and able to don the armor God has for you. Whether or not you wear your armor is completely volitional.  
As we read through this passage did you note the way you are to don your gear.  You put on all your armor pieces and then your helmet and then your sword. Are you dressed yet?  NOPE. You have yet to put on the greatest weapon on the battle field… your mind.  The only place prayer can come forth. 
Our struggle is not against flesh and blood for we struggle with the opposition of the powers of darkness, and with many enemies who would keep us and an unbelieving world from God and heaven. 
We have enemies to fight against, a captain to fight for, a banner to fight under, and certain rules of war by which we are to govern ourselves. "Finally, my brethren (v. 10), loipon, it yet remains that you apply yourselves to your work and duty as Christian soldiers.’’ Now it is requisite that a soldier be both stout-hearted and well armed. If Christians be soldiers of Jesus Christ, then one must be stout-hearted.  Be strong. Be obedient. Don’t only put on the armor that makes you look good and put the rest in a closet.  It may not be comfortable with all of your armor donned but, it is fashioned specifically for you.  Do not leave holes of opportunity for the enemy to strike because he will and will always know your area of weakness.
You have to learn to hold your sword and capabilities of your armor before you can stand your ground on the field of battle, and stand your ground is exactly what you are ordered to do.  Your PT in this local church is partly responsible to teach you how to hold the sword, to give you the doctrines from foundation to ridge board. Every believer’s foundation is faith in Jesus Christ’s life, death, burial and resurrection. If you believe in Jesus Christ as your one and only Savior, then you have eternal life. And this is the gospel (1 Cor. 15:3-4). Do not allow a single neuron to fire in consideration to the idiots that offer you a part time salvation these false teachers are setting up souls to live in fear every day. Our God wants us to live in hope.  He wants us to live in absolute confidence that Jesus Christ has done it all and there is nothing we can add in light of works or worship that is going to get us any more saved.  When Christ said in John 19:10, “tetelestai”, it is finished, He meant it. It was the perfect sacrifice and the only sacrifice that will satisfy the Father. You aren’t going anywhere.   And if you have accepted Christ as your Savior and you are running scared for your salvation, get over it.  Your diet for the Word won’t get past mother’s milk.   You have neutralized your ability to get into the meat and potatoes of your Christian walk. 
Do not live in fear of your own salvation. John 10:27-30 Jesus Christ said, “My sheep listen to my voice: I know them, and they follow me. I give them eternal life, and they shall never perish; no one can snatch them out of my Father’s hand. My Father who has given them to me, is greater than all, no one can snatch them out of my Father’s hand. I and the Father are One.”  Rom. 8:37- 39 “In all things we are more than conquerors through him who loved us. For I am convinced that neither death nor life, neither angels nor demons, neither the present not the future, nor any powers, neither height not depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God that is in Christ Jesus our Lord.  My salvation is not based on me having God, rather, its God having me. My salvation is a gift based on grace. Anything I do right for the Lord is in His grace and everything I do wrong is in His mercy.  We cannot fully understand grace or mercy and won’t until we are forever in His eternal presence. And even then we may not get it. Accept it through faith.   
{Sperry Chaffer story}
After Phase 1, which is salvation, there is the learning of doctrines.  I have found the PT in the local church, by the power of the Holy Spirit, can most easily make these doctrines clear to the rest of us. Let me be a little more specific, a PT who studies the Word for the advancement in the ministry, discipleship and ambassadorship of the sheep God has charged him with. The learning of doctrine develops apologetics associated with the gospel.  I did say earlier the PT was in part responsible to your development in your Christian walk because you are responsible to read the Word and allow the Holy Spirit to minister to you personally. You are to establish and maintain a relationship with the Lord through an active prayer life.  You are to be filled with the Spirit through the continual confession of sin (1 Jn. 1:9).  
We are to be 24/7 believers. We are to be soldiers for Christ in a battle field of life and death.  Only through submission to the Father and His Word will we be able to do anything to glorify Him.  We must follow orders.    

Follow Orders 
I would rather have one mouth-breather under me who follows an order without question then ten wise guys that wonder why I gave the order in the first place.  
Sometimes I don’t have time to explain the war, oft times I don’t even have the time to fully explain the battle. I need soldiers to take full advantage of their training and execute.  I need them to trust that they are being assigned with forethought and purpose.  Those that understand they are a little piece of marble in the grand mosaic.  Without them the unit, the battalion, the division is not complete. 
So true in our lives as believers. God has complete control of the war and we will be sent into battle constantly.  He will not put you to a challenge you cannot execute if you are in complete reliance upon him. 1 Cor 10:13. In almost every case, you will not know why God assigned you to do what you are doing in your daily walk. You must walk in faith, boldness and a relaxed mental attitude.  You do not have time to dwell on the things you have done wrong because the battle rages on. Phil 3:13-14.
If you stop to lick your wounds every time you screw up you are full of pride, disobedience and setting the table for the world to have you for lunch.  
If you want to be a wound licker then perhaps you should put on your cosmic game jersey.  Your number would be double zero, the front would have your team name, The Cry Babies, and the back would proudly display your name for the entire world to see, Lunchmeat.   
Or perhaps you should carry a sign that reads, “Time out, serving myself, please stop the war.” 
You cannot serve yourself in this crucial time. You must serve only Him and only in faith under His grace.  Your greatest courage is perfect cowardice and your perfect strength is complete weakness. Don’t count on it to be there in battle, it will forsake. The Lord says in Heb 13:5 ‘be content with what you have, because God has said, “Never will I leave you; never will I forsake you.”  Boy, if that isn’t an all encompassing verse for this lesson.  You are the vessel, God does the work.
What is the one thing we do in our Christian walk that proves to the world beyond a shadow of a doubt that we are indeed born again believers in Jesus Christ?  When we open our mouth and profess that He is the Savior.  Living a Christian life is expected and by grace I hope, we as believers are doing that.  The question is what do you say to someone that asks why you act the way you do. What is your response?  
I believe we put witnessing off to the side because and we somehow justify it. Some may justify not witnessing because it is not their spiritual gift.  I need to ask, with respect to obedience, what does a personal witness have to do with the gift of evangelism? Evangelists are given the gift to draw many and deliver a message of salvation in that arena.  Guess that means Billy Graham hasn’t ever talked to a waiter or gas station attendant one on one with the gospel because there aren’t enough folks around for him to give his message of salvation.  To think you can’t or shouldn’t do something because you are locked in to your spiritual gift is ridiculous. 
We are charged as believers to; pray, assemble, study, and witness and a multitude of other things in order to live a full life for Christ. God doesn’t want us to just have life but to have life more abundantly.  



Witness and do not be ashamed
Have you ever tried to drive a nail into a piece of walnut wood?  It bends, you straighten it, it bends again and you again straighten it. This may go on for a few cycles until you destroy the nail.  You finally, because of frustration, concede and pull the remains of the nail out, set the hammer down and walk away or if you are the persistent type you will move the nail an inch or so and commence the drill all over again.  Witnessing can be much the same and if we can go along with this illustration. The nail is the Gospel the hammer is the Holy Spirit and you are simply the deliverer. If you want to hit a person with the gospel right between the eyes, the nail will bend and that can lead to much frustration.  If you take charge and send the hammer on an unorthodox path you will miss entirely. Remove self from the witness. If you throw the hammer down you will never send the nail home.
Sometimes being persistent and searching for a better place and or time to drive it home will send it home to Jesus.  If there is nowhere the nail will go then at least you started some holes for the next carpenter that comes along. By the by, don’t forget to bring your nail pouch.


Afraid to Witness
What makes people hesitate to share their faith? 
	“I don’t know what to say.” 

“I may not be able to give snappy answers to tricky questions.” 
“I may seem bigoted.” 
“I may invade someone’s privacy.” 
“I am afraid I might fail.” 
“I am afraid I might be a hypocrite.” 
	“I am afraid I might do more harm than good.”

Perhaps the most common fear, however, is that of being rejected. A survey was given to those attending training sessions for the Billy Graham crusade in Detroit. One question asked, “What is your greatest hindrance to witnessing?”
	Nine percent said they were too busy to remember to do it. 

Twenty-eight percent felt the lack of real information to share. 
None said they didn’t really care. 
Twelve percent said their own lives were not speaking as they should. 
But by far the largest group was the 51 percent whose biggest problem was the fear of how the other person would react! None of us likes to be rejected, ridiculed, or regarded as an oddball. 
What is rejection?  That is just another gate of approbation lust; the “look at me” lust.  What will they think about me or maybe they won’t like me.  That’s why the good leaders in the military don’t give unpleasant orders; in fear their men won’t like them. 
Why is witnessing the one charge so easily set aside?  In our Country today we fall prey to three areas of post-modern thought that are straight out of the pit of hell.  
#1 IMAGE – it is more important to look good than to tell the truth. Its all about the look.  President Bush could give an address to America 3 times greater than Lincoln’s Gettysburg Address and yet if his tie were crooked, he would lose 100,000 votes.   I never thought image would replace character.
#2 PC – To be dogmatic about anything in our society today is wrong according to society. You cannot tell someone they are wrong because that means you are right.  Our society has worked itself into the grey and there is no grey with God.  It is right or wrong.    
# 3 INVADING PRIVACY - If there is no right or wrong then I have the right to do my thing and I promise not to talk to you about yours. Satan is genius.  He has capitalized on the arrogance in this land and cleared the path for it to flourish. We live a land that believes we are free without bounds. Freedom without boundaries is chaos.  
I am glad someone invaded my privacy 26 years ago.  Every soul here received the gospel from an obedient believer. Whoever it was that brought you the gospel wore the armor and threw consequences out the window to tell you about the greatest gift available to mankind.   
Having heard the Medal of Honor citations earlier, I have only met two Medal of Honor winners in person and the last thing they wanted to talk about was themselves.  
I have many times wondered what it would be like for the soldiers who were saved by a Medal of Honor winner.  I have tried to imagine what I would say to a man that died in my place.  I would probably think my goodness why did he have to die, why did I get to live? 

What do you really think about Christ dying in your place?  He died a suffering death that none of us could comprehend.  Even those that were tortured to death cannot remotely understand the suffering of Jesus when He said Eli, Eli lema sabachthani. My God, My God why hast thou forsaken Me.  

Heroes are not self serving, all of the heroes we have read about today died with no regard for their life.  They didn’t go into their gallantry with a, “hey guys check this out.” 


Pro 25:27  
It is not good to eat much honey, Nor is it glory to search out one's own glory.
True heroes do not toot their own horn. Heroism is never self serving 

The Marks of a Witness
1. A witness must have a first-hand experience of Christ. Hearsay is not acceptable in a court of law, nor in the court of this world’s opinion. People will listen only to what we have personally seen and heard.
2. A witness must be able to express himself verbally. We may witness effectively through our lives, our work, our relationships, our attitudes, our suffering and even our death, yet we must still “be ready at all times to answer anyone who asks you to explain the hope you have in you.” We must do so “with gentleness and respect.” 
3. A witness will have confidence in the power of God. He relies on the power of the message of Christ and him crucified, and the power of the Holy Spirit. He knows that God can break through any defenses, and change any heart. This confidence will not be brash, but humble and sensitive, marked by much prayer. He knows that without God he can do nothing, but that with God all things are possible.
4. A witness will have compassion for the spiritually lost. He will care for them as individuals who matter deeply to God: made in his image, redeemed by his Son, and to be indwelt by his Spirit.

Mark 16:15 And he said unto them, Go ye into all the world, and preach the gospel to every creature.

Act 15:7 And when there had been much disputing, Peter rose up, and said unto them, Men [and] brethren, ye know how that a good while ago God made choice among us, that the Gentiles by my mouth should hear the word of the gospel, and believe.

Rom 1:16 For I am not ashamed of the gospel of Christ: for it is the power of God unto salvation to every one that believeth; to the Jew first, and also to the Greek.

Rom 10:15 And how shall they preach, except they be sent? as it is written, How beautiful are the feet of them that preach the gospel of peace, and bring glad tidings of good things!

1Cr 9:18 What is my reward then? [Verily] that, when I preach the gospel, I may make the gospel of Christ without charge, that I abuse not my power in the gospel.

Col 1:5 For the hope which is laid up for you in heaven, whereof ye heard before in the word of the truth of the gospel;


Starting Point 
If you aren’t sure if you can give the gospel to anyone you come across then perhaps you can use some of these ideas.
	These things are for sure.
	You are the mouth piece for heaven 

You must Pray, Pray, Pray
	For the unbeliever 
For opportunity 
For courage and boldness 
To remove self 
For compassion and love 
For support – talk to your brothers and sisters in Christ and ask for specific prayers of salvation for those you are. 
	A lot of people in this country go to church or they did at one point in there lives. Initiate  
	Every man on the face of the earth believes of God. Rom 1:19-20
	God’s Word is sharper than any two edged sword   Heb 4:12
	Get your neighbors to church with you. 
Dublin Circle story
	Don’t hammer their religion – promote Christ.

You spiritual apologetic library in your soul is going to get the dust blown off of it. You will be challenged.  Remember you are a soldier.  
How to handle door knockers.  J-ways and Mormons are working hard to get to heaven and they will do whatever it takes in their human power to get there.  If you don’t have your spiritual guns loaded for that particular religion, tell them you are busy but you would love to talk to them.  Ask if they could come back in a few days.  They will be there and that gives you time to load your clip.  When you talk to these folks or anyone in witnessing that they are not the enemy there Satan designed religion is.   Do not lick your chops waiting for them to say something that doesn’t line up with your frame of reference.  You are not an animal and they are the prey.  You are motivated by love and compassion.  Your message is one of grace, mercy and love. You are the messenger of the gospel. 
Do not put notches in your gun. 2 Pet 3:9 The Lord is not slack concerning his promise, as some men count slackness; but is longsuffering to us-ward, not willing that any should perish, but that all should come to repentance.        God isn’t counting, He’s waiting. 
	Keep the focus on Christ.  The unbeliever will drag you down many corridors to avoid the one issue his soul is being hit with by the Holy Spirit.  It is less important in this case to know what all the apologetics are to drag him out of that hole than to figure out why he went down that hole in the first place. It may be a leg to the justification stool he is standing on. Your have to present truth and the Holy Spirit will disassemble the stool.  
	Remember you are talking to an unbeliever who doesn’t understand the Bible. The Bible was written to believers not unbelievers.  1 Cor. 1:18 “The message of he cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but to us who are being saved, it is the power of God.” It is so easy for us to talk about doctrine and easy for many of you to talk about the deeper truths in the Word but the unbeliever doesn’t understand.  You have to use your frame of reference and give them the truth on a level they can understand.  What am I saying if I say, “God loves you so much that he gave up His only Son, Jesus, and if you believe that Jesus came here and died on the cross for you personally you are going to heaven brother and there is nothing in this world that can stop that.”  John 3:16  You could say, For God so Loveth the world that he gaveth his only begotton Son and anyone who believeth in Him shall not perish but have everlasting life.  That would have been perfect in the 16th century but if you talk like that to an unbeliever today he may lean into you a little and smell your clothing for hints of wacky weed.  This is one way to show compassion.  You could use the King James Version and if they don’t understand simple Bible talk then the hell with. 
	You are not the cause or the reason for one that comes to Christ or not.  Remember the role of the Holy Spirit.  Jn 16:8-11 READ    

Many warriors have come before us and many will follow.   It is our turn in the Lord to reach out into an unbelieving world with the most precious truth in history.  The very reason there is a history at all is because of the one truth, the gospel. Will you believe in Jesus Christ in time or not.  Invite them all to church.  Its not about making Grace Doctrine church larger in number, it is about increasing the number to be called the bride of Christ.  

Now let’s get er done. 

These notes, in their entirety will be available on the church web site when my brother gets off his duff and gets them there.  


I love you guys and thank you again for this opportunity to stand up here today.  

