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The Deceitful & Incurable Human Soul, Jer 17:9; Eccles 6:1-9; Mt 15:18-20a; the Lord’s 
Inventory of the Heart & Evaluation of the Emotions, Jer 17:10; 1 Cor 28:9 

 

23. Jeremiah carries on his discussion by switching to the problem all 
believers face without doctrine: 

Jeremiah 17:9 - [NET]  The human mind [ heart ] is more 
deceitful than anything else.  It is incurably bad.  Who can 
understand it? 

1. This turns the application back to Solomon.  He questioned his 
lifestyle that led to great frustration in the midst of a frantic search 
for happiness and found it was nothing more than chasing after the 
wind: 

Ecclesiastes 6:1 - [NET]  There is another misfortune that I have seen 
on earth, and it weighs heavily on men: 

v. 2 -  God gives man riches, property, and wealth so that he lacks 
nothing that his heart desires, yet God does not enable him to enjoy the fruit 
of his labor—instead, someone else enjoys it!  This is fruitless and a grievous 
misfortune. 

v. 3 -  Even if a man fathers a hundred children and lives many 
years—no matter how long he lives, but he cannot enjoy his prosperity—
even if he were to live forever.  I would say, “A stillborn child is better off then 
him!” 

v. 4 -  Though the stillborn child came into the world for no reason 
and departed into darkness, though its name is forgotten, 

v. 5 -  though it never saw the light of day nor knew what life is like, 
yet it has more rest than that man— 

v. 6 -  if he should live a thousand years twice, yet does not enjoy 
his prosperity.  For both of them die! 

Ecclesiastes 6:7 - All of man’s labors are for nothing more than to fill 
his stomach—yet his appetite [ vp#n # nephesh: his soul’s desires ] are 
never satisfied! 

v. 8 -  For what advantage does the wise man have over the fool?  
And what advantage does a pauper who knows how to live have over a fool? 

v. 9 -  It is better to be content with what the eyes can see than for 
one’s heart to crave more.  This continual longing is futile—like chasing after 
the wind. 

2. This futility of life is the manifestation of futility of soul.  Just as the 
thoughts of a man determine his mental attitude so also the thoughts 
of a man result in his behaviors as well: 

Matthew 15:18 - “The things that proceed out of the mouth come from 
the heart, and those defile the man. 

v. 19 - “For out of the heart come evil thought, murders, adulteries, 
fornications, thefts, false witness, slanders. 

v.  20a - “These are the things which defile the man.” 
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3. Nothing is hidden from the Lord.  With omnipotence and 
omniscience He is able to calculate the very thoughts of man and 
determine the status quo of his spiritual life.  This is fact observed in: 

Jeremiah 17:10 -  [NASB] I, the Lord, search [ *rq^j chaqar: to 
explore, to inventory ] the heart [ bl@ lev: stream of consciousness of the 
kard…a, kardia ], I test [ /j^B* bachan: for the purpose of evaluation ] the 
mind [ hy*l=K! kilyah: literally the kidneys: the emotions ], even to give to 
each man according to his ways [ Er#D# derek: wheel-tracks both of 
righteousness and wickedness ], according to the results [ yr]P periy: the 
production ] of his deeds [  ll*u&m^ ma‛alal: that which is done whether 
good or bad ]. 

4. This passage is one of several that establishes the principle that Jesus 
Christ controls history based on the inventory of divine thought 
present or absent in the soul of the believer.  Paraphrased it reads 
this way: 

Jeremiah 17:10 -  [Paraphrase]  I, the Lord Jesus Christ, 
inventory the doctrinal content of the stream of consciousness and I evaluate 
the emotions that influence thought, in order to dispense to each man 
according to his behavior patterns, character traits, and lifestyle whether 
based on wheel-tracks of righteousness or wheel-tracks of wickedness, and 
according to the production of his thoughts, decisions, and actions. 

5. This verse documents that by means of omniscience, the Lord is able 
to evaluate the spiritual inventory of every individual and 
determine the influence his emotions have on his thoughts and 
decision making. 

6. The use of the word “kidney” is both interesting and important.  The 
Hebrew word is used figuratively for the emotions and more 
specifically how they influence one’s temperament and disposition: 

Botterweck, G. Johannes, Helmer Ringgren, and Heinz-Josef Fabry (eds.).  Theological 
Dictionary of the Old Testament.  Translated by David E. Green.  (Grand Rapids: William 
B. Eerdmans Publishing Co., 1995), 7:179-81: 
Kilyâ, “kidney.”  III. Old Testament. 2. Human Beings.  b. Figurative Usage.  Of all human 
organs, the Old Testament associates the kidneys in particular with a variety of emotions.  
The range of usage is very wide; the kidneys are looked upon as the seat of emotions from joy 
to deepest agony.  (p. 179) 

Early Christian tradition interpreted in two ways the fact that the kidneys symbolized the 
hidden interior of a human being.  On the one hand, they were considered the seat of desire.  
On the other hand, they were seen as the locus [location] of the most secret thoughts and 
therefore of the emotions aroused by conscience.  (p. 180) 

3. Trying the Heart and Kidneys.  “Trying the heart and kidneys” is an Old Testament idiom.  
On three occasions, Jeremiah describes Yahweh as “trying kidneys and heart (Jeremiah 
11:20 [20:12]) or “searching” these organs and “trying the kidneys” (Jeremiah 17:10).  This 
expression combines the most profound feelings of the emotional life, conceived of as being 
localized in the kidneys, with the thoughts of the “heart,” in the majority of cases associated 
more with the rational faculties.  Both together represent the total person, who is being tested 
by Yahweh.  (pp. 180-81) 

7. The “testing” of the heart has to do with the divine analysis of a 
person’s inventory of ideas to determine what kind of person he is 
since how one thinks determines how he decides and behaves. 
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8. The evaluation of the emotions has to do with the divine analysis of 
a person’s motivations to determine if they are legitimate based on 
doctrine or illegitimate based on lust patterns. 

9. This analysis is a constant and is the overriding factor in 
determining the ebb and flow of human history which Jesus Christ 
controls on behalf of the Pivot. 

10. This is brought out in a number of passages, the first we shall note is 
David’s charge to Solomon as his successor to the throne of Israel: 

1 Chronicles 28:9 - [NASB]  “As for you, my son Solomon, know the God 
of your father, and serve Him with a whole heart and a willing soul; for the 
Lord searches [ vr^D* darash: to seek; to inquire ] all hearts, and 
understands every intent of the thoughts.  If you seek Him, He will let you find 
Him, but if you forsake Him, He will reject you forever.” 

1. David points out to Solomon that the Lord takes an inventory of the 
doctrine stored in the stream of consciousness and discerns the 
intent of one’s thinking behind decisions and actions. 

2. David composed a song, or /oyG*v! Shiggayon, seeking divine 
protection from Saul’s pursuing army.  David viewed the exigency 
as a test by which the Lord would evaluate the doctrinal inventory 
of his stream of consciousness and evaluate the motivations of his 
emotions:  

 


