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Review: Principles of Aristocracy 1-17, Rom 12; Principles of Royal Aristocracy: Christians Are Superior to Unbelievers in Thought, Power, & Assets

Romans 12:3 -	I say through the grace that has been given to me, to everyone who is among you, stop thinking of yourself in terms of arrogance beyond what you ought to think, but rather think in terms of objectivity for the purpose of being rational as God has assigned to each one a standard of thinking from the source of doctrine.
			Principle of aristocracy #1:  Stop being self-centered.  Arrogance always condemns others but never self.  Think objectively about yourself and others.
Romans 12:4 -	For just as we have many parts in one body [ the body of Christ; royal family ] and all the parts do not have the same function,
v. 5 -		so we the many are one body in Christ, and individually parts one of another.
Principle of Aristocracy #2:  Spiritual freedom allows all of us to function within our own spiritual gift.  Never encourage a person to function beyond his own norms and standards especially in the area of spiritual gifts.
Romans 12:9 -	Your love should be nonhypocritical.  Detest evil.  Cling to the good.
Principle of Aristocracy #3: Unconditional love toward all men does not require you to sacrifice principle or compromise truth.  Remember the formula: Doctrine produces integrity which when put under pressure requires probity in order for integrity to be manifest as honor.
Romans 12:10 -	With reference to your unconditional love be devoted to each other; with reference to honor, let each one of you esteem others more highly than yourself.
			Principle of Aristocracy #4: Respect fellow believers as you would those of your own family members by recognizing imputed righteousness as the common bond and the privacy of the priesthood as a matter of honor.
Romans 12:11 -	With reference to your due diligence, do not be negligent; with reference to the Holy Spirit, be zealous when serving the Lord.
			Principle of Aristocracy #5: Failure to remain consistent in one’s spiritual growth has a negative impact on application of the honor code.  Through the filling of the Holy Spirit, consistent service to the Lord is maintained.
Romans 12:12 -	With reference to confidence in the eternal future, have esprit de corps; with reference to undeserved suffering, stand fast.  Be persistent in prayer.
Principle of Aristocracy #6: Through confidence in your eternal future and with esprit de corps, stand fast in the face of undeserved suffering.  Prayer is the divinely provided instantaneous extradimensional communications network.
Romans 12:13 -	Contribute to the needs of the saints, practicing hospitality.
Principle of Aristocracy #7: Be willing to assist where possible a fellow believer in need.
Principle of Aristocracy #8: Be courteous to strangers and show them kindness.
Romans 14:14 -	Speak well of those who persecute you, keep on speaking well and do not curse them.
Principle of Aristocracy #9: Maintain poise and objectivity when fellow believers malign you.  Never make excuses.  Never retaliate.
Romans 12:15 -	Rejoice with those who rejoice; weep with those who weep.
Principle of Aristocracy #10: Respond with happiness for those who are prospered or blessed by the Lord.  Respond with compassion for those who are suffering.
Romans 12:16 -	Be thinking the same toward each other.  Do not be thinking in terms of arrogance but associate with people of humility.  Stop being wise in your own estimation.
Principle of Aristocracy #11: Respect the imputed righteousness of other believers.  Without arrogance be willing to associate with all believers who have esprit de corps.  Do not be opinionated through pseudo wisdom.
Romans 12:17 -	Never pay back evil for evil.  Respect what is honorable in the sight of all mankind.
			Principle of Aristocracy #12: Two wrongs do not make a right
Principle of Aristocracy # 13: Do not take the law into your own hands.
Romans 12:18 -	If it is possible as much as it depends on you, live in harmony with all mankind.
Principle of Aristocracy #14: Live and let live by using the problem-solving devices to live in harmony with every believer.
Romans 12:19 -	Fellow believer, do not take revenge but yield to the punishment from the justice of God, for it stands written, “Justice belongs to Me, I will repay,” says the Lord.
Principle of Aristocracy #15: Never seek revenge, never retaliate, never prosecute a fellow believer.  Always defer to the justice of God when you are tempted to be vengeful or retaliate.
Romans 12:20 -	Nevertheless, if the one hostile to you is hungry, feed him; if he is thirsty, give him drink; for by doing this you pile up burning coals of fire on his head.
Principle of Aristocracy #16: When you respond to an adversary in grace you raise your enemy up to your standards.  When you strike back you have decided to lower yourself to the level of your adversary.
	Romans 12:21 -	Stop being conquered by evil but conquer evil by means of the good.
Principle of Aristocracy #17: Stop being defeated by evil but rather be victorious through the application of Bible doctrine: vincit omnia veritas, doctrine conquers all.
Principles of Royal Aristocracy:
		1.	Human systems of aristocracy develop standards of thought and behavior that exceed those of the general public.  They incorporate many of the principles of the laws of divine establishment but they also include many that are designed to perpetuate a dynasty in power.
		2.	Human aristocrats assume superiority over the lower classes which are described variously as hoi polloi, commoner, proletarian, rabble, riffraff, peasant, red neck, canaille, and dogs who have no set standards governing thought or behavior. 
		3.	Spiritual aristocracy does not necessarily include principles of human aristocracy although many of them do help illustrate the believer’s relationship with God, his destiny in the plan of God, and the thought process that enables him to present himself to society as an effective ambassador for Christ.
		4.	It is important for believers to acquire the knowledge and then the mental attitude that they are aristocrats in the spiritual sense.  Christians are “born again” into the royal family of God.  This is eternal aristocracy.


